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What You Can Do to support Democratic
Candidates and Get Out the Vote

At the Demaocratic Convention on Monday night, Bill Clinton,
Jimmy Carter and Hilary Clinton all made compelling,
inspirational speeches as to why John Kerry should be
President. As Democrats we all know this of course — but it's
not so obvious to those that are yet undecided. It is
incumbent upon all of us, and part of our civic duty, to make
sure Bush is no longer in office as of January 01, 2005. If
you are new to our District, been inactive, or have been
active, young, old — all of you. If you have not started yet —
it's not too late at all. Here are 10 ideas for things you can
do. Please note that this is not an inclusive list, nor is it
prioritized — it's up to you.

1. If you are a PCO, walk your precinct; if not, be appointed
to a precinct without one.

2. Become a 34" District member or become active — we
need more help with outreach and getting out the vote.
And we are fun.

3. Donate an item to the Sept 9" 34" Garden Party auction
and/or buy something there —

4. Speak at a local church or community organization in
White Center or Delridge

5. Register voters at one of our scheduled events or on your
own

6. Host a fundraising party for Kerry, Murray, or other
deserving Democratic candidate

7. Volunteer at the Coordinated Campaign’s phone banks —
contact Chikodi Chima at chikodi@wa-democrats.com

8. Contribute to one or more campaigns — make this year
your personal record for Democratic donations — either
money and/or time.

9. Rally your neighbors, friends, family, coworkers — engage
them in discussions and recruit

34th District

August 11, 2004

6:30 Social, 7:00 Meeting
The Hall at Fauntleroy
9131 California Ave SW

7:00 p.m. — Call to Order

- Flag Salute
Approval of Agenda
Approval of Minutes
Chair’s Report
Treasurer's Report
Committee Reports

Program—Endorsements

This is our annual endorsement
meeting where 34th District members
vote to endorse state and local
candidates for office and judgeships
and to endorse initiatives and
referendums. This is probably the
most important meeting of the year.
Be sure to be there where your vote
counts.

You must be a member to vote.
PCOQ'’s are automatically members. If
your name isn't in the margins of this
newsletter and you feel it should be,
contact Jackie Dupras at 935-9683
or jdupras@quidnunc.net.

New Business
Old Business
Good of the Order

Adjourn

them to help
10. Your own idea!
Legislative Report
Act locally to help get our country g P
back on the right track — the time is

Inside This Month’s Issue
Report on Cherisse Luxa’s Trip to Boston Page 2

Page 3

Bulletin Board—What's Happening in the 34th  Page 4

now! Letters—Cindi Laws on the Monorail Page 5
' Kerry Campaign Update Page 6
Minutes Page 7

Continued on Page 7
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As this is being written, the National Democratic
convention interrupts a rather quiet summer to
remind Democrats we have 3 months left to win
back the Presidency. Among the hot issues, the
pharmaceutical industry is betting people care
about health care ..... seven pharmaceutical
companies are among the 36 top contributors to
the Democratic National Convention, donating a
total of between $2.5 and $5 million. According to
the Indianapolis Star (July 26), this is “notable
because drug companies generally contribute more
to the Republicans.” Check back after the
Republican convention! John Kerry's proposal to
expand health care coverage is estimated to cost
$653 billion over 10 years, financed in part by the
repeal of tax cuts for families whose annual
incomes exceed $200,000.

The tax-cut issue will revive when Congress returns
in September, with the White House again
demanding an irresponsible five-year extension
costing more than $100 billion, not the more limited
two-year measure that failed recently. Before
Congress adjourned for its August recess last week
it cleared only one fiscal 2005 spending bill...a
$418 billion defense appropriations bhill. The
measure (HR 4613), which includes $25 billion in
emergency funding for operations in Iraq and
Afghanistan. The House passed 10 of the 13
regular spending bills for next year and Senate
GOP leaders are now expected to roll the spending
bills into an omnibus bill to be considered after
Labor Day. The most contentious domestic
spending measures are for veterans, labor/health/
education, and transportation and Congressional
Quarterly magazine suggests that Congress may
go into a lame-duck session after the November 2
elections if it becomes frozen due to presidential
election politics.

