
June 10, 2026 

Membership Meeting 

On Zoom—Register HERE 

Our next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, 

June 10, via Zoom. Our program will start at 6:00 

PM and our business meeting will start at 7:00 PM. 

This month’s program will feature Money on the 

Left who will join us to talk about public banking 

and an effort to establish a municipal bank in 

Seattle — an effort dubbed “The Seattle Loop”. 

We will get to hear from candidates, consider 

endorsements for more campaigns ahead of the 

Primary Election, and continue our discussion 

around working with community partners to fight 

for our values statewide! 

Chair’s Message 

Hey 34th Dems: 

Last night we gathered at White Center Hub’s Savusa Hall for our “Your 

Voice. Our Future.” fundraiser and our district showed up! Our theme was 

meant to capture something fundamental about what it means to be a 

Democrat and what it means to be progressive, but even more so what it 

means to be a community. 

We have known that we must foster the trust and inspire the confidence 

necessary for building a unified vision, developing a message of hope, and 

driving toward victory. Better ideas, polished language, and louder 

megaphones are useless without strong, positive relationships to take us 

from talking to something tangible. 

Sitting in echo chambers and maniacally hammering out new strategies 

from the top-down and inside-out will never deliver progress, because it’s 

missing the key ingredient. Your voice. 

Trust is the foundation of real political power. Establishing and 

maintaining it takes listening and showing up. It takes recognizing that 

electoral victories are not endpoints, but the next platform for leadership 

from which we are expected to deliver on our commitments to each other. 

Our district is home to nearly a dozen unions representing longshore and 

warehouse workers, machinists, boilermakers, food workers, service 

employees, and textile workers. We are home to dozens of current and 

former elected officials on the front lines of change, and we take being a 

hub of leadership extremely seriously. There have been, and will be, 

opportunities for us to demonstrate that leadership and affect real change. 

It’s an honor and privilege to do this work alongside all of you. 

In Solidarity, 

—Jordan Crawley 

Chair, 34th Dems 

Agenda 

• Program: “The Seattle Loop” (6:00 PM) 

• Call to Order: June Meeting (7:00 PM) 

• Land Acknowledgement 

• Consent Agenda: Minutes & Agenda 

• Treasurer’s Report 

• VIP Acknowledgements 

• Precinct Leadership Appointments 

• Primary Election Endorsements 

 State Supreme Court 

 Seattle Municipal Court 

 LD34 Representative Position 2 

 King County Assessor 

• Good of the Order / Adjourn 
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Renew Your Membership 

If you haven't completed the 2026 membership form, 

your membership has expired! In order to be considered 

a member for 2026, you must either be an elected or 

appointed Precinct Leader, visit our website, or click here 

to renew. You will have to be a member to vote on 

organization business, including our Primary Election 

Endorsements!  RENEW  

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/XVMWKDN-RxCT_i0gzFo7IA#/registration
https://moneyontheleft.org/2026/03/31/introducing-the-seattle-loop/
https://click.ngpvan.com/k/122496373/592664034/-966117774?amtOpts=&recurringAmtOpts=&am=&recurringAm=&is_optimized_ask=true&left_to_give=&emci=e3b4c89b-27de-f011-8194-000d3a1ec8c6&emdi=169d3cac-a7de-f011-8194-000d3a1ec8c6&ceid=6007754&nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJ


Executive Board 
2025 - 2026 

Elected Officers 

Jordan Crawley | Chair  

chair@34dems.org 

Rachel Glass | 1st Vice Chair  

vicechair1@34dems.org 

Colton Myers | 2nd Vice Chair  

vicechair2@34dems.org 

Ted Barker | State Committee Person 

wsdccm@34dems.org 

Roxanne Thayer | State Committee Person 

wsdccw@34dems.org 

Bunny Hatcher | King Co. Committeeperson  

kcdccw@34dems.org 

Chris Porter | King Co. Committeeperson  

kcdccm@34dems.org 

Hannah Cameron | King Co. Committee Alt. 

kcdccwa@34dems.org 

Preston Anderson| King Co. Committee Alt. 

