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Chair Report 
February has been a busy month in the 34th District, and the 
year is young.  
 
Thursday, February 17 was Health Care Responsibility Act 
(HCRA) Lobbying Day in Olympia, and several of us were 
there lobbying for this and other legislation. 
 
The Health Care Responsibility Act, SB 5637 and HB 1702, 
would require employers of 50 or more people in Washington 
state to take responsibility for providing basic, affordable 
health insurance to their employees. They would have a 
choice: they could purchase basic coverage on their own for 
employees who work more than 86 hours per month, or pay a 
fee to help expand the state’s Basic Health Plan (BHP) for the 
uninsured. Employers would not be required to cover 
dependents, and employees would be expected to pay a 
portion of their monthly premiums. 
 
Both the Senate and House Health Care Committees heard 
testimony on this bill Thursday, starting at 8 AM in the House, 
where Eileen Cody is the Committee Chair. At 8 AM the 
hearing room was jammed, with not a seat available, and 
another room, with TV screens, was needed to handle the 
overflow. 
 
Union members and other supporters were out in force, most 
notably the United Food and Commercial Workers (UFCW) 
and Service Employees International Union (SEIU). Randy 
Decker and I represented the 34th District. Randy was there for 
SEIU Local 775 as well. 
 
Wal-Mart representatives, of course, were there to testify 
against the bill, along with the usual lobbyists from the usual 
business groups, the Association of Washington Business 
(AWB), National Federation of Independent Businessmen 
(NFIB), Farm Bureau Federation, and the Restaurant 
Association.  
 
The situation was much the same in the Senate 
hearing, and so was the testimony. Erik Poulsen 
sits on the Senate Health Care Committee. 
HCRA should pass the House, as it did last 
session; passage in the Senate is less likely, 
and it could come down to a vote or two. Watch 
this one closely. 
   Continued on Page 7 
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Something New This Month! 

Our First Issues Fair 
March 9, 2005 

6:30 Social, 7:00 Meeting 
The Hall at Fauntleroy 

9131 California Ave S.W. 
 

7:00 p.m. Call to Order  
 
Issues Fair (See Enclosed Flyer)  
 
8:30 p.m. Business Meeting  
 
New Business  
· PCO Appointments 
· Bylaws Amendment (Page 7) 
· 2005 Budget 
·  
Good of the Order  
 
9:00 p.m. Adjourn  

In This Issue 
Presidents Day in Olympia ..................... Page 2 
34th District Bulletin Board ..................... Page 3 
Legislative Report ................................... Page 4 
KCDCC Report ....................................... Page 4 
Proposed 2005 Budget........................... Page 5 
Minutes of February Meeting.................. Page 6 
Proposed Bylaws Change ...................... Page 7 

New Meeting Time 
Beginning this month with the 
Issues Fair, the meetings will be 
starting a half hour earlier, at 7:00 
with our social time at 6:30. Heather 
Woodruff had been providing us 
with munchies before the meeting 
but she is no longer able to this 
because of job, her son, etc. So 
instead we’re asking people to bring 
finger food so that this job is shared 
among the members. We will still 
provide the beer and wine. 
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Forty-five Democrats representing eight Legislative Districts in King County participated in 
the First King County Democrats State Legislative Action Day by visiting the Legislature on 

Presidents Day. 34th members attending were: Steve Tolliver, 
Randy Decker, Ethel Williams, Nels Ekroth, Cherisse Luxa, Liz 
Giba, Robin and Arlene Hess, Toni Lysen, Jackie and Ed 
Dupras.  
 
Members of most of the districts in King County met at noon in 
a House Office hearing room and were visited by all three of 
the 34th LD legislators: Senator 
Erik Poulsen and Representatives 
Eileen Cody and Joe McDermott.  
We also heard from House 
Speaker Frank Chopp, State 
Senators Adam Kline, Karen 
Kaiser, and Representatives Bob 
Hasegawa, Maralyn Chase, Shay 
Sual-Berke, Eric Pettigrew, and Ed 
Murray. Legislators offered 
updates on pending legislation and 

the state budget negotiations. Speaker Chopp encouraged 
Democrats to find legislative candidates for seats occupied by 
Republicans. We also discussed Mental Health Parity, the 
California Vehicle Emissions Act HB1397, Hood Canal 
Cleanup, Cheaper Canadian Drugs, Civil Rights for Sexual 
Minorities HB 1515, Healthy Sex Ed (not Abstinence Ed!) HB 
1282, Simple majority for School Levies, Embryonic Stem Cell Research, Election Reform, 
Health Care for ALL Children HB 1441, Progressive Tax Reform and Revenue Generation, 
and Renewable Energy. 

