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Agenda 

• Call to Order (7:00 PM) 

• Land Acknowledgement 

• Consent Agenda: August Meeting Minutes & August 

Treasurer’s Report 

• Elected Official Acknowledgements 

• Campaign Spotlight 

• Endorsement Considerations  

 Washington Initiative 645 (Repealing the Millionaires 

Tax) 

 Seattle Transit Measure 

 Washington Supreme Court Justice Pos. 3 

 Washington Supreme Court Justice Pos. 5 

 King County Assessor 

• Next Four Months 

• Good of the Order / Adjourn 

By Rachel Glass 

I was enthralled by the 25-hour marathon speech that 

Senator Cory Booker gave on the Senate floor last year. 

His goal was to uplift and highlight stories from 

Americans whose communities are being impacted by 

the dreadful policies coming out of the White House. I 

decided I wanted to do what Booker did in my 

community, but instead of one person speaking for 25 

hours, I wanted the community to speak for 25 

hours...personal stories from the well-known to the 

traditionally unheard, lived experiences, facts, statistics, 

and reports from field experts hailing from every corner 

of the community and speaking on a wide variety of 

topics. I wanted the event to include music, poetry, 

spoken word, and much more! I also wanted to live-

stream the entire 25-hour event (as Senator Booker had 

done for his speech to allow the whole nation to watch 

it, which they did, by the millions)!  And so, BEND IT 

LIKE BOOKER was born!  

Our event was celebratory, sobering, eye-opening, 

informative, joyful, and uplifting! We had folks who 

tuned into the livestream from all across WA State as 

well as from *eight* states across the nation! Our 

audiences came together, learned that we are not alone 

in our fear, rage, frustration, and determination to 

persist, shared resources on how to take care of our 

neighbors, and felt empowered to resist the jaws of 

fascism as we fight to restore our democracy! 

Hosted once again by the 34th District 

Democrats, BEND IT LIKE BOOKER is taking place for 

the second year in a row due to the huge success of last 

year's event!  Audiences will be treated to some familiar 

faces you will recognize and some exciting new 

“Bend It Like Booker” Will Bring Many 

Stories Together Again in 2026! 

We do not have a scheduled program, so we will start at 

7:00 PM with our business meeting. This meeting will 

include our last batch of endorsements before the General 

Election, as well as updates about what to expect over the 

next several months  

Please remember that our reorganization is quickly 

approaching! If you would like to run for an officer 

position for the 2027-2028 term, please email me at 

chair@34dems.org so I can keep you in the loop as we get 

further into the year. Feel free to also email me with any 

questions about anticipated vacancies, the responsibilities 

of the officer positions, or the reorganization process.  

Continued on page 10... 

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/kJ7F3KMtQ7-nzZg6U0Lxug
mailto:chair@34dems.org


Executive Board 
2025 - 2026 

Elected Officers 

Jordan Crawley | Chair  

chair@34dems.org 

Rachel Glass | 1st Vice Chair  

vicechair1@34dems.org 

Colton Myers | 2nd Vice Chair  

vicechair2@34dems.org 

Ted Barker | State Committee Person 

wsdccm@34dems.org 

Roxanne Thayer | State Committee Person 

wsdccw@34dems.org 

Bunny Hatcher | King Co. Committeeperson  

kcdccw@34dems.org 

Chris Porter | King Co. Committeeperson  

kcdccm@34dems.org 

Hannah Cameron | King Co. Committee Alt. 

kcdccwa@34dems.org 

Preston Anderson| King Co. Committee Alt. 

