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April 13, 2005
6:30 Social with potluck snacks
7:00 Meeting
The Hall at Fauntleroy
9131 California Ave SW

The Washington State Democratic Party is conducting “grass
roots sessions” for each Congressional District to find this out.
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The 7" District (Jim McDermott) held its session at Town Hall in
Seattle Tuesday, March 29. The session for the 9" District
(Adam Smith) will be Saturday, April 9, from 10 AM to 2 PM at
Puyallup High School.

The 34" District was well represented. Attendees included Brian
Earl, Sarah Earl, Leslie Harris, Bruce Stotler, Robin Hess, Steve
Karbowski, Jackie Dupras, Jeff Gringer, Conrad Knudtson, and
me.

As often happens when Democrats get together, there were
some wrinkles to be ironed out. In this case, there was some
discussion over what we should discuss, issues or strategy and
tactics, and over what we should discuss first. We tried to do
both, and | think we lost something in the process.

Even so, it was necessary that we find this out. Even though
McDermott's seat should be “safe,” Democrats in the 7™
Congressional District have a huge task ahead, and it happens
now, not in 2006.

Consider: The County Executive, the County Council, the Mayor
of Seattle, half the Seattle City Council, and half the Seattle
School Board are up for election this November. In addition, the
Building Industry Association of Washington (BIAW) is preparing
a “right-to-work” initiative. If that gets on the November ballot,
we will have to move heaven and earth to defeat it.

So do we have the time and energy to discuss the issues,
discuss how to “frame” them, and develop “talking points?”
Some of us do. And we should. But in this Democrat’s opinion,
we need to be doing that WHILE working to win these elections.

7:00 p.m. — Call to Order

- Flag Salute
Approval of Agenda
Approval of Minutes
Chair’s Report
Treasurer's Report
Committee Reports

Program
Principal Speaker:

King County Executive
Ron Sims
Also speaking:
Betty Means
City Council Candidates:
Richard Conlin
Dwight Pelz
Angel Bolanos
Robert Rosencrantz

New Business
PCO Appointments

Old Business

Good of the Order

Adjourn

Where do we get our “talking points” anyway? Do we
sit in some think tank and talk to ourselves? Do we
wait for the latest pronouncements from (a) Howard
Dean (b) George Lakoff (c) Paul Krugman (d) All of
the above (e) None of the above?

It's a trick question. The answer, at least for this
Democrat, is (f) From the voters in our district.

At their doors, at public events that we participate in, at | &
our children’s school activities, on the bus, at the gym (

Continued on Page 7
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At our last meeting the 34th District Democrats tried something completely different:
an Issues Fair where participants could walk from table to table and discuss a
variety of subjects with representatives of various organizations.
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Four issues were
chosen: Health Care,
Election Reform, Social
Security and Climate
Change. For each
issue there were several
exhibitors, some of
them members of the
34th District Democrats.
Steve Dzielak, 34th
District PCO,
represented the Alliance
of Retired Americans
which advocates for
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) ) . ) _ _ Social Security. Liz
Lois Elenich and Lois Garcia speaking to Steve Dzielak | pigrini represented the

about Social Security. League of Women
Photo by Bill Schrier Voters and PCO Ron
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Sterling represented the National Alliance
for the Mentally Ill. 34th District member
Lori Whittaker represented Jim
McDermott's office on federal issues
relating to health care.

Among other exhibitors, we had a
representative from Dr. Dan’s Alternative
Fuels, an organization that is dedicated
to biodiesal fuels. The Apollo Alliance is
another organization that is dedicated to
finding alternative sources of fuel.

\

- Liz Pierini of the League of Women
The response from both the exhibitors Voters talking to Alix Pye

and the participants was quite positive Photo by Bill Schrier

and most hoped that we would do this
again. At the next
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meeting we will distribute
guestionnaires so we can
find out what we did right
this time and what could
do to make the next one

even better.

Special recognition goes
to Tim Nuse, Second
Vice Chair, who
coordinated this effort
and who came up with
the idea in the first place.
He put an incredible
amount of time and

City Light representative Bob Royer and PCO Chris energy into this and

Janssen deserves our thanks.
Photo by Bill Schrier
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Volunteer Activities

Mailing Party

The newsletter will be mailed on Sunday, May 1, at
2:00 at Jackie Dupras’ home. You may contact her
at 935-9683 or jdupras@quidnunc.net if you can
help.