34th members also met separately with 
Representative Cody and McDermott in 
their offices. Some members  attended 
afternoon hearings and took tours of 
the newly remodeled Legislative 
Building. 
 
For many, this was their first trip to the 
State Legislature while others are 
experienced legislative viewers and 
lobbyists and have testified before 
committees. All agreed it was a 
worthwhile experience and many would 
like to schedule another visit before the 
Legislative session ends this year. 
 
 Toni Lysen with Jackie Dupras 
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While some of our members were at the Capital, Bruce Stotler, Jeff Gringer (and Sophie), 
Greg Doss, Dan Fievez, and Dennis Smith attended the PCO training at St. Martin’s 
College (Which, by the way, was $10 instead of $15 thanks to Bruce’s insistence). Our very 
own chair, Ivan Weiss, was one of the presenters speaking on Building a Precinct 
Committee. After the Training some of us went to the Crab Feed where Christine Gregoire 
spoke. Jeff’s daughter, Sophie, greeted the Governor when  she walked in the door. Their 
picture is on the next page. 
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Want to know what’s happening in the State Legislature? Sign up for 
Representatives Eileen Cody and Joe McDermott’s e-mail newsletter.  
 
In the last issue is a description of Senate Bill 5097, an apprentice utilization 
program that trains workers and puts them to work in high-skilled fields, a 
program that was started under former Governor Locke. It requires that no less 
than 15%  of total labor hours on state public works projects that are estimated to 
cost $1 million or more be performed by apprentices. But this bill builds in some 
flexibility, so agencies can adjust or waive the requirement for specified reasons. 
Apprentice-ship programs have been a resounding success for over five years. 
They have been used by government entities all over the state including the city 
of Tacoma, the Port of Seattle, the Spokane School District, and Cowlitz County. 
This bill will help put people to work.  
 
There also is an update on the Prescription Drug Plan that Eileen Cody 
Sponsored. It’s easy to sign up. Just go to  
http://hdc.leg.wa.gov/members/cody/ememo.asp.  



�����������	������	(�����	
"�������	(�!��� 	
Advocates of true voting systems reform and election 
integrity celebrated a victory after testimony before the 
Washington House Committee on State Government 
Operations and Accountability in regards to HB 1025 on 
January 25.  This bill was a carryover from an effort made 
during the previous 2004 session of the legislature which 
was reintroduced this session.  The bill was considered to 
be superficial and weak in the changes that it outlined, 
eventually leaving the door open to more fraud-prone and 
insecure systems.  Testimony against the bill was 
unanimously negative except for the initial overview 
presented by one of the bill’s sponsors.  Voting rights 
activists from VotersUnite.org and BlackBoxVoting.org 
were joined by Steven Tolliver from the 34th District’s 
LAC and Paul Lehto, an attorney from Everett, in offering 
testimony against the bill.  Mr. Lehto has contributed 
significant work in presenting evidence of election 
irregularities in regards to the paperless touch-screen 
voting machines used in the 2004 General Election in 
Snohomish County. Representative Joe McDermott sits 
on the House committee and has informed us that the bill 
will not pass out of committee. 
 
SB 5395 was passed out of committee in the Senate on 
February 18. This bill is more sharply focused and deals 
primarily with requiring that all voting systems produce 
voter-verifiable paper ballots. The Election Reform Task 
Force organized by Governor Gregoire has been holding 
meetings around the state during February. David 
McMurray and Steven Tolliver from the 34th LAC 
attended the meeting at highline Community College on 
February 14. The last meeting is scheduled for February 
24 at Skagit Valley College Cafeteria in Mount Vernon. 
The Task Force is required to report to Governor Gregoire 
by March 1. Information about the Task Force is available 
at www.governor.wa.gov/electionreform. 
 