kcdccma@34dems.org 

Rebecca Rego | Treasurer  

treasurer@34dems.org 

Steve Butts | Secretary  

secretary@34dems.org 

Committee Chairs 

Jordan Crawley | Platform & Legislative Action, 

Caucus & Elections, and Bylaws & Rules,   

Chair@34dems.org 

Vacant | Communications & Technology 

digcomm@34dems.org 

Vacant | Fundraising & Events 

events@34dems.org 

Hannah Cameron | Membership & Hospitality 

membership@34dems.org 

Vacant | Outreach and Visibility 

outreach@34dems.org 

Rebecca Rego | Precinct Leadership  

pco@34dems.org 

Rachel Glass | Programs & Community 

Partnerships 

vicechair1@34dems.org 

Ann Martin | Resolutions & Endorsements 

endorse-reso@34dems.org 

Other Roles 

Vacant | Webmaster 

webmaster@34dems.org 

Steve Butts | Newsletter Editor  

newsletter@34dems.org 

Gina Topp | Parliamentarian  

2 

Renew Your Membership 

If you haven't completed the 2026 membership form, your membership 

has expired! In order to be considered a member for 2026, you must either 

be an elected or appointed Precinct Leader, or complete the 2026 

membership form. You will have to be a member to vote on organization 

business, including our General Election Endorsements, which are 

scheduled for Wednesday, September 9. RENEW  

34th Adopt-A-Street Work Party 

Join with other 34th District Democrats as we help clean up the 

street...we take care of 16th Ave SW, from Roxbury to Elmgrove. 

Oct. 10 |1 to 3 PM 

Meet at the Triangle Park at 16th SW 

and SW Roxbury  

Tools, gloves, safety vests are provided. 

Sign up HE RE 

Fiestas Patrias South 

Park Parade 
Saturday, Sept.19 

10 am—12pm Meet up at 

Sea Mar Community Care Center, 

1040 S Henderson St  

Join us...sign up HERE 

Enjoy lunch with State 

Treasurer Mike 

Pellicciotti and support 

him at his annual 

fundraiser!  

https://click.ngpvan.com/k/122496373/592664034/-966117774?amtOpts=&recurringAmtOpts=&am=&recurringAm=&is_optimized_ask=true&left_to_give=&emci=e3b4c89b-27de-f011-8194-000d3a1ec8c6&emdi=169d3cac-a7de-f011-8194-000d3a1ec8c6&ceid=6007754&nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJ
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1-8jQq0y1nXAN3XUAbAx_xVIBE4SuEpK4Ww997g4_si0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/12_Lapa4JLgGQWHEn2tFiVHDeY3YpQwInfm35qq8V_W0/edit?usp=sharing
https://click.ngpvan.com/k/137779337/641913751/-1450050385?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9OR1AvTkdQMTIvMS85MTgwMSIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICJjZWI3MzcxOC0xNDlmLWYxMTEtOWIzMy0wMDBkM2ExMWZhMzAiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogInN3YnV0dHN
https://click.ngpvan.com/k/137779337/641913751/-1450050385?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9OR1AvTkdQMTIvMS85MTgwMSIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICJjZWI3MzcxOC0xNDlmLWYxMTEtOWIzMy0wMDBkM2ExMWZhMzAiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogInN3YnV0dHN
https://click.ngpvan.com/k/137779337/641913751/-1450050385?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9OR1AvTkdQMTIvMS85MTgwMSIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICJjZWI3MzcxOC0xNDlmLWYxMTEtOWIzMy0wMDBkM2ExMWZhMzAiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogInN3YnV0dHN
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Board Meeting 

Announcement 

Our next 34th Executive 

Board meeting is 

Wednesday, Sept. 19 at 

7 PM, in person and via 

Zoom. 

Contact 

chair@34dems.org  

for more information 

Due to the huge success of last year’s event, 

BEND IT LIKE BOOKER is back by popular 

demand for the second year in a row! Hosted 

by the 34th District Democrats, the event will 

highlight a dynamic line-up of presenters from 

every corner of our community! 

Sat, Sep. 12 @ 10:00 AM  

to Sun, Sep. 13 @ 11:15 AM 

IAM 751 Union Hall:  9125 15th Pl S 

Inspired by Democratic Senator Cory Booker’s 

record-setting filibuster starting on March 31, 

2025, BEND IT LIKE BOOKER is a 25-hour 

community event designed to inspire civic 

action. BEND IT LIKE BOOKER will feature 

stories, lived experiences, and presentations 

from experts in their respective fields, 

including doctors, lawyers, scientists, poets, 

educators, youth, elders, LGBTQIA2S+, 

veterans, journalists, immigrants, actors, small-

business owners, social justice and human 

rights advocates, elected leaders, community 

leaders, and much more!  

