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Chair’s Message 

Greetings Neighbors!  

As I write this, we are all celebrating the nomination of Ketanji 

Brown Jackson to the Supreme Court of the United States. 

President Biden made his selection of the first Black woman to 

serve as a Justice. Let’s all hope for a speedy process free of 

controversy.  

At the same time, I am honestly in shock watching the daily 

updates in Ukraine. In my paid job, I manage a team of Ukrainian 

web developers and analysts - all who live in those cities now 

under attack by the Imperialist, unhinged Putin. It is hard to 

fathom what my colleagues and their neighbors are going 

through. I can only hope for their safety and that our strategy to 

bring an end to this aggression will work.  

Colleen Hinton, our Caucus & Elections Chair, along with 1st Vice 

Chair Rachel Glass and I have been working to pull together plans 

for our 2022 Delegate Caucus. See the full article later in the 

newsletter. We need to fill 32 Delegate and 16 Alternate positions 

to fully represent the 34th so I’m counting on your participation. 

You can attend virtually or in person this year so it’s not a huge 

commitment. Please consider stepping up and REGISTER your 

intent to run today! And while you’re at it - invite a friend or 

neighbor! 

The Washington State district maps are now approved, and this 

means some of our friends from Burien will be moving to the 

33rd. We’ve appreciated the energy you’ve brought to our LD, and 

we know you’ll continue to be an active member in your new LD.  

It’s important for you to take action right away so that you are 

able to participate in the upcoming Delegate Caucus for the 

upcoming State Convention.  

If your district has changed, we’d like to make it easy for you to 

join your new WA Dems LD. Unfortunately, we’re not able to easily 

determine which of you are affected, so we are sharing this 

simple 4-step process. 

• Go to the interactive Washington State district map. 

• In the upper-right, use the middle Layers Icon to switch to 

Amended LDs. Use Search Button and enter your address. 

• Zoom out until you can see the district number on the map. 

• If you are a member of the 33rd, go to their website to learn 

more about them. Join!  

6:30pm - Zoom opens for pre-meeting program: 

Mothers for Police Accountability. 

7:15pm - Call to Order 

Opening Ceremonies (15m) 

Approval of Agenda and Minutes (2m) 

Candidate Spotlight (10m) 

“Seattle Approves” Presentation (20m) 

2022 Delegate Caucus Info & Rules Review (10m) 

PCO Appointment & Vote About Reorganization (10m) 

Outreach Committee Back In Action (5m) 

Announcements (10m) 

Good of the Order 

Adjourn 9pm 

Continued on Next Page... 

 Renew or Become a Member 

click here 

34dems.org 
www.34dems.org/contribute 

https://bit.ly/Mar22-MbrMtg
https://bit.ly/BeA34Delegate
https://click.ngpvan.com/k/42042922/331410874/-2125433033?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9OR1AvTkdQMTIvMS85MTgwMSIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICI2MjUwMTM2NC1jYjkyLWVjMTEtYTUwNy0yODE4NzhiODNkOGEiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogIkNhcmxhc3Jv
https://leg-tech.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/a0101d675f8e403298da6546c7c720a3
https://click.ngpvan.com/k/42042924/331410876/-1312460107?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9OR1AvTkdQMTIvMS85MTgwMSIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICI2MjUwMTM2NC1jYjkyLWVjMTEtYTUwNy0yODE4NzhiODNkOGEiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogIkNhcmxhc3Jv
https://click.ngpvan.com/k/42042925/331410877/384785812?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9OR1AvTkdQMTIvMS85MTgwMSIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICI2MjUwMTM2NC1jYjkyLWVjMTEtYTUwNy0yODE4NzhiODNkOGEiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogIkNhcmxhc3JvZ2
https://www.34dems.org/contribute/
https://34dems.ngpvanhost.com/join-34th
http://www.34dems.org/contribute
http://www.34dems.org/contribute
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Executive Board 