White Center Spring Clean— Save the Date!
The Second Annual Spring Clean sponsored by the
White Center CDA is on May 14 from 9:00 to 1:00.
This year the focus is on “Taking Back Our Parks.”
There are seven parks identified as projects for
renewal this year. The 34th District Democrats are
planning on being involved as a group. Details will
be in next month’s newsletter or check our website.

Committee Meetings

Legislative Action Committee

The 34th District LAC is merging with the King
County LAC and the first joint meeting will be on
Sunday, April 10 at 2 p.m. at Toni Lysen’s house.
Call 206.244.6611 for directions.

Have You Paid Your Dues?

As of March 31, we have 327 paid members—more
than we had last year at this time. But there are still
some of you out there who have not renewed your
membership. This is not the time to give up and
become complacent. We've got a lot to do this year
and we need money to do it. There is a membership
form on Page 7. Please, please fill it out and mail it
in with a check if you have not already done so.

Make a Difference: Become a PCO

Our goal this year is to make sure that all 207
precincts have Precinct Committee Officers. This is
a pretty big order but we can do it. If there isn't a
PCO in your precinct, come to the next meeting and
sign up. If there already is a PCO in your precinct,
consider becoming an Acting PCO in a neighboring
precinct, or better yet, consider becoming a PCO in
a precinct in an underrepresented area. Having a
PCO in a precinct really does make a difference.
The precincts that had the highest percentage of
votes for Kerry were precincts with active PCO.s.
You can make a difference!

Following is a resolution from the 34th District Executive Board that was presented to the Washington State Democrats

at their April 2 meeting in Pasco:

WHEREAS the Bankruptcy “reform” bill (S. 256) recently passed by the United States Senate would reduce drastically
the options for financially distressed Americans to seek Chapter 7 bankruptcy relief;

WHEREAS recent academic studies have indicated that a leading cause of bankruptcy is medical necessity;

WHEREAS several attempts to reduce the effects of this legislation on elderly homeowners, active military personnel,
victims of crime, and medically distressed families were defeated in the Senate by the Republican majority and a few

Democrats;

WHEREAS the special interest lending community (banks, credit card companies, “payday” lenders) have not
demonstrated any serious losses from existing bankruptcy legislation, but continue to extend credit to known bad risks,

demanding that the taxpayers insulate them from risk;

WHEREAS the Republican leadership has demanded that the Senate version of this “reform” be passed through the
House of Representatives without amendment, and without a Conference Committee;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that we, the Washington State Democratic Central Committee, call on each and every
one of our state’s United States Representatives to oppose this legislation, and work actively for its defeat.




County Council members Larry Philips and Bob Ferguson
were recognized as was Seattle Mayor Greg Nickels.

The Mayor highlighted joining 110 cities in the United
States who will sign the Kyoto Protocol by June 9 and
increasing Seattle investments in housing, fire stations and
schools. When asked what Seattle City Light and other
energy “sinks” are doing to get into renewable energy
sources, he pointed to the Skagit power dam, wind power
purchases and use of biodiesel. The goal is no net
increase in global warming emissions. Other questions
about annexation policies, the waterfront street car,
development along Aurora and the Alaskan Way Viaduct
also were raised.

Ray Minchew spoke about the origins, inspired by John
Dean, and growth of Democracy for America and
specifically about the Democracy for Washington group.
ACTION: Check out their website at:
www.democracyforwashington.com. This group is working
to bring the progressive message to action by electing
progressive candidates. Use of the electronic media is its
focus, networking to bring contribution and channel
volunteers to those candidates and issues that represent
the progressive message. The grassroots need to be
viewed differently than they have been traditionally viewed
by the Party; these are real people who do real work, not
just attend fundraisers and come out at elections. His
message was, “trust the grassroots.”

the Renton Carpenters Hall will focus on working our
districts to fill poll worker positions with Democrats. The
past few elections have served to remind us how important
these positions are. ACTION: If you are interested in
working either as a coordinator (i.e., making phone calls to
PCOs and prospective poll workers) or working as a poll
worker or both, please call Ann Martin at 206-935-4693.

The state central committee will hold congressional district
grassroots meetings in April. The nomination cycle for
2005 will be discussed in the Rules Committee. It is
expected a PCO-based nomination process will be
adopted. Questions raised about the primary and this party
process were not clearly answered. ACTION: Keep an
eye on this because, if you are a PCO, you are likely to
have an important role in determining who our candidates
for partisan offices will be in November.

After much discussion about who should do it, a resolution
was passed to have the Judicial Board, which was elected
at the Congressional District Caucuses, review the
problems associated with delayed reporting by the
Washington State Central Committee to the Public
Disclosure Committee.

