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Hello 34™ District Democrats,

Our Nation just rejoiced in one of the finer moments of our
accomplished history, celebrating in common bond, the
inauguration of Barack Hussein Obama. Confronted with
the choice between fear and hope, we chose on November
4th to believe in the strength of our people, the truth of our
values, and the force of hope. As President Obama
marched down Pennsylvania Avenue towards his new
responsibility, we must march towards our vision as
Democrats.

We face a multitude of challenges both at home, across
America, and abroad. The threat from years of stale
politics and failed policies are all too real and imminent.
More than ever, we need YOU. Only a shared sense of
purpose, teamwork, and collective action can overcome
the challenges before us. As President Obama said while
addressing the nation on January 20th: "What is required
of us now is a new era of responsibility — a recognition, on
the part of every American, that we have duties to
ourselves, our nation, and the world, duties that we do not
grudgingly accept but rather seize gladly, firm in the
knowledge that there is nothing so satisfying to the spirit,
so defining of our character, than giving our all to a difficult
task."

"{( 34th District
Deocrats

Meeting Notice
February 11, 2009

6:30 Social, 7:00 Meeting
The Hall at Fauntleroy
9131 California Ave SW
Across from the YMCA

Program
Nick Licata—Update on the Mercer

Corridor and how the various proposals
affect the city and our district.

Sally Clark and Bruce Harrell—
committee assignments and priorities
for 2009

Updates on the budget crisis in Olympia
and what we can expect from our
Legislators

Appointment of Committee Chairs

| ask you to continue this march, actively, with the 34™ District Democrats. Renew your membership.
Attend our meetings and forums. Join a committee. Serve your community with us. Donate!

Our newly elected Executive Board is diverse, remarkably talented and has a commitment to serve
you, the Democratic Party, and our communities. We are here to listen and learn so you'll find our
contact information on page 2 of this newsletter. Please do not hesitate to contact us.

| want to thank each Board Member for their remarkable commitment to the District and for serving
the next two years. I'd also like to thank and recognize the achievement of the previous Executive
Board particularly for our unprecedented growth during their term. Well done!

| am honored and humbled to be your newly elected District Chair. The 34™ District is possibly the
strongest in the state and we intend to set the pace for the whole Party. To do so requires
organization, teamwork, and determination. The talent found in our District is phenomenal. Only if we
are working together, focused and deliberate, can we unleash our highest potential.

A great way to get involved is through our In This Issue
committees. Outreach, Legislative Action, Finance, | New Executive Board..................... Page 2
Newsletter, Bylaws, Communications, Membership, | Meetings ...........cccccoevevevcrcrerennnne. Page 3
and Program committees are getting organized and | Presidents Day Events................... Page 3
looking for ideas and energy from you. We are also | Thank You, Nels ..........c....c.c.......... Page 3
starting a Recognition committee to develop a Meeting RUNOWN.............ccccveveeee. Page 4
program through which we can recognize the many | Town Hall Lectures ........................ Page 5
accomplishments of our members. Treasurer's Report...........c.cccueve.... Page 5

WSDCC Meeting Report................ Page 6
Please visit our website, www.34dems.org, on a KCDCC Meeting Report................. Page 6
regular basis to stay up to date on the great work

Continued on Page 7
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Not Your Ordinary Reorganization Meeting!

It was an exciting meeting, and we had over 150 people show up. Normally we might
have one position that is contested, but not this time! Most positions had two candi-
dates. Second Vice Chair, State Committeewoman, Secretary and Treasurer were the
only exceptions. The meeting went on until almost 10:00.

From Left to right, David Ginsberg, Second Vice Chair: Chris Porter, State
Committeeman; Marcee Stone, State Committeewoman; Tim Nuse, Chair; Robin
Hess; King County Committeeman Alternate; Lisa Plymate, King County
Committeewoman; Kim Becklund, Vice Chair; Stuart Yarfitz, Treasurer; lvan Weiss,
King County Committeeman; and Miki Meahan, Secretary. Asha Mohamed, King
County Committeewoman Alternate is not pictured.