kcdccma@34dems.org 

Rebecca Rego | Treasurer  

treasurer@34dems.org 

Steve Butts | Secretary  

secretary@34dems.org 

Committee Chairs 

Jordan Crawley | Platform & Legislative Action, 

Caucus & Elections, and Bylaws & Rules,   

Chair@34dems.org 

Vacant | Communications & Technology 

digcomm@34dems.org 

Vacant | Fundraising & Events 

events@34dems.org 

Hannah Cameron | Membership & Hospitality 

membership@34dems.org 

Vacant | Outreach and Visibility 

outreach@34dems.org 

Rebecca Rego | Precinct Leadership  

pco@34dems.org 

Rachel Glass | Programs & Community 

Partnerships 

vicechair1@34dems.org 

Ann Martin | Resolutions & Endorsements 

endorse-reso@34dems.org 

Other Roles 

Vacant | Webmaster 

webmaster@34dems.org 

Steve Butts | Newsletter Editor  

newsletter@34dems.org 

Gina Topp | Parliamentarian  
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11 of us turned out to make for easy work cleaning up our Adopt-A-Street, 16th 

Ave Southwest. We gathered 7 bags of trash. Ted and Heather Barker, Karen 

Richter, Jordan Crawley, Layne Bautista, Sarah Schiam, and Steve Butts all 

turned out. Chris Weiss and Les Erb from the 33rd Democrats also came to 

help,  as did 34th Representative candidate Mary Anito and her daughter.  

Democrats At Work: Adopt-A-Street Work Party 

Heather and Ted Barker, with Karen 

Richter before heading out to pick up 

some trash. 

Mary Anito and daughter is next to Chris 

Weiss, as Les Erb poses on the right at 

the end of the work party. 

Candidate Forum: State Representative Pos. 2 

Hop on Zoom for a one-hour Candidate Forum with Joe Fitzgibbon and Mary Anito, 

who are competing for our district’s Representative Position 2 seat! If you’d like to 

submit questions in advance for consideration by our planning team, click the 

“Submit Questions” button below. If you’d like to watch, please click the “Register” 

button below or the registration link included within the question submission form. 

The forum is scheduled for Monday, June 1, from 6:00-7:00 PM. This is the one 

and only chance to hear the candidates talk about their policy positions before our 

endorsement meeting on June 10, so we’re looking forward to seeing folks there! 

Registration Link          Question Submission Form 

Special Event Highlight... 

Please join West Seattle Indivisible for an evening of music, community, fun 

and fundraising! We're partnering with Southend Indivisible to host a benefit 

concert on Saturday, June 20th at Kenyon Hall in West Seattle from 6:30-9:00 

PM. Featuring local musicians (including WSI members Yury Vasilyev, Tim 

Scallon, and WSI Singing Resistance), a small auction with pieces from Diane 

Venti’s Alki Arts Gallery artists, Lea Basile-Lazarus, Natalie Fobes, and 

Ukrainian Artist Itaveli, and gift cards from many local businesses. 

Gather up your friends and come for a great night out! Space is limited! Buy 

your tickets today! 

Tickets are on sale now - details can be found here. 

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/7dPwFk_uQnyOpGYNSNYshw
https://forms.gle/rrAo1uauRDYdiWed8
https://p9t2.engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=6a19bb993513f61f973eb466&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.westseattleindivisible.com%2Fevents-actions%2Fan-evening-of-music-community-wsi-benefit-concert%3Fss_source%3Dsscampaigns%26ss_campaign_id%3D6a17734c23634c7cb8ac5ed0%26s
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Board Meeting 

Announcement 

Our next 34th Executive 

Board meeting is 

Wednesday, May 20 at 

7 PM, in person and via 

Zoom. 

Contact 

chair@34dems.org  

for more information 

34th and the 33rd Dems together at the 

Burien Pride Festival 

June 6th 

At the Burien Town Square  

Join us as we register voters and 

promote our candidates! 

Sign up for a shift HERE 

June Pop-Up Social 

Friday the 26th  
5:30—8PM  

at Beer Star 
 9801  16th Ave SW in White Center 

beerstarusa.com 

Our Pop Up Socials are casual, no 

business, low-effort gatherings at a 

local bar/restaurant. The goal is to 

provide a venue to visit with neighbors 

and discuss the issues of the day.  