Elected Officers 

Carla Rogers | Chair  

chair@34dems.org 

Rachel Glass | First Vice Chair  

vicechair1@34dems.org 

Second Vice Chair | Vacant 

Chris Porter | State Committee Person 

wsdccm@34dems.org 

Roxanne Thayer | State Committee Person 

wsdccw@34dems.org 

King Co. Committeeperson | Vacant  

kcdccm@34dems.org 

Leah Griffin | King Co. Committeeperson  

kcdccw@34dems.org 

Aaron Garcia | King Co. Committee 

kcdccma@34dems.org  

Bunny Hatcher | King Co. Committee  

kcdccwa@34dems.org 

Sara Smith | Secretary  

secretary@34dems.org 

Julie Whitaker | Treasurer  

treasurer@34dems.org 

Committee Chairs 

Sarah Koch | Bylaws & Rules  

bylaws@34dems.org 

Colleen Hinton | Caucus and Elections 

caucus@34dems.org 

Vacant | Community Partnerships 

coalitions@34dems.org 

Carla Rogers | Communications 

digcomm@34dems.org 

Bunny Hatcher | Endorsements &  

Resolutions 

endorse-reso@34dems.org 

Soleil Lewis | Equity & Social Justice 

equity@34dems.org 

Gina Topp | Fundraising & Events 

fundraising@34dems.org 

Trey Lykins | Membership & Hospitality 

membership@34dems.org 

Steve Butts & Karen Richter | Outreach 

outreach@34dems.org 

Nick Bonazza | PCO Coordination  

pco@34dems.org 

Deena Ledger | Platform & Legislative Action 

lac@34dems.org 

Rachel Glass | Programs  

vicechair1@34dems.org 

Other Roles 

Zachary Ramels | Volunteer Coordinator 

Volunteer@34dems.org 

Carla Rogers | Webmaster 

webmaster@34dems.org 

Steve Butts | Newsletter Editor  

newsletter@34dems.org 

Gina Topp | Parliamentarian  

...Continued from Front Page 

I will be reaching out to our departing PCOs and welcoming PCOs from the 11th, 

33rd, 37th and 43rd. At our March meeting our PCOs will also be voting to reorganize 

(re-do elections) or stay as is. After this vote, redistricting will be complete. Please let 

me know if you have questions.  

Thank you for all you do as Democrats! Hope to see you on Zoom on March 9! 

Carla Rogers 

34th LD Chair - chair@34dems.org - 206-432-1998 

Moms for Police Accountability Program - March 9 
We are really excited to have Reverend Harriet Walden from Mothers for Police 

Accountability join us for our pre-meeting program. She will describe the work 

they do in the community and share information about the alarming spikes in gun 

violence and homicides and how they are affecting communities in Seattle (and 

how communities of color are affected in disproportionate ways).  She will also 

tell us how we can help interrupt this cycle of violence, injury, and loss of life with 

a lens of lived experience from the BIPOC point of view.  This will be another 34th 

Speaker Series you won’t want to miss!  

Join a Committee, Join the Executive Board! 
Help make 2022 successful for the 34th Dems by volunteering! This is a 10-month 

commitment with all terms ending December 31, 2022. 

Open Executive Board positions 

• 2nd Vice Chair 

• King County Democrats Representative (Male or non-binary) 

Committees Needing Help 

• I need one person to work with Treasurer Julie and I on the 2022-2023 budget 

proposal. This is a very small commitment of time - 3-4 hours - and would be a 

big help! 

• Are you comfortable using technology (Google, Slack, email, social media, 

other tools)? We are looking for a few helpers on the Communications and 

Membership & Hospitality and Resolutions committees. 

• Are you interested in participating in candidate endorsement interviews? Want 

to help make our endorsements meeting successful? We’d love your support 

on the Endorsements & Resolutions committee.  

Please contact the chair if you are interested.  

Thank You Redistricted Burien PCOs!  
A very special shout out to all the amazing Burien PCOs who have worked to get 

out the vote over the years. We know that you will continue to play a vital role in 

the 33rd Legislative District, THANK YOU for all you do and best wishes! Please 

join us for our pop up socials in the future - you will be missed!  

Krystal Marx 

Annie Phillips 

Joshua Wilmot 

Clara Sekowski 

Sarah Postel 

Rocco DeVito 

Donna Christiansen-Salcedo 

Sam Mendez 

Colleen Hinton 

Sarah Brusig 

Grace Stiller 

Christopher Weiss 

Nancy Kick 

mailto:chair@34dems.org
https://www.mothersforpoliceaccountability.org/
https://www.mothersforpoliceaccountability.org/


3 

 Your Executive Board Meeting 

For March is 

Wednesday the 16th, 7:00 to 8:30 pm. 