Photo by Bill Schrier
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From left to right, Jackie Dupras, Newsletter Editor; Greg Doss, Legislative Action; Beth
Grieser, Program; Brian Earl, Bylaws; Les Treall, Outreach; Jeff Upthegrove,
Membership; and Walter Sive, Finance

Committee Chairs appointed at the January meeting will need to be appointed again at
the February meeting. Since there no Executive Board rules in effect, there are no
committees, hence no Committee Chairs.

Photo by Bill Schrier
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Democratic Club Meetings

First Thursday Democrats

Thursday, February 5, and March 5, 11:30

Daystar, Across from Westwood on Barto n

All Demaocrats are welcome to join this new discussion
group. No dues are required, lunch is $7.00

Evergreen Democratic Club

Tuesday, February 10, 11:30

Angelo’s Restaurant, 601 SW 153rd

The February program will include a representative from
Washington Public Campaigns,

West Seattle Democratic Women
Thursday, February 26,

Registration 11:15, meeting 11:30

West Seattle Golf Course

This month’s speaker will be Gail Tarleton, Seattle Port
Commissioner, who will speak on How the Port will deal
with the economic recovery relative to jobs, our
communities, etc. The cost of lunch is $10 and
reservations are required. Please contact
wsdwomen@yahoo.com or (206) 935-3216 to make a
reservation. Also, a special "Thank You" for all the help
received in a multitude of ways from the community and
its elected officials making our Inauguration Breakfast and
Dinner/Gala a wonderful success!

Outreach Committee Meeting

Tuesday, February 17, 7:00

7020 18th Ave SW, J-21

The Outreach Committee plans voter registration drives,
information and voter registration tables at festivals and
other events, and local community activities, such as
neighborhood cleanups. Outreach Chair Les Treall is
calling the first meeting of the season which will be at
Puget Ridge Co-Housing. If you come in through the main
walkway off 18th, Les’s house is one of the first houses,
on your right.

Thank You, Nels

Some of you newer people might not have know Nels,
but we old-timers can tell you, he was special. He was a
Democrat through and through, an FDR kind of
Democrat. He had a wry sense of humor and he loved to
ask uncomfortable questions at our meetings. The first
thing you noticed about him was his slow, lilting way of
speaking. Many of us have tried to imitate him, but we
never really got it right. He was a character that none of
us who knew him will ever forget, and I’'m happy to say
he didn’t forget us either. In his will, he left us $5,000.
Thank you, Nels. We'll spend it wisely and we’ll never
forget you.

If you didn’t know him and want to know more about him,
go to our website and read the August 2008 newsletter.

Presidents Day in Olympia
February 16, 2009

Legislative Action Day

Every year the King County Legislative Action Committee
sponsors Legislative Action Day at the Capitol in Olymia.
If you want to know what is going on in your State
Legislature, come to this meeting. It's not to be missed.
RSVP to Greg Doss at gregcoug92@yahoo.com or
755-6385 or to get your hearing schedule, to plan
carpools, to order your box lunch and to verify the times
and places in the schedule.

Here’s the schedule for the day:

8:00 If planning to carpool, meet at the YMCA
across from The Hall at Fauntleroy

8:15 Leave for Olympia—meet at the
Cherberg Building, Rooms ABC on arrival

9:30—10:00  Sign in and get coffee and donut

10:00—10:30 Overview of day, brief introductions,
lobbying

10:30—11:00 Marty Brown, Legislative Liaison for
Governor Gregoire

11:00—Noon  Overview of Legislative Action Agenda
and Priority Bills

Noon—1:15 Lunch and brief presentation by King
County Legislators

1:15—4:00 Let Greg Doss know if you would like to

take a tour of the Legislative Building, or
you may observe Committee hearings,
meet with individual legislators, hang
around for the Crab Feed in Lacey, or
head for home.

PCO and Party Activist Training
Monday, February 16, 10:00—4:00

St. Martin’s University Pavilion in Lacey

The annual Training is not restricted to PCOs. Anyone
who wants to be more active will benefit from this training.
The cost is $10 and includes lunch. Be sure to stay for the
Crab Feed which follows.

Washington State Democrats
Annual Crab Feed—5:00 p.m.