Get your ticket HERE! 

Friday the 25th  
5:30—8PM  

at South Town Pie 
8611 14th Ave S, Seattle, WA 98108 

southtownpie.com 

Our Pop Up Socials are casual, no 

business, low-effort gatherings at a local 

bar/restaurant. The goal is to provide a 

venue to visit with neighbors and discuss 

the issues of the day.  

September Pop-Up Social 

https://34dems.org/bilb/
mailto:chair@34dems.org
https://secure.ngpvan.com/2AeML3mxMEyyIiKzx7LWuA2
https://www.southtownpie.com/


Contact Information and  

Committee Assignments  

for Our Legislators 

Senator 
Emily Alvarado 
Assistant Floor Leader 

Housing (Vice Chair) 

Labor & Commerce, 

Transportation 

415 Legislative Building  

PO Box 40434 

Olympia, WA 98504 

(360) 786 - 7667 

Representative 

Brianna Thomas 
Assistant Majority Whip 

Technology, Economic 

Development & Veterans, 

Housing, 

Postsecondary Ed. & Workforce 

318 John L. O'Brien Building 

PO Box 40600 

Olympia, WA 98504  

(360) 786-7978 

Representative 
Joe Fitzgibbon 
Majority Leader 

Appropriations, Rules, 

Employment Relations, 

Pension Policy 

339A Legislative Building 

PO Box 40600 

Olympia, WA 98504 

(360) 786 - 7952 

Letters and Submitted Articles 

We are Democrats, and like most Democrats we have 

strong opinions and like to express them. We welcome 

letters and articles. 

All submissions are subject to editing. If submissions 

need to be shortened, you will be given the option of 

editing your own work.  

Photos and notices of upcoming events are always 

welcome. 

The deadline for the October 2026 newsletter will be 

Thursday, October 1. 

Contact Steve Butts, 

newsletter@34dems.org 
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In Case You Missed It… 

Our August Meeting Recap 

As we began the meeting, 1st 

Vice Chair Rachel Glass, recited 

the Land Acknowledgement. She 

chose the National Urban 

Indian Family Coalition as the 

organization to highlight for 

August about which we could 

learn and support. Based in 

Lynnwood, the NUIFC advocates 

for American Indian families 

living in urban areas by 

partnering with American Indian organizations to research 

and to understand and raise awareness of the barriers, 

issues, and opportunities facing urban American Indian 

families.  

Learn more at www.nuifc.org/ 

VIP Recognition 

Joe Fitzgibbon was on hand to make a few remarks. He 

had just received 75% of the Primary vote and thanked 

members for their support and help. Joe said that it looked 

to be a good year for Democrats in the state: We could gain 

5 additional House seats, near to achieving a supermajority 

in that body. He hoped that those additional Democrats in 

the House would help in amending the state constitution to 

make some reforms, including leveling the tax burden, aid 

in redistricting, and other goals we seek. 

Highline School Bond and Technology Levy 

Melissa Ebbeson joined the meeting to speak about the 

“Yes for Highline” campaign, the school district’s 2026 

construction bond and capital technology levy which will be 

on the November 3rd Ballot. The campaign sought our 

endorsement and contributions. 

The construction bond would provide resources for 

rebuilding 3 middle schools and other needed building 

repairs and upgrades in the district. The technology levy 

would increase technology availability for staff and 

students, provide maintenance and replacement of aging 

technology, and  strengthen cybersecurity. 

King County Democratic Central Committee 

Representative Vacancy 

One of our representative positions to the KCDCC Executive 

Committee had become vacant due to a resignation. Chair 

Crawley described the position and laid out the 

http://www.nuifc.org/
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requirements and duties. They must be male or non-

binary, and the appointee would serve until the end of 

the year. 

Trent Grohe stepped forward to assume the role, and 

was appointed without objection by the PCOs present. 