The good news is that the Federal Marriage
Amendment failed to get even a majority of votes to
move it forward in the Senate. If adopted, this
amendment would have denied states the right to
decide who can get married in their states and
preempt the constitutions of the 50 states.
Massachusetts is currently the only state that
permits gay and lesbian couples to marry. To learn
more check the ACLU website: www.aclu.org.

Unfortunately, Congress failed to block the Bush
overtime pay take-away before it adjourned.
Starting on Aug. 23, employers can begin
reclassifying many workers as ineligible for
overtime. For more explanation of the Bush
overtime pay take-away follow this link: http://
www.unionvoice.org/ct/5d1XtQ910pCI.

Other snippets: %
Army recruiting all time low: Army officials )
confirmed last Wednesday that none of the Army’s %
five recruiting brigades met assigned goals for new &
recruits between March and July. That has forced ¢
the Army to speed up induction of recruits who had ;

&

%

signed to begin their service at various times over
the next year. As of June 30, for example, the

delayed entry program had just 2,260 recruits, vs. |
12,236 a year ago. Even with the planned addition & !
of 1,000 more recruiters, and bonuses of up to '
$10,000 to entice outgoing soldiers to re-enlist, !
Army officials are still not sure they can meet force- &
level goals without forcing more involuntary service
and duty rotations. Chattanooga Times Free Press

(Tennessee) July 25. z s
&
Reimportation of prescription drugs: The Wall St. | ($$$
Journal (7/22) and the Philadelphia Inquirer (7/26) &)
recently examined the increased number of $
Canadian pharmacies that have begun to seek
supplies from outside the US because U.S. #
Pharmaceutical companies have limited supplies to g
help prevent reimportation. (Drug companies must %
repay the administration whose door is always 9
open to them!) & %

Bush blocks medical suits: The administration has g
been in court to block lawsuits by consumers who ~ # ((
say they have been injured by prescription drugs '

and medical devices contending consumers cannot

~

recover damages for such injuries if the products )
have been approved by the Food and Drug $) 1 &,
Administration (NYT 7/25/04). 2 &
1 &
Tobacco requlation: The Senate on July 15 * &é{)
approved legislation that would allow the FDA for &!)& #
the first time to regulate the manufacture, ""## )
promotion and sale of cigarettes "in return for an % |#
industry-financed buyout of tobacco farmers — part ﬁ
of a larger corporate tax relief bill (HR 4520). W
% *
Food allergies: Legislation that would require food "
labels to clearly identify ingredients commonly .
associated with food allergies (S 741) cleared the *
Congress July 20. §4

A good resource is the Government Accountability
Office (GAO) website for publications, reports,
congressional testimony-- http://www.gao.gov/cgi-
bin/getrpt?GAO-04-839T.

Happy summer reading in between voter &
registration! Consider joining the Legislative
Committee when it resumes meeting in the Fall. ) !

Toni Lysen, Chair
Legislative Issues Committee
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The Seattle Monorail is On Track!

By Cindi Laws

In 2002, voters said “YES” to the Monorail for the
third time, approving a specific plan and the funding
for the Seattle Monorail Project (SMP) to build the
14-mile Green Line that will serve West Seattle,
linking our district with every major venue and
attraction in Seattle. That's what voters approved
and that's exactly what SMP is delivering.

In just over a year, the Project invited and received
unprecedented public involvement to make a good
plan even better. This year the SMP Board
approved the final alignment for the Green Line and
19 station locations. And recently, the Seattle City
Council approved that final alignment, and
unanimously approved the Transit Way Agreement
for the Monorail to travel over City rights-of-way (i.e.,
public streets). SMP has met all of its milestones on
time and is on track to break ground this fall.

Regarding the “Monorail Recall” I-83, it's normal in
the initiative process for attorneys to ask courts to
determine whether an initiative has the required

number of signatures and is legally accurate, valid
and fair. That's why a wide range of business and

R. R. Bob Greive
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community organizations, in addition to SMP, have
filed court actions regarding the initiative. While
SMP doesn’t take positions on any political
campaign, candidate, ballot measure or initiative, it
is well within the authority of a government agency
like SMP to ask courts to clarify legal questions that
may affect the agency’s ability to fulfill its mission.