You don't have to walk far. If you are at the training, it's
right across the hall. The cost is $50 per person, $10 for
children. If you can get four of your friends, to go with you,
you can be a Sponsor and get your name in the program.
If you don’t eat crab, a vegetarian option is available.
Questions? Call Shawna Ousse at 583-0664 Ext 14, or
shawna@wa-democrats.org.



In Case You Missed Our Reorganization Meeting on Ja

Our reorganization meeting was called to order by Suzie
Sheary, Chair of the King County Democrats and
Temporary Chair for this meeting. Suzie asked for a
volunteer to act as Temporary Secretary and Miki
Meahan volunteered and was appointed. The Agenda
was approved, and Suzie reviewed the rules for the
meeting. She would run the meeting until a new District
Chair was elected, at which time the new chair would take
the gavel. Each candidate would have a total of five
minutes for speeches. These rules and our current bylaws
were then approved.

Tim Nuse and Kimber McCreery were nominated for
District Chair. Bill Schrier spoke for Tim, followed by
Steve Karbowski who read a message from Sharon
Nelson on Tim’s behalf. Tim also spoke on his own
behalf .

Kimber McCreery spoke on her own behalf, then Jody
Rogers spoke for her.

The preliminary credentials report was then read: out of
148 PCOs who were elected, 107 were in attendance,
along with 35 non-PCO members.

You have until midnight February 3 to mail in your ballot.
If there’s still time, please get that ballot mailed. This is
an incredibly important election. There are so many
candidates for this position that someone could win this
important race with as little as 20% of the vote

I #

“I have the experience,
record of reform, and
commitment to excellence
needed to manage this
large, complex office.”

Present chief elections official for King County
30 years elections administration experience

King County Elections has implemented hundreds
of reforms under her leadership

National award for spearheading a quality
assurance program

Oversaw 21 successful elections in King County
Rated Outstanding by Municipal League

Endorsed by the 34th District Democrats, King County
Democrats, Seattle Times, Seattle P-I, SEIU Local
775, Sierra Club, and 35 auditors across Washington

nuary 14 . . .

While waiting for the results of the election, Suzie Sheary
spoke in support of Sherril Huff who is running for King
County Director of Elections. A question was asked about
a negative e-mail regarding her. Dow Constantine
explained that the e-mail was from Jason Osgood who was
also running and is now enthusiastically supporting Sherril
Huff.

The results then came in and Tim Nuse was elected Chair
of the 34th District Democrats, and Suzie turned the gavel
over to him.

Nominations were then taken for First Chair, and Kim
Becklund and Kimber McCreery were both nominated.
Kimber McCreery spoke first, followed by David Ginsberg.
Kim Becklund spoke on her own behalf followed by Dow
Constantine, Brian Earl and Kathy Minsch.

An amendment to the agenda was added to add Second
Vice Chair. Ivan had noted earlier that this position had
been left off the agenda.

Five PCOs were appointed: Kelly Bevans, Chris Arkills,
Kevin Hockley and Flora Belle Key were appointed in their
own precincts, and Artemis OakGrove was appointed
Acting PCO.

The results came in and Kim Becklund was elected First
Vice Chair.

David Ginsberg was nominated for Second Vice Chair. No
other nominations were made; David was elected Second
Vice Chair by acclamation.

A new credentials report was requested, and the final total
was 115 PCOs and 37 non-PCO members.

Nominations for State Committeeman were taken. Bruce

Stotler and Chris Porter were nominated. Bruce spoke for
himself followed by Leslie Harris, Chris spoke for himself
followed by Steve Karbowski.

Since neither Bruce nor Chris could run for State
Committeewoman for obvious reasons, Tim moved on to
nominations for that position before the results came in for
the State Committeeman. Marcee Stone was the sole
nominee for State Committeewoman and was elected by
acclamation.

The results then came in for State Committeeman, and
Chris Porter was elected.

King County Committeeman was next. David Rosendale
and Ivan Weiss were nominated. David Rosendale spoke
for himself, and Walter Sive then spoke. Ivan then spoke
for himself, followed by Robin Hess. Because of a little bit
of confusion about how much time Ivan had left, some
PCOs had already turned in their ballots before Robin
spoke.
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January Meeting Continued from Page 4

While waiting for the ballots to be counted, Steve Dzielak
spoke about the Alliance for Retired Americans

Karen Chilcutt, Chair of the West Seattle Democratic
Women spoke about their Inauguration Ball and made a
motion for the 34th District Democrats to sponsor a
champagne toast for $250. The motion was approved.