Consideration of Resolutions 

Three resolutions were put forward after the review of 

the Endorsements and Resolutions committee, and 

the Executive Board.  Endorsements and Resolutions 

Chair Ann Martin described each in turn. After 

discussion, all were adopted without objection. 

A Resolution Calling for Cuts to the US Military 

Budget. 

This resolution called for reining in the United States 

military budget that is out of proportion to the defense 

needs of the country in 2027. The Pentagon has 

failed every audit it has been subject to. It asks to 

freeze the 2027 budget at the 2026 of $901 billion. 

The resolution was put before the membership with a 

“Do Pass” recommendation from the Executive Board. 

A Resolution calling for Re-Enacting a Strong Voting 

Rights Act 

 The Voting Rights Act (VRA) passed in 1965 and it 

increased access and protected the right to vote for 

persons who have historically been denied access to 

the ballot. But recent US Supreme Court decisions 

have weakened the original intent. This resolution 

urges restoration of the VRA and ending racial 

gerrymandering, among other protections. It was 

given a “Do Pass” recommendation. 

A Resolution for Preventing Investment into Nuclear 

Energy in Washington 

This resolution would counteract bills introduced in 

the Washington State Legislature during the 2025–

26 session directing the Department of Commerce to 

consider ways to support nuclear development 

through financing, tax policy, rollback of nuclear 

safeguards and liability, public financial support, and 

reduce state review and permitting requirements, with 

corporations being the beneficiaries. The Executive 

Board made no recommendation for this amendment. 

Election Recap - Chair Crawley 

Jordan noted that we were at the mid-election point 

as King County Elections continued to tally votes as 

they came in until certification on August 18th. 

He gave a few of the election details: 

2026 returns were down by 1.68 points, slightly behind those 

in the mid-term election of 2022, although the number of 

actual votes are nearly the same due to a larger voter 

population overall. 

The 34th Legislative District outperformed King  County 

overall by 3.27 points, up from 2022. 

Turnout varied widely over the district, the strongest turnout 

in the western portions of West Seattle, and on Vashon 

Island. The 3 worst precincts in turnout were just to the east 

of the Alaskan Junction. 

Voters 55 and older voted in the highest percentages ranging 

from 45.8%, to 61% of those over the age of 65. Only 1 in 4 

of those under 35 returned their ballot. 

Events Through the Rest of the Year 

Jordan also noted some of the events coming: 

• The September 9th meeting will feature additional 

endorsements for the General Election. 

• The October 14th Meeting will describe the process of 

reorganization for the 2027-2028 term. 

• General Election GOTV would take place from October 16 

to the election on November 3. 

• The November meeting will have no business and will be 

the Holiday Party and Annual Awards. 

• The Pop-Up Socials will continue through December, 

watch for announcements for dates and places. 

Chair Jordan Crawley reviews the August Primary vote return statistics 

and compares our results vs King County as a whole, as well as with 

the outcomes of the 2022 Midterm. 



The Reorganization Process 

The biennial cycle of our organization begins anew with the 

start of 2027 as the terms of all current officers end in 

December. 

Chair Crawley described the officers that will be elected: 

District Chair 

1st Vice Chair 

2nd Vice Chair 

State Party Committeepersons (2) 

County Party Committeepersons (2) 

County Party Committeepersons Alternates (2) 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Only PCOs can vote for officers listed above, with the 

exception of Secretary and Treasurer which will include 

votes from members. Committee chair appointments will 

be considered as applicable after the new chair is in place. 

Jordan said that a Membership Form for 2027 will be up in 

December. 

PCOs who were not elected in 2026 for 2027-2028 can be 

appointed once the new District Chair is installed. It was 

noted that an Appointed PCO has the rights as an elected 

PCO, with the exception of selecting legislative candidates 

to fill vacancies mid-term. The terms of all current 

Appointed PCOs are over at the end of the year, and must 

be re-appointed, if they did not run in 2026. There are 223 

precincts in the 34th LD. Currently there are 84 Elected 

PCOs, with 25 Appointed. 