Please email the chair to join: 

chair@34dems.org 

34th LD Democrats Member Survey 

Where Should We Hold Our 

Endorsements?  

This is a monthly series of 34th 

Membership surveys that will help the 

leadership of the 34th with your input.  

.https://bit.ly/Mar22-Speak-Up-Survey 

Thanks for speaking up! 

34th Dems Pop Up Social 

March 25th, 5:30 to 8pm 

at Future Primitive Brewery  

9832 14th Ave SW, White Center 

So You Want to be a Delegate? 
All You Need to Know about the 2022 Washington State Democratic Convention... 

Every two years, Washington State Democrats hold a 

statewide convention during which our party’s platform and 

resolution are revisited to ensure that our party represents our 

values, goals and objectives. This year the Convention will be 

comprised of 1,000 elected delegates, 500 alternate 

delegates, and a number of automatic delegates including the 

Chair and Vice-Chair of every legislative district and county 

organization; all members of the WA State Democratic Central 

Committee; Democratic Members of Congress from 

Washington State; and all Democratic Members of the WA 

State Legislature. 

We need 32 Delegates and 16 Alternate Delegates from the 

34th! And ANYBODY who lives in the 34th can run to be a 

delegate - so, we are calling on anyone interested in stepping 

up for this important role in shaping our State Democratic 

Party. This is the bread and butter of our democracy, folks – 

these processes are what keeps our democracy healthy. 

Delegates get to suggest amendments to and vote on the 

proposed state platform and resolutions, thereby representing 

all of us in the 34th and ensuring a progressive and relevant 

party platform.  

PCOs and members of the 34th will decide who represents the 

34th at our Legislative District Caucus to be held on Saturday, 

March 26 at 10 am. (We are proposing rules which will allow 

voting for several hours that day, in order to allow votes by 

members and PCOs who may be unable to attend the Caucus 

but wish to vote.) We will review and vote on these rules at our 

March 9th membership meeting (see the rules on our website 

on March 6th).  

In addition, we are committed to meeting our state party’s 

affirmative action goals for representation by these delegates. 

We have specific goals for the number of Latino, Black, Native 

American, LGBTQ+, people with disabilities, and youth 

delegates we have at the convention. If you fall into any of 

these demographic groups, we would love to have you run to 

be a delegate! If you know of anyone who is not (yet!) a 

member of the 34 th but could be interested in making the 

Democratic Party more representative of the diversity we have 

in Washington State, please encourage them to register to 

run. 

If you intend to run to be a Delegate, you must register by 

March 21, at 5pm PST.  

This year the Convention will be held Saturday, June 25 

through Sunday, June 26. Delegates may attend either in 

person or virtually – the in-person event will be held in 

Tacoma, very convenient for our 34th delegates. Delegates 

need to let us know by April 1 whether they intend to attend in 

person or virtually. 

Once you are elected to be a Delegate or Alternate, there will 

be a couple of meetings during which you will be provided with 

information you need to be an effective delegate. If you are 

interested in running but would like to hear more about it, feel 

free to call Colleen Hinton, Caucus & Elections Chair, at 206-

676-2757, or Rachel Glass, 1st Vice Chair, at 206-763-8249. 

If you already know you want to jump in and run, please 

register by April 21st. 

Join the Outreach Committee 
Come and help out at our booths as we register voters and 

advocate for our endorsed candidates and issues. Your 

presence is also needed in our parade units as we fill the 

streets with Democrats! 