The totals came in for King County Committeeman and
Ivan Weiss was elected.

A motion was passed to switch Committee Alternate with
Committeewoman to same time.

Lisa Plymate and Kathryn Sprigg were nominated for King
County Committeewoman. Lisa introduced Chris Porter
who spoke on her behalf, followed by Peggy Abby.
Kathryn Sprigg spoke for herself.

Nominations were then taken for King County
Committeeman Alternate. David Rosendale and Robin
Hess were nominated. David spoke for himself and
yielded the rest of his time. Robin spoke for himself and
yielded the rest of his time to Russ Brubaker.

In the meantime, totals for King County Committeewoman
came in and Lisa Plymate was elected.

Asha Mohamed was nominated for King County
Committeewoman Alternate. There were no further
nominations and Asha was elected by acclamation.

The results came in for King County Committeeman
Alternate and Robin Hess was elected.

Miki Meahan was nominated for Secretary and was
elected by acclamation.

Stuart Yarfitz was nominated for Treasurer and was
elected by acclamation.

After the election was over, Sherril Huff was endorsed for
King County Director of Elections. A motion to donate
$500 to her campaign is made. A point of information was
requested concerning the availability of the money. Greg
Doss, the outgoing Treasurer reports that the money is
there, and the donation is approved.

Seven committee chairs were appointed by the Chair and
approved by the membership: Outreach, Les Treall;
Finance, Walter Sive; Bylaws, Brian Earl; Newsletter,
Jackie Dupras; Program, Beth Grieser; Legislative Action,
Greg Doss; and Membership, Jeff Upthegrove.

The business meeting was over so we went to Good of
the Order.

The first speaker was Rusty Williams, son of former City
Councilwoman Jeanette Williams. Rusty wants the West
Seattle Bridge to be renamed after his mother who died

recently. She had been instrumental in getting the
funding for the high bridge.

Dan Fievez said he has had his differences with Ivan,
but he feels he has been a good chair and has changed.
He asked that we do something to honor him for the last
four years of service.

Russ Brubaker asked how the district will honor Bruce
Stotler for his service.

The meeting adjourned at 9:48

Town Hall Events

| have listed these lectures that might be of interest to you
as a Democrat but be sure to check out their calendar for
other events. These lectures are Downstairs at Town Hall,
8th and Seneca and cost $5. townhallseattle.org

Screening of Access Denied?

Thursday, February 5, 2009, 7:30 — 9:00 p.m.

Access Denied? The Fight for Corporate Accountability is
a documentary about legal issues presumption that if a
medical drug or device has FDA approval, it precludes a
personal from filing in state court for damages.

Obama and the Bush Legacy

Tuesday February 17, 7:30—9:00 p.m.

Walter Williams, of the UW'’s Center for American Politics
and Public Policy, and Bryon D. Jones, professor at the
University of Texas argue that this economic crisis is the
direct result of policies pursued by Bush and a
dysfunctional approach to governing.

Halliburton’s War

Thursday, February 19, 7:30—9:00 p.m.

Pratap Chatterjee’s new book, Halliburton’s Army: The
Long, Strange Tale of a Private, Profitable, and Out-of-
Control Texas Oil Company, marshals extensive evidence
pointing to a disturbing record of corruption, political
manipulation, and human rights abuses.

War Vets Come Home

Thursday, February 26, 7:30—9:00 p.m.

Aaron Glantz returns to Town Hall with his new book, The
War Comes Home: Washington'’s Battle Against
America’s Veterans. Based on interviews with more than
one hundred recent war veterans, Glantz documents how
the U.S. government is neglecting its soldiers returning
from Irag and Afghanistan.

Treasurer’s Report

Beginning Balance ...........ccccocevveeivveenen, $15,356.97
Membership DUES .........cooviiiiieiieeeiiiiiie, 5,166.00
Bequest for Nels EKroth ..........ccccccoeviiinneen. 5,000.00
EXpenditures ........c..eeeveeeeiiiiiiiieeee e, 4,639.41
Balance as of January 29...........ccccooene $20,883.56




Report from the Meeting of the Washington State Dem

The meeting was attended by State Committeeman Chris
Porter, State Committeewoman Marcee Stone, Chair Tim
Nuse, and Bruce Stotler. The most important business of
this meeting was electing the officers for the next two
years.