Change that Makes $ense 

Chair Crawley made a pitch for this alternate method of 

donation to the 34th. These donations can be made in any 

amount at any time as an augment to dues to fund our 

activities. 
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Upcoming events for September and August 

• Chair Crawley ran down a few upcoming 

events...Watch for more actions and activities in the 

Chair’s weekly emails on Sundays. 

• Canvass with Common Power in the 3rd CD for Marie 

Glusenkamp Perez. A Zoom launch is on August 24. 

• The next Pop-Up will be August 28th at The Bridge in 

the Morgan Junction. 

• Mike Pellicciotti will hold a fundraising lunch at the 

Seattle Convention Center at noon on September 10. 

The 34th was given discounted tickets. 

Good of the Order 

• Ann Martin announced that the West Seattle 

Democratic Women would be holding their annual 

“Pizza, Potluck, and Politics” picnic August 27 from 4 

PM to 7 PM at Ann’s house. 

• Rachel Glass promoted the “Bend It Like Booker” 

marathon event from 10 AM on September 12 to 

11:15 AM on September 13. Tickets are available for 

the in-person event, or watch the live screen. Go to 

https://34dems.org/bilb/ for more information. 

• Preston Anderson read the definition of the term 

“group think”. As we push to have a supermajority in 

the legislature, Democrats must not limit ideation in 

searching for solutions. 

• Teresa Hill gave recognition to the Fauntleroy 

Community Association for having a program on Bike 

Safety in that area. Concerns arose after the death of 

a Vashon woman riding her bike near the ferry 

terminal. They are taking steps to control parking to 

avoid future bike accidents. 

• Kenny Austin noted that King County Elections would 

be hiring for election tasks. 

Teresa Hill tells us of new parking restrictions put in place near 

the Fauntleroy ferry for the safety of cyclists. 

https://34dems.org/bilb/
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Sally Fouché and Marie Davidson will be coordinators of 

the Ballot Box Observing program. During the primary, they 

rolled out a new program called Adopt A Ballot Box to 

observe the Ballot Drop Boxes in King County for the two 

weeks leading up to the election, in addition to the long-

standing program of observing Ballot Box closing on 

election night. The plan is to do the same for the General 

Election. 

For the General Election there will be 100 drop boxes 

and your help is needed in recruiting volunteer observers for 

many of our yet-to-be-adopted boxes. Fouché and Davidson 

will coordinate and train these observers in conjunction with 

King County Elections. 

What is Adopt A Ballot Box? 

The coordinators would like to have more regular eyes on 

our soon-to-be 100 ballot drop boxes, especially as King 

County Elections will be making a big push to return ballots 

via a drop box rather than US Mail. To this end, they want to 

recruit one observer for each ballot box. Observers are 

welcomed by King County Elections as transparency is key 

to the integrity of elections. Observers might note problems 

with box access, or for example, on election night might be 

helpful in ensuring our election workers do not face 

intimidation. And, you might be surprised, it’s fun and 

rewarding to watch people rush their ballots in as the 

closing hour ticks closer! 

Our observation period starts on Fri, Oct 23 and wraps up 

on election night, Tue, Nov 3rd. Observers pick/are 

assigned to a box, receive training virtually from King 

County Elections. And you are welcome to recruit a friend 

with whom you would split the observation time. Then: 

1.   Starting Fri, Oct 23 - Tue, Nov 3rd please go by your 

box about once a day as is convenient. Being familiar 

with your box in this way will help you know what normal 

activity is and watch for any curious happenings, people 

who seem to be lingering for longer periods of time, 

recording devices, etc. IF you observe any of this, notify 

us at kcdemsballotbox@gmail.com and the info will be 

passed onto King County Elections for them to resolve. 

While at a ballot box location NEVER EVER talk to a 

voter, give advice, or confront someone you find 

concerning – this is voter intimidation and would have 

serious consequences for you, for the Dems, and for 

voters' trust. 

2.   On Tuesday Nov 3rd, election night, please arrive at 

your box by 7:00 pm and stay until about 8:30pm when 

staff have completed their procedures. 