Join us virtually at our 

Outreach Meeting 

March 23rd at 6:30pm 

To join us on Zoom, Please Contact Karen and Steve at 

outreach@34dems.org 

mailto:chair@34dems.org
https://bit.ly/Mar22-Speak-Up-Survey
http://bit.ly/July-Speak-Up-Survey
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc0e8n4AS2oBcCeBCt6WwI4oijc2rThz-t8I0KM1quyLsNUPA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc0e8n4AS2oBcCeBCt6WwI4oijc2rThz-t8I0KM1quyLsNUPA/viewform
https://bit.ly/BeA34Delegate
https://bit.ly/BeA34Delegate


Contact Information and  

Committee Assignments  

for Our Legislators 

Senator 
Joe Nguyen 
Assistant Floor Leader 

Human Services, 

Reentry & Rehabilitation (Vice 

Chair); Environment; Rules; 

Energy & Technology;  

Transportation  

213 John A. Cherberg Building 

PO Box 40434 

Olympia, WA 98504 

(360) 786 - 7667 

Representative 

Eileen Cody 
Chair, Health Care & Wellness; 

Appropriations  

303 John L. O'Brien Building 

PO Box 40600 

Olympia, WA 98504 

(360) 786 - 7978  

Representative 
Joe Fitzgibbon 
Chair, Environment & Energy; 

Appropriations; 

Rural Development, Agriculture 

& Natural Resources   

305 John L. O'Brien Building 

PO Box 40600 

Olympia, WA 98504 

(360) 786 - 7952 

Letters and Submitted Articles 

We are Democrats, and like most Democrats we have 

strong opinions and like to express them. We welcome 

letters and articles. 

All submissions are subject to editing. If submissions 

need to be shortened, you will be given the option of 

editing your own work.  

Photos and notices of upcoming events are always 

welcome. 

The deadline for the April 2022 newsletter will be 

Thursday March 31, 2022 

Mail to Steve Butts, 

10254 36th Ave SW, Seattle, WA 98146 

or email to newsletter@34dems.org 
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Chair Carla Rogers 

opened the meeting by 

happily relaying the 

fact that the school 

levies for Seattle and 

Vashon were passing. 

She ran down what’s 

coming up for the 2022 

election. Kim Schrier’s 

seat in the 8th will be 

a high priority, and we will be working to see that newly 

appointed Secretary of State Steve Hobbs is elected. We will 

also be working for our 34th LD State Senator and our 2 

Representatives. 

 “Join us. Make this the year that you ‘turn it up’”, she urged. 

While we are in a fight for democracy and our democratic 

values, the Republicans will be hosting The Big Lie co-

conspirator Rudy Giuliani to be keynote speaker at an 

upcoming King County GOP event! 

She told members that plans were under way for the 2022 

Delegate Caucus is March 26th and will be held virtually. We 

will pick 32 Delegates and 16 Alternates to the State 

Convention in Tacoma on June 25th, which can be attended in 

person or virtually. To vote at the caucus you must be a PCO, 

or a member by February 25th.  Also in the works is an in-

person fundraiser being for July. 

It appears that redistricting plan will be in effect soon, and 

that communication to Burien PCOs leaving us to the 33rd, 

and new PCOs from other LDs is under way. 

Newly elected Burien City Councilperson Hugo Garcia spoke. 

Burien extended their eviction ban. The city is also amid a 

search for a new city manager. (Include and mention the LTE 

to the B-Town Blog). They are also seeking feedback on the 

best way to utilize the $10 million dollars they received from 

the American Rescue Plan. 

King Co. Councilmember Joe McDermott addressed us. He is 

working on bike helmet law enforcement, which is 

disproportionately leveled against homeless and BIPOC 

persons. He is seeking to repeal the helmet requirement law 

and instead adopt a resolution on the value of wearing 

helmets with a 24-month evaluation period. King County and 

Seattle have spent $221,000 on safety education, which also 

includes distribution of helmets. He also announced that the 

West Seattle to Ballard Sound Transit light rail link draft 

environmental study has been released and there is a public 

comment period open now until April 28th. Find more 

information and comment HERE  

In Case You Missed Our Last Meeting... 

Chair Carla Rogers 

https://wsblink.participate.online/
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The Speak Up Forum question asked members to convey their favorite meetup spots for future Pop-Up Socials, which 

have been popular as members are anxious to get together and chat.  

Candidate Spotlight: Former 23-year West Seattleite, State Supreme Court Justice Mary Yu, is running for re-election. 

She is the first Latina/Asian and openly gay community. She expressed pride in serving on a diverse, majority female 

court.  King Court District Judges Brian Todd, Lisa Paglisotti, and Rebecca Robertson are also looking for our 

endorsement. We will be doing an early endorsement of Senator Patty Murray and Steve Hobbs in either March or April. 