Ann Martin
King County Committeewoman

The existence of a new progressive radio
station in Seattle was highlighted. Air America
is now on AM 1090. (ACTION: Check it out; |
did find it more interesting and instructive than
most of the other stations.) A motion for an
early endorsement of Larry Philips for
reelection to the King County Council passed.
Volunteers are needed to work on energy
issues. A new candidate training session was
to be held on March 30, 2005. ACTION: If you
are someone interested in running for office,
check with Ivan Weiss, who is working on this,
either to find out more or to find out what you
missed.

The Legislative Action Committee is now
hosting between 20 and 25 people at its
meetings. The next meeting is on April 10.
Current legislative interest is in restructuring
mental health care, sex education, emission
standards, simple majority to pass school
levies, prescription drugs (HB 1219), the
Human Rights Commission (HB 1515) and the I
federal bankruptcy bill (SB 256). ACTION: Get
involved in the legislative issues you care
about most by contacting Toni Lysen at 244-
6611or tlysen@prodigy.net.

Election work never ends. Poll Worker

KING COUNTY DEMOCRATS
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Coordinator Training on April 2, 10 to Noon at
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On Monday, February 21, four of us from the 34"
District — Cherisse Luxa, Liz Giba, Walt
Creekmore, and me — went to Rep. Adam
Smith’s Town Hall meeting in Federal Way to
lobby him to oppose the Bankruptcy “Reform”
Bill.

Not only did we make our presence known, as |
chronicled on the 34™ District Democrats Web
site, www.34dems.org, we continued to provide
Rep. Smith with hard information, from
professionals in the bankruptcy field, including an
article from the Los Angeles Times http://
tinyurl.com/46526 .

We had no idea that we could change Rep.
Smith’s position, as he had long championed
some measure or another that would tighten
bankruptcy protections to protect small business
creditors. But this bill, we thought, was so
egregiously slanted toward multinational banks
and predatory “payday loan” companies, and so
injurious to low- and middle-class debtors, that
no responsible Democrat should even be voting
for it, much less co-sponsoring it.

I’'m happy to report that our efforts are paying off.
On March 30, | got this e-mail from Adam Smith:

“Thank you Ilvan. The information is very
helpful. 1 am now leaning quite heavily against
the bill. You and many others have done a great
job of presenting facts and arguments and the
Republicans have frozen out any chance to
amend the bill to fix problems. | will stay in touch
on the issue. Good to see you at the town
meeting.

Adam”

We will stay in touch with Rep. Smith as well. |
encouraged him to ensure that Reps. Inslee and
Larsen likewise oppose this legislation. | don’t
think we have to worry about Jim McDermott.

It shows that we can have an effect as citizen-
lobbyists, and that we have that responsibility.
We can't leave everything to our elected
representatives, at any level of government.
Democracy is not a spectator sport. Efforts such
as this will only make us stronger, but only if we
all do our part.

lvan Weiss
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In this age of mini-second sound bites it doesn’t
take much to swamp the airwaves with innuendo
and slander. Karl Rove and his clones are rising
up everywhere with their slick double-speak,
which if repeated often enough sinks into the
psyches of the harried and fearful TV viewers
and internet surfers.

Strange that “kill them before they kill us” has
now become the mantra of this country’s
conservative red states. The people who say
they put values high on their list have chosen
killing even though the Bible they revere
includes the commandment THOU SHALT NOT
KILL.

A contradiction in terms is looming before us on
the political map of this country. Who would
have thought that RED, which was once the
color of Communists and extremists, would be
the color of the states considered conservative?
True BLUE has now become city slicker liberal
territory. The strong values that the slim majority
of the voters in the last presidential election said
they voted for turned out to be lying about Iraq,
killing thousands of innocent people and
squandering billions on making an arrest without
even the one arrested being tried in World Court.

Could all this be happening on the local scene?
You betcha it could. The mandate achieved by
conservatives who now control the presidency
and the Congress is being expanded into the
courts. The “get them before they get us” is alive
and well here in King County. It worked in
California when the opposition couldn’t wait until
election but decided to mount a recall of the
governor and then in the chaos of the situation,
the Terminator with media power stepped into
the chasm.

Well, if it worked in California, the so-called
conservatives probably think it could work to
oust other fine, hardworking people in office
such as Dow Constantine, King County
Councilmember. The plan? Distract the voters
with legal recall measures meant to demean the
integrity of a sitting office holder. When one is
sued, it puts a pall on the image of anyone in
office. People think, “Where there’s smoke there
must be fire.”