We will also share a booth at... 

The Burien Strawberry Festival 

June 20, 21 

Sign up for a shift HERE 

mailto:chair@34dems.org
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1UlB2OToZRbxvpyKn2VqlEtQqa8lJX1kA8rdID1PzU3A/edit?pli=1&gid=0#gid=0
https://www.beerstarusa.com/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/17x-Y4kfd6pLdHnVShDZuaiD9YrmZVBbdF6mJgpItT60/edit?usp=sharing


Contact Information and  

Committee Assignments  

for Our Legislators 

Senator 
Emily Alvarado 
Assistant Floor Leader 

Housing (Vice Chair) 

Labor & Commerce, 

Transportation 

415 Legislative Building  

PO Box 40434 

Olympia, WA 98504 

(360) 786 - 7667 

Representative 

Brianna Thomas 
Assistant Majority Whip 

Technology, Economic 

Development & Veterans, 

Housing, 

Postsecondary Ed. & Workforce 

318 John L. O'Brien Building 

PO Box 40600 

Olympia, WA 98504  

(360) 786-7978 

Representative 
Joe Fitzgibbon 
Majority Leader 

Appropriations, Rules, 

Employment Relations, 

Pension Policy 

339A Legislative Building 

PO Box 40600 

Olympia, WA 98504 

(360) 786 - 7952 

Letters and Submitted Articles 

We are Democrats, and like most Democrats we have 

strong opinions and like to express them. We welcome 

letters and articles. 

All submissions are subject to editing. If submissions 

need to be shortened, you will be given the option of 

editing your own work.  

Photos and notices of upcoming events are always 

welcome. 

The deadline for the July 2026 newsletter will be 

Thursday, April 30. 

Contact Steve Butts, 

newsletter@34dems.org 
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In Case You Missed It… 

Our May Meeting Recap 

Pre-Meeting Program: Ranked-Choice Voting 

Ranked Choice 

Voting is coming 

to Seattle. In 

2022, we voted to 

use the method 

for city elections in 

a 2-part initiative 

in which we were 

asked to change 

the voting system 

or keep the 

existing method. 

Voters then 

picked either 

Ranked Choice, 

or Approval voting, a similar system. Change to our 

systemwon out, and Ranked Choice Voting was selected as 

our new process starting in 2027. 

Ranked-choice voting (RCV) is a method of voting for 

candidates in the order you prefer: 1st choice, 2nd choice, 

3rd choice, and so on. If your first choice doesn’t win, your 

vote counts for your next choice. The process is used in 

diverse places…from Alaska to New York City. Often 

referred to as Instant Run-off Voting, it can be used to 

eliminate a Primary. In our case, Washington State requires 

us to hold a Primary to pick 

two candidates for the 

November ballot. 

In preparation of the new 

system. Elise Orlick, 

Executive Director of FairVote WA, gave a presentation on 

RCV. We will use the system in the  2027 primary to decide 

which Seattle City Council candidates will advance to the 

General Election that year.  

A demonstration ballot was given to members who ranked 

their choice for favorite Northwest animal to simulate how a 

RCV election works. Team Orca won. 

For more information, visit fairvotewa.org 

Land Acknowledgement  

Rachel Glass, 1st Vice Chair recited the Land 

Acknowledgement. Rachel highlighted the local 

Elise Orlick from FairVote WA explains Ranked 

Choice Voting 

https://fairvotewa.org/
https://fairvotewa.org/
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organization Chief Seattle Club as a group that members 

can contribute to further support Seattle area Indigenous 

Peoples. 

Chief Seattle Club is a Native-led housing and human 

services agency which believes “that a world without 

homelessness is possible by leading with Native values”. 

They provide “sacred space to nurture, affirm, and 

strengthen the spirit of urban Native people”.  

To donate and learn more of the organization visit 

chiefseattleclub.org 

Campaign Spotlights 

Milena Sherman from the group No Hate in WA State 

spoke to ask us to support their NO position on initiatives 

IL26-001 and IL26-638, both of which will be on the 

November 3rd ballot. 