Dwight Pelz was easily reelected as chair even after an
uncomfortable speech given on behalf of Mark Hintz.
Peter Goldmark spoke on Dwight's behalf and left the
audience with a standing ovation.

Sharon Smith defeated Eileen Macoll as Vice Chair.

Luis Moscoso was reelected Secretary and Habib Habib
was reelected Treasurer by acclamation.

Chris Porter attended the Stonewall LGBT Caucus, the
African American Caucus, the Chair and Vice Chairs
meeting, the Elections Committee and the Affirmative
Action Committee. He is seeking assignment to the
Affirmative Action or Elections Committee.

Marcee Stone is seeking assignment to the Resolutions
Committee and attended the open house for that. She
would like to work on a legislative action subcommittee
that will track legislation through Olympia and advocate
for various issues that come up through resolutions.

Brendan Williams gave the keynote address during lunch
and reminded everyone of the problems Democrats will
face with the BIAW. He expects a tough fight in the next
election, particularly for the State Supreme Court.

Two resolutions were approved that were submitted by
the Labor Caucus. One resolution was in support of the
Workers Privacy Act being put before the State
Legislature that would prevent employers from forcing
workers to participate in communications or mandatory
meetings where employers intimidate workers or coerce
supervisors to press the employer’s views on religion,
politics and unions, or for disciplining or firing employees
for refusing to participate. Another resolution was in
support of the Employee Free Choice Act which would
authorize the NLRB to certify a union as bargaining
representative when a majority of employees voluntarily
sign authorization cards.

The Disability Issues Caucus submitted a Resolution in
support of the Yakima Valley School a state habilitation

Editorial Policy

The opinions expressed in submitted articles and letters
to the editor are those of the author and not necessarily
those of the 34th District Democrats or the Executive
Board. All letters are subject to editing for space and
content. Please keep to 300 words or less. Photos and
notices of upcoming events are strongly encouraged.
Mail to Jackie Dupras, 1920 — 46th SW, Seattle, WA
98116 or jdupras@quidnunc.net.

ocrats

center that provides nursing home services to
developmentally disabled people. There is a gubernatorial
proposal to close the school. The caucus also submitted a
resolution to support HB 1407, the Residents’ Rights
Resolution, which would give individuals with
developmental disabilities who reside in intermediate care
facilities for the developmentally disabled the same rights
that other disabled receive.

The Agricultural and Rural Caucus presented a
Resolution that would instruct Washington legislators to
continue to include stock watering as an approved and
beneficial use of the 5,000 gallons per day exempt
domestic well for livestock watering.

State Committeewoman Marcee Stone
State Committeeman Chris Porter

KCDCC report

The King County Democratic Central Committee
endorsed Sherril Huff for Elections Director by
acclamation at its January 28 meeting at the Carpenters
Hall in Renton, after Huff had made the case for her
election to committee members.

The KCDCC also heard from County Council member
Larry Phillips, hours after he had announced his
candidacy for King County Executive, and from Port of
Seattle Commissioner Gael Tarleton, Craig Salins of
Washington Public Campaigns, and Stacie Anderson,
Congressman Adam Smith’s new political director (a 34™
District resident).

County chair Susan Sheary introduced the new King
County elected and appointed officers, the new
Legislative District chairs, and the newly elected (or re-
elected) County Committee members from the respective
Legislative Districts.

The Central Committee heard reports from KCDCC
Treasurer Andrew Peabody, and from the Legislative
Action Committee, Endorsements Committee, Candidate
Recruitment Committee, State Committee, and
Affirmative Action Committee.

KCDCC second-vice chair Joel Ware presented a
resolution to support House Bill 1738, which provides for
public financing of state Supreme Court races. The
resolution passed by acclamation.

KCDCC meetings are held the fourth Tuesday of every
month, at the Carpenters Hall in Renton. The next
meeting is February 24. All Democrats are welcome, and
are encouraged to attend. The King County Democrats’
Web site is www.kcdems.org.