The broad coalition challenging the initiative
includes former Governor and U.S. Senator Dan
Evans; environmental leaders, commercial office,
industrial and retail developers, small individual
taxpayers; and, the Seattle Monorail Project.

In June, a judge agreed with the coalition that
argued the 1-83 ballot title was confusing and did not
adequately inform citizens of its actual content. The
judge then the ballot title language. The coalition
then requested that the signatures gathered under
the old ballot language not be counted. Even Sam
Reed, Secretary of State for Washington State, has
said that he is not aware of any initiative in the
history of the state that has been qualified for the
ballot based on counting signatures collected under
more than one ballot title. The Court of Appeals
recently agreed to hear this issue on a fast track.

The coalition is also challenging the validity of 1-83
as an initiative. State law sets forth a specific
process, should citizens decide try to “recall” or
dissolve the Seattle Monorail Project. Instead of
using this process, proponents of 1-83 are
circumventing State law in an attempt to overturn
the prior citizen votes by filing an initiative to the City
Council to create administrative roadblocks that
make it impossible for SMP to build a monorail, all
without technically “recalling” SMP. The coalition is
also arguing that 1-83 violates the State Growth
Management Act.

Prompt resolution of these legal issues is in
everyone’s interest. A quick decision on the legality
of 1-83 will potentially avoid a significant expenditure
of time, taxpayer dollars and effort on a measure
that could ultimately be found invalid. In the
meantime, the Seattle Monorail Project is staying
focused on working to open the Green Line in the
summer of 2009 so Seattleites can get moving
above the traffic congestion below.

Cindi Laws, former chair of the 34" District
Democrats, has served on the Seattle Monorail
Project Board of Directors since January 2001.

% # #
$ $
21
@ $ # ' A)
BC5D E 6& &6( CFBBE @ # G/

# &




Call to Order- 7:30 p.m.

Chair, Kathy MINSCH called the meeting to order.
Former State Representative Georgette VALLE, led the
organization in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. The
agenda was approved unanimously; the minutes from
May’'s meeting were approved unanimously.

Chair’s Report

MINSCH congratulated 34" District member, Cherisse
LUXA, for being selected as a national delegate to the
National Democratic Convention held in Boston this July.
She also congratulated the other members who were
finalists in the selection process. The Chair thanked all
those who participated in the caucuses this year,
highlighting that “there is a lot of work to get out the vote
here at home for those not going to the National
Convention.”

Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer, Ann MARTIN, reported that the current
balance of the district budget is $15,672.04. A full report
is available on page 6 in the May newsletter.

Committee Reports

Legislative

Committee chair, Toni LYSEN, reported that the
committee is looking into touch screen voting machines,
which may be problematic for verifying voter outcomes.

Voter Registration Committee

Committee co-chair, Steve KARBOW SKI, announced that
a sign-up sheet to help with voter registration efforts at
public events and through other initiatives is available
near the entrance of the meeting hall.

State Committee

Bruce STOTLER announced that it was a lot of work for
the state party and the organizers to put on the State
Convention this year, and it was a success.

New Business

PCO Appointments

The district membership appointed four new PCO'’s at the
June meeting: Chris JANSEN was appointed to precinct
34-1506; Leesa TUCKER lives in precinct 34-1487, but
will be acting PCO in 34-1517; Gwen REMMEN lives in
34-1500, but will be acting PCO in 34-1504; and, Richard
BARTLETT was appointed to precinct 34-1486.

Endorsement Rules

The endorsement rules for August’s business meeting
were adopted by the organization. The Chair announced
that July’s meeting would be held at Lincoln Park, Beach
Shelter #3, on July 14. The district will be endorsing
candidates for the 2004 election at the August meeting.