IL26-001 would repeal legislative changes made to the 

"Parents' Bill of Rights passed by the Legislature in 2025. 

It would undo protections for vulnerable students. IL26-

001 will force schools to hand over sensitive information 

they learn of about potential child abuse victims to their 

parental abusers. 

IL26-638 will subject all girls wishing to participate in 

team sports to invasive medical exams to prove that they 

are biologically female. Only girls…as the initiative does 

not apply to boys wishing to play sports.   

We also heard from Jen Southwell from the Seattle Public 

Library system who asked for our support for the 2026 

Library Levy Renewal on the August 4th Primary ballot. 

Candidates for various offices rose to speak about their 

campaigns: 

• Joe Fitzgibbon is running for reelection for 34th 

District Rep. Pos. 2. 

• Mary Anito is also running for 34th Rep. Pos. 2. 

• Theo Angelis was appointed to the State Supreme 

Court Pos. 5 in March by Governor Ferguson and is 

running for a full term. 

• Mike Diaz is a candidate for State Supreme Court 

Pos. 3 

• Gabe Rothstein is running for Seattle Municipal Court 

Judge Pos. 5 

Precinct Leadership  

Chair Jordan Crawley introduced New PCOs. Trent Grohe 

who stood for appointment to SEA 34-1455, and Patrick 

McKee is taking over for Precinct SEA 34-1466. 

Jen Southwell explains the Seattle Public Library levy 

renewal to be on the Primary ballot. 

Rep. Joe Fitzgibbon speaks about his work in Olympia in 

the recently concluded session. 

Mary Anito introduces herself as a new candidate for 

34th Representative. 

https://www.chiefseattleclub.org/
https://nohateinwastate.org/about-il26-001
https://nohateinwastate.org/about-il26-638


This resolution was submitted by Kenny Austin. It asks 

the 34th District Democrats to redirect traffic from 

messages shared on X to either our own website, or 

alternate social media platforms, and not send traffic to 

X from 34th District Democrats communications, 

shifting users off of the X platform and decreasing 

interaction and monetization of the site. We passed this 

resolution without objection. 

Open Discussion on Possible Statewide Actions 

Chair Crawley described the current political realities in 

Washington State: 

• 2 statewide reactionary initiatives will be on the 

November ballot. 

• 33 conservative initiatives are in the signature 

gathering process. 

• Democrats need to counter with an organized effort 

against these regressive proposals. 

• Democrats are also just 3 Senate seats and 7 

House seats away from a supermajority. 

Jordan then asked members for their thoughts and what 

we could do to counteract the conservation actions 

across the state. The input from those at the meeting 

included:  

• Eileen Cody: People out doorbelling is more 

effective than money. 

• Melina Sherman: Conservatives are focusing on 

Eastern Washington and other areas outside of 
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Early Endorsements 

Our newly amended bylaws allow for early 

endorsements. An exemption is now made for any 

sole Democratic candidate in a race that will allow 

them to be endorsed at a May meeting, rather than 

through our traditional endorsement process at the 

June meeting. 

A slate was presented that included ballot measures 

and eligible candidates: 

• Emily Alvarado, 34th District Senator 

• Brianna Thomas, 34th District Rep., Pos. 1 

• Leesa Manion, King County Prosecuting Attorney 

• Katharine Edwards, Seattle Municipal Court 

• Support for the Seattle Library Levy 

• No on both IL26-001 and IL26-638  

Other endorsements were put forward. They required 

a Consideration of Endorsement vote as there are 

other Democrats in those races. The threshold 

needed to be 80% in favor. Using this method, we 

also endorsed US Representative Pramila Jayapal, 

and King County Councilperson Teresa Mosqueda. 

The vote to consider the endorsement of State 

Representative Joe Fitzgibbon failed to reach the 

threshold. He will be up for endorsement again at the 

June meeting. 

A Resolution Calling for Actions to Reduce the 

Influence of X, Formerly Known as Twitter 

Chair Jordan Crawley gives credentials to new PCOs Trent Grohe and Patrick McKee. A member offers a suggestion on how to use 

our influence in other areas in the state. 