   Steven Tolliver, 
   Legislative Action Committee 
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House Passes Measure to Reduce Requirement 
for Passage of School District Levies 
While in Olympia for Presidents’ Day  some members of 
the group watched the House in Legislative Session 
during which time SHJB 4205 passed. This legislation 
reduces the requirement for passage of School District 
levies from the current supermajority of 60% to a simple 
majority of 50%, making it easier for school districts to 
gain the necessary funding for operation and 
maintenance. This measure has been proposed by Rep. 
Shay Shual-Berke (D- 33rd) a former Highline School 
District School Board member in every legislative session 
since she was elected. Republicans opposed it because 
they likened it to a tax increase and blocked the votes. In 
2002 it failed by one vote. This is victory for Democrats 
and we must work for Senate passage. 
   Toni Lysen 
   LAC Chair 
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Congressman Jim McDermott wants us to buy a 
Congressman. If all the voters in a Congressional district 
give $10 to their choice for the job, that would produce 
more money than what the companies are giving and the 
Congressperson would be responsible only to the people 
of the District! He handed out pledge forms and 
challenged King County to proceed. 
  
County Councilmember, Larry Gossett, spoke of Black 
History Month.  
 
Carolyn Edmonds is running for reelection to the County 
Council and Dan Becraft is running for Port Commissioner 
Position #4 (feels the Port earns enough to pay its own 
way & should not request any tax money).  
 
Air America was presented by Edie Howard & we were all 
encouraged, not only to listen, but also to encourage 
advertisers. Contact Jim Trapp @ 206-805-1090 
jtrapp@infinityseattle.com.  
 
The treasury is in very good shape and the independent 
audit of past three years went very well. 
 
Any volunteers for Poll Workers Coordinator? Our 34th 
does not yet have one. Poll Workers Class April 2, 10 to 
12 noon.  
 
Paul Berendt will be inviting everyone who attended last 
year's precinct caucuses to attend a spring meeting to 
discuss next steps for Democrats.  
 
Resolutions passed unanimously to support the Mental 
Health Parity Act, the Health Care Responsibility Act & 
Initiative 336 (for stricter regulation of doctors guilty of 
persistent medical negligence) now before our 
Legislature.  
 
KCDCC Honors Banquet - Friday, March 18 at the  
downtown Hilton Hotel with Governor Gregoire as 
Speaker. $70 each. Each Legislative District is 
encouraged to have a table of 10 @ $700.  
 
March 22, Tues. KCDCC Meeting - Grassroots Festival 
from 5:30 to 9:00 pm, with many progressive 
organizations presenting their programs. 
  
April 16, Sat. Spring Cleaning Rummage Sale - 10 am to 
3 pm at the Carpenter's Hall in Renton. Donate all kinds 
of household items except for clothing, then come and 
buy what you need. Renton Salvation Army will get 
anything that doesn't sell.  
 
April 26, Tues. KCDCC Meeting - Energy Fair led by 
Maria Cantwell & Jay Inslee. Although scheduled for 7 
pm, come early to see the solar house that will be set up 
on the grounds of the Renton Carpenter Hall. 
 
   Robin Hess 
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President Bush's budget plan calls for elimination 
or reduction 68 federal programs that he has never 
targeted before, including vocational-education 
grants, emergency medical services for children 
and assistance to local law enforcement agencies. 
 
 The 68 programs are among 154 the Bush 
administration singled out for termination or major 
reduction to help restrain spending in the $2.57 
trillion budget for fiscal 2006 he sent to Congress 
on February 7. Many of the 154 were recycled 
from previous budgets that Congress rejected 
before and they are unlikely to be accepted this 
year either. 
 
 But Bush went beyond the perennial cuts to take 
aim at a range of other federal services that for the 
first time he deemed ineffective or inessential, 
focusing mainly on education, health, social 
services and law enforcement. The 68 new targets 
will help shape the contours of the budget battle 
set to begin on Capitol Hill as lawmakers from both 
parties prepare to pick apart the Bush plan and 
rally behind favored programs. 
 