3.   The mandatory training you will attend will inform 

you of your role as a box closing observer. King County 

Elections will host (and record) updated training virtually 

in mid-October – we will send you dates as soon as we 

have them. (You may view the training from the primary 

here: Ballot Box Observer Training Video from July 1) 

See the available Ballot Boxes and sign up via this 

link:  General Election Ballot Box Signup Genius  (boxes 

are listed alphabetically by city and location.)  

The Forest Service proposes to revoke the Roadless Rule to 

open areas for extraction and is giving us until September 21 

to submit our comments.  The Federal Register website covers 

the proposed rule and the environmental statement.  You can 

access every State and Forest this rule affects with this link.   

In the Gifford Pinchot Forest, there are 212,629 acres 

designated as Roadless.  The Roadless rule was passed in 

2001 (Remember the Spotted Owl?), setting aside 30% of 

Forest Service lands representing some of the last remaining 

natural landscapes to protect watersheds and wildlife habitat.  

Many groups hike into these areas and studies have been 

done on how resilient these roadless areas are, including less 

fires.  These Roadless Areas provide cleaner air and water for 

our communities.   

Cascade Forest Conservancy has a good article and a 

sample letter to send with space to write your own 

comments. https://saveroadlessforests.com/ .  I 

asked for a 90-day comment period.  I’ve been writing 

comments since the late 1970’s when Forest  Planning 

began and all regulatory changes have given 90 days. 

Each Forest should hold public hearings.  Contact your 

elected representatives too! 

Submitted by Member Karin Engstrom 

Help Insure an Honest Election… 

Join the King County Democrats Ballot Drop Box Observation Team! 

Act Now: A Call to Protect America’s 

Roadless Forests 

mailto:kcdemsballotbox@gmail.com
https://kcdems-dot-yamm-track.appspot.com/2ck6veigNECNvcqdyubhD_lZzC2lu1SZg1VijParFRsuN1cVBoAG-vTC2L16fGEFPryt0nLUmLBhPHX9lE2OgN6cl-7AU1_VDTIDFFU4DKdLxnyH52-x6SpN4bWYXfE0qSTNEEm0Eu1AKu89ecanUIXinl2jn1LX8lLSQ2ut_ak_GBnyaDG54yzIThTh6s8P8dw
https://kcdems-dot-yamm-track.appspot.com/259JfEitkXWplxvNkd5gDxNv0wP1IXNamxcdsFF1lrtCS1cVBoAES0OF1STpxxyP4HBgSl2y1l9zrY6EwT27J9WMA3FLpkhxFyJzJ7-siJ-u5WxInEq8k2kbjjJOgORf1rmtUUalufpT3y-WVnRWsEN-i8hbUeE--dTYZW_4EmNdkt2mh6IQD0iBSAPKiRBJ7oJJ2kOXpcfZai61s6GQFzh2E
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/08/20/2026-16965/special-areas-roadless-area-conservation
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/08/20/2026-16965/special-areas-roadless-area-conservation
https://saveroadlessforests.com/
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The hybrid meeting was called to order at 7:04PM by Chair 

Beth Bazley, who then encouraged attendees to introduce 

themselves to their neighbors if they had not yet met in 

person. Following introductions, the evening's agenda was 

adopted and the July 2026 KCDCC meeting minutes were 

approved unanimously by acclamation.  

Amy Hamrick, PCO Committee Chair, reminded members that 

the term of current PCOs expires on December 1, 2026, and 

those elected this year assume office at that time. She 

pointed out that precincts 

without an elected PCO on 

that date are unable to fill 

vacancies by appointment 

until after reorganizations have occurred. Hamrick also 

reminded the group of the regular PCO Zoom meeting on the 

second Tuesday of each month. Chair Bazley commended 

her for her work supporting and educating PCOs.  

Endorsement Committee Chair and Vice-Chair, Kat Pipkin 

and Dean Rodenbough, told attendees that King County 

voter turnout for the primary was 37%, that 70% of ballots 

were returned via ballot boxes, that 160,000 ballot alert 

subscribers returned their ballots, and that tied PCO races in 

Bellevue and Shoreline will be decided by a coin toss. They 

informed members that 90% of KCDCC-endorsed candidates 

placed first in the primary, while almost all others placed 

second and will also appear on the November general 

election ballot. Only Mike Diaz, candidate for State Supreme 

Court, failed to advance.  