Seattle to expand their message. 

• Chris Porter noted that Tina Podalodoski worked 

on supporting Democrats in Red areas. 

• Colton Myers mentioned a candidate in the 35th 

LD who deserves support, as did another person 

who brought up a race in the 14th LD. 

• Micheal Taylor Judd spoke about the 

coordination across the state to pass marriage 

equality in 2012. 

• Postcards to voters in other districts could be 

effective. 

• Rachel Glass reminded us that multiple and 

varied “touches” of communication are important 

to sway individuals to your side. 
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• Hannah Cameron will put up a Slack Channel devoted 

to potential races to be involved in and as a place for 

ideation. 

• Chris Porter felt that we must counteract the large 

conservative highway signs in rural areas. 

• Richard Bartlett reminded us of the actions the 34th 

took by going to the 15th LD in Central Washington. 

Announcements 

Chair Crawley made note of activities coming up. 

• The 34th Democrats annual fundraiser would be on 

May 30th at the Savusa Hall at the White Center HUB. 

• West Seattle Joiners were showing the film “Join or 

Die” at the Highline High School on May 15th, followed 

by a Joiners Jamboree at the school on the 16th.  

• An Adopt-A-Street work party would take place on May 

23th. 

• The Monthly Pop Up Social would be on May 29th at 

Ounces Taproom. 

Good of the Order 

Steve Butts announced that the 34th would share a booth 

with the 33rd Democrats at Burien Pride on June 6. 

Chris Porter rose to say that he would lead a Pollinator 

Walk on Union Bay on May 23rd. 

Elizabeth Gordan spoke of efforts for reparations in 

Washington and the work by those involved at 

waequitynow.org. 

Photos by Jon Shields 

Micheal Taylor Judd Relates his experiences in the push for Marriage 

Equality in 2012. 
Elizabeth Gordan speaks about the work for reparations 

in Washington State. 

Chris Porter invites us to his Pollinator Walk on May 23rd. 
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On Monday, May 18, the King County Democratic Central 

Committee replaced its regularly scheduled fourth Tuesday monthly 

meeting with a special endorsement meeting. The date change was 

necessary to allow endorsed candidates to include their 

endorsements in the 2026 Primary Election Voter Pamphlet, which 

had a deadline of May 19.  

The Agenda and March 2026 meeting minutes were approved. 

Upon nomination by Rickey Klein, Lisa Dawson was unanimously 

elected to be KCDCC Vice-Chair for Fundraising.  

Davina Duerr                  LD 1   Rep. Pos. 1  

Jenne Alderks                 LD 1   Rep.  Pos. 2  

Ashley Fedan                 LD 11  Rep.   Pos. 1 (dual)  

David Hackney               LD 11  Rep.  Pos. 1 (dual)  

Steve Bergquist              LD 11  Rep.   Pos. 2  

Stacy Willoughby            LD 12  Rep. Pos. 1  

Claire Wilson                  LD 30   Senator  

Jamila Taylor                  LD 30   Rep. Pos. 1  

Kristine Reeves              LD 30   Rep. Pos. 2  

Cindy Ryu                       LD 32   Senator  

Lauren Davis                  LD 32   Rep. Pos. 2  

Tina Orwall                     LD 33   Senator  

Edwin Obras                   LD 33   Rep. Pos. 1  

Mia Su-Ling Gregerson  LD 33   Rep. Pos. 2  

Emily Alvarado               LD 34   Senator  

Julia Reed                      LD 36   Rep. Pos. 1  

Janice Zahn                 LD 41   Rep. Pos. 1  

My Linh Thai                  LD 41   Rep. Pos. 2  

Manka Dhingra             LD 45   Senator  

Roger Goodman             LD 45   Rep. Pos. 1  

Vanessa Kritzer              LD 45   Rep. Pos. 2  

Claudia Kaufman           LD 47   Senator  

Debra Entenman           LD 47    Rep. Pos. 1  

Chris Stearns                 LD 47    Rep. Pos. 2  

Vandana Slatter             LD 48    Senator  

Osman Salahuddin        LD 48    Rep. Pos. 1  

Jessica Forsythe             LD 48    Rep. Pos. 2  

The 46th LD was having its endorsement meeting during the 

KCDCC meeting and had these added to the slate of single 

jurisdiction candidates for endorsement  

Javier Valdez                    LD 46    Senator  

Darya Farivar                 LD 46    Rep. Pos. 2  

The above slate of single jurisdiction candidates received the 

endorsement of KCDCC by a vote of 48 Yes - 0 No.   