Environment, Energy, and Land Use Caucus Co-Lead Annie Phillips reviewed the environmental bills in the legislature, 

and we passed an amended resolution in support of 6 bills. The caucus had previously met with Rep. Joe Fitzgibbon, who 

gave them a list of the bills he favored. Read it here. 

We had a presentation from the 34th’s Healthcare Caucus, led by Member Jen Nye. who is also the Volunteer 

Communications Director for Whole Washington. The caucus’ goal is to convert our healthcare system to a universal non-

profit, comprehensive delivery system that is without cost at point of service. She advocated for a bill in the legislature 

that would curb corporate health company mergers and acquisitions that decrease competition, not only rising costs but 

limiting access and denying specific procedures which may go against religious strictures…for example 48% of 

Washington hospitals are controlled by Catholic institutions which stand against abortion, gender affirmation surgery, 

and death with dignity. She gave several actions to take in February. 

The state legislature is looking at a wholistic means of addressing the many health care bills that are introduced each 

session which target very specific issues without looking at the big picture. It set up a universal health care work group in 

2019 that reported their proposals in 2021. 

Jen is also the volunteer communications director for Whole Washington. They are gearing up for an initiative campaign 

to bring universal healthcare to Washington, based on Senate Bill 5204 “The Whole Washington Health Trust”. 

Campaign director for this effort Andre Stackhouse played a video explaining the initiative and their means to collect 

signatures via a system of 800 Signature Captains leading small teams each collecting 500 signatures for a goal of 

400,000., 

See Whole Washington’s 2022 Campaign Video here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BnBoDWytUOA 

Nick Bonazza introduced new PCO Deena Ledger (for SEA 34-3263) and gave a rundown of what PCOs will be doing this 

year. Starting in mid-February PCOs will be talking with voters to ID them for the Votebuilder database. Later in the year 

there will be popup voter registration events in conjunction with the Outreach and Equity and Social Justice Committees. 

He urged current PCOs to file to run for 2023/2024 in May. Speaking about redistricting, Nick noted those PCOs elected 

and appointed will remain in their current precinct regardless of which LD they are in. He said that the 34th was well-

represented at the King County Democrats 2022 kickoff on January 30th. 

New board members appointed are Deena Ledger, who will take over the Platform and LAC Committee, Gina Topp will 

assume the leadership of Fundraising and Events, and Soleil Lewis will be Chair of the Equity and Social Justice 

Committee. 

Don’t forget...our meetings are recorded! See this meeting HERE 

State Supreme Court Justice Mary Yu Andre Stackhouse from Whole Washington New PCO and Board Member Deena Ledger 

https://34dems.org/resolution-in-support-of-2022-climate-bills/
https://wholewashington.org/
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2021-22/Htm/Bills/Senate%20Bills/5204.htm?q=20220223180428
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BnBoDWytUOA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qtIc3klQ6Ok
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Our pre-meeting program was a presentation by Martin Pavel and 34th 

Member Martin Westerman who are advocating for a gondola car link 

from West Seattle to Metro and Sound Transit Light Rail Transit 

Systems. Urban gondola systems are being increasingly used as transit 

solutions in cities such as Mexico City, Singapore, Anakra, and La Paz. It 

is being proposed here to speed up Sound Transit access from West 

Seattle, which otherwise won’t be in place until around 2032. 

Learn more about the proposed West Seattle Skylink system HERE. 

Pavel and Westerman presented arguments in favor of a gondola 

system: There would be fewer, smaller towers than an above-ground 

light rail extension; the stations would have a less intrusive footprint; 

the cost would be less, allowing funding to go to other Sound Transit 

needs; and it is purported to be in place by 2026. Compared to an 

underground link, a gondola system could more easily be extended to 

White Center and Renton. 

The county has embarked on a study of this option, and interest has 

been expressed by other leaders as well, including Sen. Joe Nguyen and 

Mayor Bruce Harrell. We will see if this latest plan to “Rise Above It All” 

will succeed where the West Seattle to Ballard monorail project failed to 

get off the ground 15 years ago. 