Pipkin and Rodenbough credited much of this endorsement 

success to the active participation of all 17 Legislative 

Districts in the development of questionnaire and interview 

questions, co-facilitation in the interviews, and 

representation in key endorsement votes. They added that 

there will be a Zoom meeting on September 10th from 6:30-

8:00PM to discuss the use of AI tools in several areas, 

including candidate research.  

Floor nominations were made for the endorsement of 

Tamara Stramel for 31st LD State Senator, and Jaime Hawk 

for State Supreme Court position #3. Both candidates 

received unanimous endorsement.  

Vice-Chair Andrew Ashiofu delivered the Outreach Committee 

report, stating that there will be a greater focus on utilizing 

the skills of those who are tech savvy, to take better 

advantage of social media as an outreach avenue.  

During New Business, there was discussion of the SCOTUS 

decision regarding mail-in voting, including a statement from 

County Elections Director Julie Wise, who wrote that there 

will be no changes in how our elections are conducted. 

Discussion also included the impact Seattle's move to 

Ranked Choice Voting will have on the endorsement 

process for those specific offices.   

Alex Davidson, representing Senator Patty Murray, 

highlighted possible paths for Democrats to retake the 

U.S. Senate in November. He pointed out that Dems need 

to flip 4 seats to achieve this, and cited several states 

with vulnerable Republican senators providing seat-

flipping opportunities.  

Our very own Rachel Glass addressed the body, promoting 

the upcoming Bend It Like Booker during the September 

12-13 weekend. She pointed out the great variety of 

speakers and performers, and encouraged people to 

participate however they can, for as much time as they 

can.  

Good of the Order featured reminders of upcoming 

candidate fundraisers, information about combatting anti-

trans ballot measures, and a report on a surge in I.C.E. 

activity/seizures in Washington. Kat Pipkin noted that on 

Sunday alone, seven people were taken by I.C.E. along the 

99th corridor between Everett and Shoreline, and she 

urged members to take Constitutional Observer Training, 

and keep wearing our whistles. Jackie noted that seniors 

vote at the highest rates, so outreach to that group is 

effective. Alex Jones cited the cleverness of the SPEEA 

slogan as that union negotiates a new contract with 

Boeing: "No Nerds, No Birds".  

Interspersed throughout the evening were reminders 

about the importance of voter turnout, and how our focus 

between now and November 3rd should be on GOTV 

efforts.  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:40PM.  

Submitted by Bunny Hatcher, KCDCC Committeeperson  

Report from the King County Democrats Meeting on August 25, 2026 
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Special Program on Voter Registration Strategy With Field Team 6 

Watch it HERE 

Rachel Glass introduced us to Jason Berlin, who described the organization 

Field Team 6 and what they have planned to win in ’26 and ‘28. they will 

reach out to millions of unregistered likely Democrats using their one-of-a-

kind database and every outreach method possible (email, text, postcard, 

and in-person too), in every single swing state and district where new 

Democrats will make the most impact. Learn more about Field Team 6 

HERE! 

To volunteer to help here in Washington State, Click HERE 

To donate via Act Blue, Click HERE 

In Memoriam... 

Over the past several months, we’ve lost several valued members of our organization. Members often spend 

good portions of their life with us and become like family, and they leave a part of themselves through the 

work they've done for us and the community. 

We learned just this week of the passing of Allan Munro. Allen was our long-time Parliamentarian, was a PCO, 

and along with his wife Eleanor, was a leader with the Metropolitan Democratic Club of Seattle. We hope to 

have a more complete remembrance of Allan in a later issue.  

We also lost 34th LD member Jerry Hatcher who left us on June 13, 2026.  He passed 

away at the Vashon home he shared with his wife of 43 years, our female KCDCC 

Committeeperson Bunny Hatcher. He had three major loves in his life: Bunny, Nebraska 

Cornhuskers football, and democracy. 