The following multi jurisdiction candidates received the sole 

endorsement of the King County Democratic Central Committee:  

FEDERAL OFFICES  

Suzan DelBene                    U.S. Rep. District 1  

Pramila Jayapal                   U.S. Rep. District 7  

Kim Schrier                          U.S. Rep. District 8  

Adam Smith                         U.S. Rep. District 9*  

COUNTY OFFICES  

Leesa Manion                     Prosecuting Attorney  

Rob Foxcurran                     Assessor  

Julie Wise                            Director of Elections  

Rebecca Saldana               County Council District 2  

Jorge Baron                         County Council District 4  

Claudia Balducci                 County Council District 6  

Teresa Mosqueda               County Council District 8  

STATE SUPREME COURT  

Colleen Melody                     Supreme Court Justice Pos. 1  

J. Michael Diaz                      Supreme Court Justice Pos. 3  

Ian Birk                                  Supreme Court Justice Pos. 4  

Theo Angelis                         Supreme Court Justice Pos. 5  

Debra Stephens                   Supreme Court Justice Pos. 7  

SUPERIOR COURT  

Kent Liu                                 Superior Court Judge Pos. 20  

Daniel York                            Superior Court Judge Pos. 32  

Tenaya Scheinman              Superior Court Judge Pos. 45  

DISTRICT COURTS  

Jan Trasen                       NE Dist. Court Judge Pos.1*  

Lisa O'Toole                     NE Dist. court Judge Pos. 3  

Kevin Peck                      NE Dist. court Judge Pos. 4  

Denice Gagner            NE Dist. court Judge Pos. 6  

Peter Peaquin                  NE Dist. court Judge Pos. 7  

Raul Martinez                  Shoreline Dist. Court Judge Pos. 1  

Karama Hawkins             Shoreline Dist. Court Judge Pos. 2  

Matthew York                   SE Dist. Court Judge Pos. 2  

Tricia Grove Johnson      SE Dist. Court Judge Pos. 3  

Heather Barker             SE Dist. Court Judge Pos. 5  

SEATTLE OFFICES  

Nilu Jenks                        City Council District 5  

Katharine Edwards       Municipal Court Judge Pos. 2  

Gabriel Rothstein           Municipal Court Judge Pos. 5  

Shantrice Anderson        Municipal Court Judge Pos. 6 

The slate of recommended candidates, with the exception of 

those marked with “*” was approved for adoption on a 48 Yes - 

1 No vote. Candidates Smith and Trasen were pulled from the 

slate for discussion, but also received enough votes to earn 

endorsements.  

Following the vote to endorse all candidates recommended by 

the committee, the floor was opened for additional nominations 

for KCDCC endorsement. These are the candidates/offices 

nominated from the floor:    

Josh Schaer                    NE Dist. Court Judge Pos.1#  

Melissa Chaudry              U.S. Rep. District 9#  

Garman Newsome II     Seattle Municipal Court Pos. 5# 

Chris Roberts                   King County Assessor#  

Toshiko Hasegawa            King Co. Council Dist. 2#  

Julie Kang                          Seattle City Council District 5#  

Jamie Hawk                        State Supreme Court Pos. 3#  

Sean O'Donnell                  State supreme Court Pos. 4#  

Sharonda Amamilo           State Supreme Court Pos. 5#    

None of these candidates received enough votes for 

endorsement. Candidates marked with “#” were seeking dual 

endorsement for offices where KCDCC members had already 

endorsed other candidates earlier in this meeting.  