Watch the Skylink presentation HERE. 

February Pre-Meeting Program - The Proposed West Seattle Skylink  

Martin Pavel  Martin Westerman 

London's Emirates Air Line crosses the Thames. Image 

from Visit London.   

Pop Up Socials Are Bringing 34th District Democrats Together 

34th Dems have been anxious to get together 

and catch up with each other, and discuss the 

events of the day. These gatherings may not 

quite make up for our regular in-person 

meetings, but they are helping to maintain old 

bonds as we form new ones with members who 

have recently joined our organization. 

Watch for these events as the “pop up”! See 

you at the next one at Future Primitive 

Brewery on March 25th! 

Carla Rogers, Leah Griffin, Sen. Joe Nguyen 

and Bruce Stotler 

Sam Mendez and Kathy Minsch Michael Epton, Les Treall, Maria Ramirez 

and Joy Pakulak. 

Ann Martin with  Marcee and Max Vekich Bruce Stotler and Chris Weiss 

https://www.westseattleskylink.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hengx_xbFaA&t=1063s
https://www.visitlondon.com/things-to-do/place/44124004-emirates-air-line-cable-car-and-thames-clippers-river-roamer


Notes from the Environmental, Energy and Land Use Caucus 

State Commercial Building Code Updates: 

Once every three years, the state building codes get updated.  This 

is our chance to make a lot of progress with controlling greenhouse 

gases emitted from new construction.  The first six months of this 

year are about commercial codes; the latter six are about 

residential.  The proposed updates would be very effective in 

reducing GHGs from buildings, our second greatest (and most 

rapidly growing) source of carbon in this state.   

We should encourage these updates, which include heat pump 

space heaters/AC, heat pump water heaters, prep wiring for major 

electric appliances like stoves and dryers even if gas appliances will 

be initially installed, and programmable thermostats. 

The window for comments closes March 11.  For information and 

to send written comments HERE. 

Comments on Sound Transit’s draft Environmental Impact 

Statement for the proposed West Seattle/Ballard light rail 

extension:  

West Seattle will benefit from a way to get to the main north-south 

light rail line, and voters approved the general plan (ST3) in 2016. 

Sound Transit (ST) has recently issued a draft Environmental Impact 

Study (DEIS) and will be taking public comments on it until April 28. 

Add your comments HERE. 

The construction and the ongoing presence of the spur and three 

new stations will have a huge impact on our neighborhoods. The EIS 
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King County Democrats February Meeting Report 

The meeting started off with the incredible news that the Winter Soiree raised $55 thousand dollars to support Democratic 

candidates in King County. Thank you to all of the members of the 34th who attended and donated! 

Cacima Lee, of Viets for Afghans spoke about the incredible work her organization is doing to aid Afghan refugees. If you would 

like to volunteer to help in their effort, you can volunteer here Viets4Afghans Volunteer Sign Up 

Form (google.com). 

The bulk of the meeting was spent on endorsement preparation. 

The KCDCC passed an amendment to the endorsement rules that will limit the scope of who 

qualifies for an early endorsement in order to ensure a greater consideration of equity. Early endorsements must only take place 

in the March meeting, and must have a viable conservative opponent for federal or statewide candidates only. We also edited the 

candidate questionnaires to alleviate gatekeeping by utilizing yes/no questions in order to keep questionnaire completion to 

under an hour. All candidate questionnaires were approved by consent. 

We also passed a resolution in support of adding a utility district to the Northeast area of King County. 

Submitted By Leah Griffin, KCDCC Committeeperson 

describes alternate routes for the tracks, and 

combinations of elevated, on grade or tunnel (multi-

modal) options, with comparative costs, schedules, and 

impacts on homes, businesses and jobs.   

Because the cost and the timeline have greatly stretched 

since 2016 – ST now projects completion by 2032 and 

even later for the Ballard extension – a new idea is 

gaining interest.  Our Environment, Energy and Land Use 

caucus watched a presentation on the aerial gondola in 

November and passed a resolution asking for a 

comparative study. Before our last monthly LD meeting 

February 9, Martin Westerman and Martin Pagel gave 

their presentation to the membership...See Page 6. 

Members of the Environmental, Energy and Land Use Caucus. 