Program

Candidate Forum

Candidates for several statewide and local races
introduced themselves to the district and discussed their
respective races. The following candidates attended:

Governor’s Race- Ron Sims

Secretary of State- Laura Ruderman (represented by 11"
District Rep. Zack Hudgins)

State Attorney General- Mark Sidran and Deborah Senn
Commissioner for Public Lands- Mike Cooper

State Representative (34" District)- Eileen Cody and Joe
McDermott (represented by Eileen Cody)

State Auditor- Brian Sonntag (represented by Reid
Wilson)

Superintendent of Public Instruction- Terry Bergeson and
Juanita Doyon

State Supreme Court- Barbara Madsen, Mary Kay
Becker, and Richard Jones

King County Superior Court- Jim Rogers, Kim Prochnau,
and Reba Weiss

Old Business
None

Good of the Order

Dan FIEVEZ reported that he attended a meeting to
discuss the 7" Congressional District caucus. The
meeting was the most inspiring one-day meeting in his 40
years in politics.

Georgie KUNKEL announced that the United States
Democratic Women were selling raffle tickets to win an
opportunity to meet Senator Hillary Clinton. Tickets to the
event are $500 otherwise.

lvan WEISS announced that the 25" District, a contested
swing district, needs all the help it can get for those that
have time or resource to help support democratic
candidates there.

Pat AGOSTINO apologized on behalf of Christine
Gregoire (candidate for governor) not attending the
candidate forum because of a previous commitment.
AGOSTINO announced that literature for Gregoire is
available.

Russ BRUBAKER announced a fundraiser for Ron Sims
on June 22" at his house, which is co-sponsored by

Seattle Mayor Greg Nickels and King County
Councilmember Dow Constantine.

Adjournment- 9:30 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted by Bruce Eklund, Secretary



Chair Report, Continued from Page 1:

Many thanks to all that attended our July
picnic. It was wonderful to see so many new
faces too, as well as familiar ones, and so
many candidates. Special thanks go to
Heather Woodruff who bought all the food
and decorations, reserved the site (plus
additional tables which we certainly needed!),
and organized the volunteers. And to our
main grill chefs who volunteered without
being asked — Brian and Sarah Earl and
Steve Karbowski — thanks for keeping those
burgers coming. Also — Sarah and Steve
and their Voter Registration volunteers have
been very busy this summer registering new

voters — 460 plus at the West Seattle Street
Fair for example. Their energy and
enthusiasm is infectious. Finally, welcome to
Chikodi Chima who is the new 34™ District
liaison for the Coordinated Campaign.

Enjoy the rest of the summer while you are
busy helping get Democrats elected!
Katherine Minsch, Chair

Treasurer’s Report
Beginning Balance $17,912.40
Income 591.75
Expenses 1,232.65
Ending Balance $17,271.50
# HHt # V& #
& 0(' & EBF 6 & & 6( CFBE

Brian and Steve cooking up those hamburgers at the
annual picnic with Nels Ekroth looking on.

The Kerry Campaign continues to add people here in
Seattle. Sam Rodriquez, a former Clinton/Gore aid, has
been named State Director of John Kerry for President
Campaign. J. B. Tengco has been named State
Communications Director. Mike Leighs and Dan Shin
round out the team at this time as Regional Field
Coordinators West of the Cascades, with Seattle the
inclusive dividing line, and Mike taking the SW corner and
Dan the NW. They all continue to work out of the
Coordinated Campaign office on Westlake.

The Kerry Campaign is actively promoting House Parties

as a way to reach out to undecided voters.
You can invite friends, neighbors, and
associates to a low-key get- together in your
home. For the Seattle area Dan Shin will
to run the meeting, and show a 10-
erry video. If you're interested,

("?HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH HHHHHHH 4%&%%
(.2 HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH d call Dan at (208) 281-9124 or you can

YIHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH %(%?HHHH HiHHHHEHHH]

HHetAtaH him at dshin@johnkerry.com.
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To all my brother and sister PCO's, let me
courage you to start canvassing now, what
with the nice summer weather we're enjoying.
A couple hours every weekend can work
wonders on cleaning up those voter lists,
finding voters that haven't updated their
registrations, and persuadable neighbors. |
found a couple of both this past weekend
(along with a nest of newly arrived
Republicans). We are a Democratic
stronghold in West Seattle, but let's show
them how we can turn up the juice. Every
vote counts, and if we can squeeze an
additional 5%, precinct by precinct, that can
mean thousands of addition votes out of the
34th for each of the state-wide races. Let's
avoid any squeakers and put Washington to
bed early that evening in November.

Jeff Gringer
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