 The list of targeted programs is part of a 233-page 
report that also discusses savings in mandatory 
social programs such as Medicare and Medicaid, 
military restructuring and new user fees. Much 
attention has focused on the program cuts 
because they fall within the discretionary portion of 
the budget that the White House and Congress 
control, and the report attempts to provide detailed 
justifications for each cut. 
 
All told, Bush wants to eliminate 99 programs, 
reduce 55, and restructure 16, for a total 
annual savings of $20 billion.  After the cost of 
revisions, the net savings would be $17.2 billion, 
according to the report. 
 
The target list stemmed from an administration 
evaluation of more than 600 programs, of which 33 
percent were determined to be ineffective or to 
have undemonstrated results. 
 
Health and Human Services programs would face 
significant cuts. The Bush plan would cut seven 
Health Resources and Services Administration 
(HRSA) programs that earmark money for 
emergency medical services for children, hospital 
construction, traumatic brain injury and newborn 
hearing screening. Despite the national rise in 
child obesity, the White House wants to eliminate 

a $59 million media campaign to encourage 
children ages 9 to 13 to be more physically active, 
judging it redundant given similar drives by 
Nickelodeon and the Disney Channel. 
 
Among the programs to be eliminated are $20 
million in Emergency Medical Services for 
Children, $31.8 million in Geriatric Programs, and 
$29.2 million in Area Health Education Centers. 
For a complete list of programs to be eliminated, 
check www.34dems.org, or we will have copies at 
the March meeting. 
 
Edited from the Washington Post, Senate staff 
reports  
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Of the 68 programs slated for cuts or reductions,  
28 programs are within the Labor, Health and Human Services  Budget  
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Treasurer’s Report 
Balance as of January 31 $5,723 
Revenue in February 2,832 
Expenses in February 376 
Balance as of February 21 $8,179 
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Proposed Bylaws Amendment  
Our present bylaws require that our newsletter, which 
is the official call for meetings, be mailed ten days 
prior to the meeting. This day happens to be a 
Sunday when, of course, the post office is closed. 
We have been mailing it on Saturday, but the post 
office closes at 4:00 and as anybody who has helped 
mail the newsletter can tell you, this can make for a 
mad dash to the post office, sometimes with the 
driver of the car frantically slapping on labels while 
waiting at red lights. Yes, this has happened. 
 
Another problem is that Costco isn’t always able to 
get the newsletter printed when we need it. The guys 
in the print shop have been extremely helpful and 
have even come in early so that we could meet our 
deadline when I have whined and begged, but the 
newsletter editor is very tired of whining and begging  
and the shop is a lot busier than it used to be. 
Sometimes they can’t make it.  
 
The Executive Board proposes that the bylaws be 
changed so that the newsletter can be mailed nine 
days before the meeting.  If the newsletter can be 
mailed on Monday, we can have a leisurely mailing 
party on Sunday and mail it Monday morning. If 
things don’t work out with the printer, we can still 
have a mailing party on Monday and get it to the post 
office with little problem.  

Chair Report  (Continued from Page 1) 
There was other action in the Legislature, of 
course, which drew its share of citizen 
lobbyists. 34th District members who lobbied 
that day, in addition to Randy and me, were 
Walt Creekmore, Tim Nuse, Robin Hess, 
Laurie Rechholtz, Keith Hutchings, David 
Kerlick, and Teresa Toole. Apologies if I have 
omitted anyone. 
 
February 21, Presidents’ Day, of course was 
lobbying day for the King County Democratic 
Central Committee. I couldn’t be in two 
places at once; I was a presenter at the State 
Democrats’ Precinct Committee Officer 
training at St. Martin’s College. 
 
If you missed the fun at Olympia’s 
“Democracy theme park,” there’s still a lot of 
session left. Closer to home, there will be 
plenty to come Wednesday, March 9, at the 
34th District’s first “Issues Fair.” And in April, 
King County Executive Ron Sims will be our 
principal speaker.  
 
We’re the 34th District Democrats, and we 
have all the democracy you can handle. See 
you. 
   Ivan Weiss 
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