Burien In the Process of Selecting a New City Manager 
The Burien City Council has begun the process of selecting a new City Manager to replace Brian Wilson, who resigned in January. 

As the search progresses, the council appointed Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services Director Carolyn Hope is to assume that 

role on an interim basis. The search to find a permanent City Manager is expected to take four months. 

Burien has a “Weak Mayor”, unlike Seattle which has a strong mayoral system. Burien PCO Nancy Kick and former Burien 

Councilmember Austin Bell wrote a wonderful explanation on the differences between the two methods of city governance. 

Please read their piece  ”Burien is hiring a new City Manager – why you should care” in the B-Town Blog for a great lesson in 

civics. While we are losing a substantial amount of territory in Burien, the 34th LD still has a footprint in the city...and we should 

be familiar how it operates. 

https://www.sbcc.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2022-01/WSR_22_02_076_Full_WSEC_C_CR102.pdf
https://www.soundtransit.org/get-to-know-us/news-events/news-releases/comment-period-begins-draft-environmental-impact-statement
https://www.vietsforafghans.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfrcofgt4rqt4epe3Ywq4S6XR3uaTIhn-8HYcXvdW2RiCHLvA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfrcofgt4rqt4epe3Ywq4S6XR3uaTIhn-8HYcXvdW2RiCHLvA/viewform
https://b-townblog.com/2022/02/05/letter-to-the-editor-burien-is-hiring-a-new-city-manager-why-you-should-care/
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Max Vekich Confirmed to a Seat on the Federal Maritime Commission 
Long-time member of the 34th District Democrats Max Vekich was sworn in as a Commissioner to the Federal Maritime 

Commission on February 15th, culminating a nearly 8-month process that started with his nomination by President 

Biden last June. He was confirmed a few days earlier by the U.S. Senate on February 10th via a roll call vote of 51 to 43, 

gaining three Republican votes: Dan Sullivan and Lisa Murkowski of Alaska, and Susan Collins of Maine. 

Chair of the Senate Commerce Committee, Senator Maria Cantwell, said of Max as his nomination was voted out of her 

committee: 

“Mr. Vekich knows port and shipping communities firsthand. He spent his life working in the maritime industry … 

and I know he understands the importance of what a maritime economy 

is to the State of Washington's economy. 

“The perspective and experience that Mr. Vekich will bring to this position 

of Commissioner is needed in this moment,” Cantwell said at the 

nomination hearing in October. “He has a unique career first serving as a 

member of the Washington Legislature, followed by a long career as a 

longshoreman in Grays Harbor and in Seattle. Mr. Vekich knows port and 

shipping communities firsthand. He spent his life working in the maritime 

industry, and knows the challenges faced by the maritime and intermodal 

transportation system. And I know he understands the importance of 

what a maritime economy is to the State of Washington's 

economy and knows how important it is to our national 

economy as well.” 

Part of Max’s time in the Washington State Legislature as a 

Representative from the 35th LD overlapped with that of 

Cantwell, who was instrumental in getting Max nomination.  

The commission will now 

have a 3 to 2 majority in 

favor of Democrats. The 

issues Max wants to address are 

focused largely on supply chain issues. 

Freight traffic is not evenly spread out 

among the ports, particularly on the 

West Coast. LA/Long Beach sees more 

traffic than it has capacity for, while 

San Francisco and Seattle/Tacoma are 

underutilized. He envisions more 

cooperation with ports similar to the 

Seattle/Tacoma Seaport Alliance. He 

wants incentives in place to improve 

the timeliness of container movement 

out of port properties and out into the 

interior of the country. The commission will also address the auto and rail 

congestion in proximity to port areas to facilitate freight mobility. 

Max and his wife (and our former Chair) Marcee Stone-Vekich met within the 

34th District Dems organization. They will be moving to the “other 

Washington” shortly for the duration of his term, which will extend to the end 

of June 2026.  

Max Vekich as he was confirmed by the Senate 

on February 10th. 

Max and Marcee Vekich pose as Max is sworn 

into office via Zoom on February 15th. 

Sen. Maria Cantwell speaks at Max’s 

send-off on February 24th. 

Ahem... 

https://www.fmc.gov/
https://www.fmc.gov/
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