Earlier this summer we learned that long-time member and PCO Liz Giba had also 

passed. She was passionate about keeping White Center separate, and not be 

absorbed into the City of Seattle through annexation. She feared it would become a 

lesser and neglected neighborhood of the city. A debilitating stroke left her 

handicapped, but she continued her activism as an elected Commissioner on the North 

Highline Fire District 11, She also was part of the North Highline Unincorporated Area Council, and had served 

as its President. 

Liz Giba 

Judge Candidate Noel Merfeld and Steve Walker  at the August Pop 

Up Gathering. 

Leesa Manion and partner Terry stopped by our August Pop Up. 

https://youtu.be/L25u6Bkn-_s?si=vkj3EbfZFwTrgBAE
https://www.fieldteam6.org/
https://www.mobilize.us/ft6/?q=Washington
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/ft6i-2026
https://youtu.be/L25u6Bkn-_s?si=vkj3EbfZFwTrgBAE


10 

speakers and presenters added to the roster bringing eye-

opening stories, updates, facts, and performances that 

will delight, inform, and inspire! 

Below is a small sampling of the 35+ presenters who 

participated in BEND IT LIKE BOOKER  last year  (and 

early confirmations of who will be participating this year), 

which includes: 

• Laurie Reinhardt -- Co-Lead, West Seattle Indivisible 

• Maren Costa -- Co-founder Amazon Employees For 

Climate Justice  

• Andrew Villeneuve -- Founder of the Northwest 

Progressive Institute 

• Matthew Oudkerk -- Organizer, Common Power 

• Sydney Floryanzia -- Award-winning Chemical Engineer & 

Science Communicator 

• Mateo Quispe-- Youth Poet Laureate, Auburn 

• Vicente Omar Barraza -- Immigration Lawyer 

• Christian Helfrich -- VA Research and Development 

Specialist 

• Andrew Ashiofu – King County Democrats, Vice Chair 

of Outreach, LGBTQIA2S+ Advocate/Activist 

• Dr. Karl Riecken -- Practicing physician; Member - 

Washington Physicians for Social Responsibility, 

Veterans for Peace, The Union of Concerned 

Scientists. 

• Bobbi Kotula -- Award-Winning Local and Broadway 

Performer 

• US Senator Cory Booker (NJ) 

• Congresswoman Pramila Jayapal (WA CD-7) 

• WA State Governor Bob Ferguson 

• Erika Evans -- Seattle City Attorney 

• Gina Topp -- President of the Seattle School Board of 

Directors 

Plus, our audiences were treated to personal stories, lived 

experiences, music and presentations from experts in 

their field including doctors, lawyers, poets, educators, 

scientists, youth, LGBTQIA2S+, veterans, journalists, 

immigrants, actors, scientists, small-business owners, 

social justice and human rights advocates, community 

Steve Butts, Karen Richter, and Chris Weiss man our 

booth and the Duwamish River Festival on August 8th. 

leaders, elders, and Much More!  

The presenters are ready, the 34th Dems are ready -- 

the only thing missing is YOU!! Please mark your 

calendar and join us for this unique and thrilling 

adventure, and bring your friends, family, and 

neighbors!  You are also encouraged to spread the 

word by forwarding this information to your contacts, 

groups, and networks!  And because we are live-

streaming the event, anyone can attend BEND IT 

LIKE BOOKER, whether they are in Washington or 

out-of-state,! 

BEND IT LIKE BOOKER  happens this year 

on September 12-13, 2026 (25 consecutive 

hours!), at the Seattle Machinists' Union Hall in 

South Park, WA. The event begins at 10:00am on 

Saturday, September 12th and goes straight 

through to 11:15am on Sunday, September 

13th.  

Tickets are on sale now at:  www.34dems.org/

bilb 

All proceeds from ticket sales will go directly 

towards producing BEND IT LIKE BOOKER!  

...continued from page 1. 

http://www.34dems.org/bilb
http://www.34dems.org/bilb
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