Following the endorsement, Chair Bazley reminded members to 

get their Pride T-shirts, PCO Chair Amy Hammrick reported on 

progress of filling empty PCO positions, Tim Burns urged us to 

begin our GOTV efforts as soon as possible, and many offered 

kudos to Kat Pipkin and Dean Rodenbough for their work on 

preparing the endorsements.  

Submitted by  Bunny Hatcher, KCDCC Committeeperson 

KCDCC Special Pre-Primary Endorsement Meeting, May 18th, 2026 



SARA's Juneteenth Celebration 
features artist and storyteller Delbert 

Richardson and his national award-
winning "Unspoken Truths" travelling 
history museum. 

Through displays, artifacts, and narrative, 
Mr. Richardson teaches American history 
through an Afrocentric lens that allows us 
to truly understand the past and the 
present. 

Don't miss this very special event. All are 
welcome from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. at 
New Hope Missionary Baptist Church, 
124 21st Avenue in Seattle.  

Thank you to Rev. Robert Jeffrey, Sr., 
and New Hope Missionary Baptist 
Church, the Abe Keller Peace 
Foundation, and Faith Action Network. 
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PSARA Invites You to a 

Juneteenth Celebration 
With Special Guest Delbert Richardson 

June 20, 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church 

124 21st Avenue, Seattle 

Puget 

Sound 

Advocates For 

Retirement 

Action 

PSARA.org 
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Senator Emily Avarado, and Representatives Brianna Thomas and Joe 

Fitzgibbon sat down on May 8th with constituents of the 34th LD to 

field questions and relate legislative successes and disappointments. 

Chair Jordan Crawley described the recently finished session in which 

there were over 700 bills introduced, 270 of which were passed. 

Washington State enjoys a trifecta in state government…Democrats 

occupy every elected position in our government, and control both 

Houses in the Legislature. Jordan pointed out that Democrats are just 

3 senators, and 7 House members from a supermajority…a goal to 

keep in mind as we head into elections this year. 

Questions were submitted from members, and were also posed by 

attendees, on subjects ranging for law and order, healthcare and 

human services, to the environment and nuclear power. 

Washington is a leader in bucking the Trump Administration, and 

fittingly the panel started out by listing some of that pushback in law 

enforcement just passed. Sen. Alvarado pointed to actions taken such 

as no masks for ICE agents or other law enforcement officers, and 

restrictions on license plate data capture that can be used to identify 

immigrants. Other actions include no fake LE insignias. In addition, 

new qualifications have also been put into place for elected sheriffs. 

A question was about nuclear energy, and the state’s poor history of 

managing cost overruns, such as the “Whoops” fiasco in the 1980’s. 

Could a recent push for new nuclear power plants leave counties and 

cities on the hook? Rep. Fitzgibbon responded that all power sources 

have drawbacks, but fossil fuels are the worst…and that all other 

sources need to be looked at as replacement…including nuclear in 

that mix. Solar and wind are intermittent, and we have been importing 

energy from California, but they will form the basis of our grid. 

Can Washington State achieve universal childcare? Rep. Thomas 

responded with the fact that the systems in place now severely 

hamper parents with non-regular, unpredictable schedules. Increased 

pay for daycare center workers also must be increased, it’s very 

expensive to fund training, and to provide space. More help is needed 

from employers in this effort. 

A question on technical instruction brought out the fact that Seattle 

Central College woodworking programs are under budgeting threats. 

Senator Alvarado pointed out that those programs feed into the 

trades, which are AI proof. But funding is tight and choices are tough 

to make. 

Can we expect an increase in state revenue? The “millionaire’s tax” 

will begin in 2029, leaving sales and property taxes as the primary 

sources of money. It was pointed out that special tax exemptions once 

put in place are difficult to revoke. 

Photos by Jon Shields 

Legislative Town Hall — 34th’s Olympia Delegation Gives a 2026 Debrief 

Rep. Joe Fitzgibbon 

Senator Emily Alvarado 

Rep. Brianna Thomas 



Newsletter Editor 

10254  36th Ave. SW 

Seattle, WA 98146 

 

Return Service Requested 

In the interest of protecting our environment and building funds to support endorsed candidates, the 34th District 

Democrats wish to communicate electronically. 
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