The recall ploy worked in California. If we don’t
want it to work against our proven office holders
here in our area, we must be prepared to
oppose frivolous lawsuits and recall measures
funded by those who can't wait their turn in filing
for the office they covet.

Georgie Bright Kunkel
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Call to Order: 7:00 PM
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Flag Salute was led by King County Council Member Dow
Constantine

34" District conducted an Issues Fair from 7:00-8:00 PM
with an open format. The following groups were in
attendance:

Washington State Health Insurance Board Member—
Sean Corry

National Alliance for the Mentally Ill.—Ron Sterling
Representative from Jim McDermott’s office—Lori
Whittaker

Voters Unite—John Gideon

League of Women Voters—Liz Pierini

Clean Washington—Terry Sullivan

Alliance of Retired Americans—Steve Dzielak
Apollo Alliance—Rich Feldman

Climate Solutions—Joelle Robinson

Seattle City Light—Bob Royer

Dr. Dan’s Alternative Fuels—Dan Freeman

City of Seattle Office of Sustainability &
Environment—Steve Nicholas

Call to Order 8:00 PM
Approval of meeting minutes from February’s meeting.

Second Vice Chair Tim Nuse who was instrumental in
creating the Issues Fair, introduced the attending
exhibitors and thanked them for their time.

New Business
The Treasury Report was approved and is available on the
web.

The Budget was approved and also is available for review
on the web.

A motion was put forth by Newsletter Editor Jackie
Dupras. She requested a change in the by-laws (Article 111/
Section Il). This change would allow the newsletter to be
mailed out 9 days before the next district meeting instead
of 10 days. The change would allow for more time to get
the newsletter copied and mailed to constituents. The
motion was approved.

Announcements

Dina Lydia announced an event called “Beyond the Green
Zone” with guest speaker Robin Fasano. The speaker will

discuss her experience in Iraq. The meeting will take place
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March 21, 6:15 PM at the Highpoint Branch of the Seattle
Public Library.

The West Seattle Neighbors for Peace and Justice are
showing the film “Yes Men” at the West Seattle Library on
Sunday, March 13 at 2:00 PM.

Peggy Abby from the West Seattle Democratic Women
announced a scholarship fund for students attending West
Seattle High School. This scholarship will be awarded to
the a senior at West Seattle High School for writing the
best essay on “The First Amendment, Protecting
Democratic Values and the Rights of Free Speech.” The
members of the West Seattle Democratic Women are
currently asking for donations.

Toni Lysen gave a brief report on the King County LAC.
They currently have 20 active members following
numerous bills through the legislative process. Updates
will be given as new developments arise. The Mental
Health Parity bill passed requiring health insurers to treat
patients with medical and mental problems the same in
regards to payments, etc.

Adjourned: 8:45 PM

Respectfully submitted by Leesa Tucker, Secretary

The Treasurer’'s Report was unavailable at the time the
newsletter was printed. It will be available at the April 13
meeting.
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or the pub, at the Farmer’s
Markets and in the stores — we
LISTEN to the voters, we learn
what THEY want, and we figure
out from that what our message
must be to gain, maintain, and
exercise political power.

If they know we care what THEY
think, who's to say they won't join
us? That's what we're after — that
they join us — that they BECOME
us.

So join us, Wednesday, April 13,
when County Executive Ron
Sims, and several candidates for
Seattle City Council, will be our
speakers. Bring friends and a
shack, and we’ll talk about rolling
up our sleeves and doing some
good work.

lvan Weiss

Our 34th District Representatives Joe McDermott and Eileen
Cody are asking that Vashon Islanders (and our off-island
friends) send emails and/or letters to key members of the
Senate Transportation Committee to urge them to support
and maintain the WSF triangle route that will provide
passenger only service from Vashon and Southworth to
downtown Seattle. Even our supporters like Erik Poulsen
want to hear from constituents supporting the proposed
WSF triangle plan.

Write to the following:

Sen. Erik Poulsen, poulsen_er@leg.wa.gov

Sen. Brian Weinstein (41st Dist King Co.)
weinstein.brian@leg.wa.gov

Sen. Mary Margaret Haugen (San Juans)
haugen_ma@leg.wa.gov

Sen. Harriet Spanel (San Juans, Whatcom, Skagit)
spanel.harriet@leg.wa.gov

Sen Ken Jacobsen (King Co) jacobsen.ken@leg.wa.gov

Use your own language. Send your emails or letters as soon
as possible. They need to hear from us NOW.

Marilyn Omey
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