Ivan Weiss
King County Committeeman



Chair Report (continued from Page 1)

happening in our organization and to find out how you can be involved. Contact information for each Committee Chair
will be posted and, of course, | am available anytime should you see opportunities or improvements needed.

Our reorganization took place just a couple weeks ago but we are hitting the ground running. The February meeting
features 2009 goals from several Seattle City Council Members and an opportunity to ask important questions. Council
Member Nick Licata will give us an update on the Mercer Corridor and how the various proposals affect the city and our
District. Sally Clark and Bruce Harrell will discuss their committee assignments and priorities for 2009. We'll also jump
right in to the 2009 Legislative Session with updates on the budget crisis in Olympia and what we can expect from our
Legislators.

Join us on February 11" for all the action and bring a friend!

| would like to thank a group of outstanding individuals who helped elect me District Chair. Beth Grieser, Brian Earl,
Cherisse Luxa, Jeff Upthegrove, Les Treall, Leslie Harris, Marcee Stone, Peggy Abby, Sarah Earl, and Steve
Karbowski were the winning factors that put Team Tim over the top. They provided me with varying view points, hard
work, and a sense of teamwork that was nothing short of inspiring. Thank you so much.

I'd also like to thank Ann Martin, Christi Stapleton, King County Council Member Dow Constantine, Representative
Eileen Cody, lvan Weiss, Senator Joe McDermott, Representative Sharon Nelson, Shirley Carlson, and Suzie Sheary
for their advice and support along the way.

And | can't say enough about the many great conversations | have had with our PCOs. | have
learned so much from you and hope to continue doing so as we work together the next two years.

So let's get started! Join us on February 11" at The Hall at Fauntleroy. Stay in
touch through our website. Join a committee. Volunteer with us. Serve your
community. We look forward to working with you in the next two years.

34th District
Democrats

Tim Nuse
Chair, 34th District Democrats

JOIN THE 34TH DISTRICT DEMOCRATS!

Sign up by filling out this form and mailing it with a check made payable to the 34th District Democrats, to
Membership, 34th District Democrats, 6523 California Ave SW, Box 183, Seattle, WA 98136-1879

Name Phone
Address Zip
E-Mail Occupation
Employer City

*Required by voter approved Public Disclosure Act.
Contributions are not tax deductible.

Contribution Level Per Person Per Calendar Year (January —December):
$15 Basic Dues $3 Living Lightly $25 Friend $50 Sponsor
$100 Benefactor $250 Sustaining $500 Underwriter $1,000 Endowment
You may add additional persons at same address for $10 per person at the Basic level:
Name(s)

Our member list is available to any member or candidate for any non-commercial purpose. If you do not want your
information released, please check the box below.

Do not release my: E-mail Phone Address




Thursday, February 5, 11:30
First Thursday Democrats
Daystar, across from Westwood on Barton

Tuesday, February 10, 11:30
Evergreen Democratic Club
Angelo’s Restaurant, 601 SW 153rd

Tuesday, February 10, 7:00
King County Young Democrats
Renton Carpenters Hall, 231 Burnett Ave N

Wednesday, February 11, 7:00
34th District Democrats Monthly Meeting
The Hall at Fauntleroy

Monday, February 16
Legislative Action Day
The Capitol in Olympia, Cherberg Building

Monday, February 16
PCO and Party Activist Training
St. Martin’s College in Lacey

___Calendar ___

Monday, February 16, 5:00
WSDCC Annual Crab Feed
St. Martin’s College in Lacey

Tuesday, February 17, 7:00
Outreach Meeting
7020 18th Ave SW, J-21

Wednesday, February 18, 7:00
34th District Executive Board Meeting
7020 18th Ave SW, Common Room

Tuesday, February 24, 7:00
King County Democrats Monthly Meeting
Renton Carpenters Hall, 231 Burnett Ave N

Wednesday, February 25, 7:00
Drinking Liberally in Burien
Mick Kelly's Irish Pub. 435 SW 152nd

Thursday, February 26, 11:30
West Seattle Democratic Women
West Seattle Golf Course Clubhouse

VOTE

>

34th District
Democrats

Newsletter Editor
1920—46th Ave SW
Seattle WA 98116-1917
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