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Hello 34™ District Democrats,

Budget woes, bailouts, and the stimulus package dominate
the news these days. Health care, education, and climate
change have all reached a level of crisis. | have to admit that
if | only listened to the media | would have little hope. Then |
remind myself that just four short months ago millions of
people worked together to elect President Barack Obama. He
reminded us, throughout the campaign, that this movement
was not about him. It was about YOU.

And it still is.

The answers to our most significant challenges lie in keeping
everyone involved. We need everyone to take their civic
responsibility seriously, stay engaged, and hold our elected
officials responsible. We must have dialogue with our
neighbors, speak with our friends, and keep the momentum
of this movement going. Our strength is in our numbers and
we need YOU.

You helped make the 2008 election such a resounding victory
for Democrats and for hope. Our problems are too great for
us to slow down. | ask you today to take the time and renew
your membership with the 34" District Democrats
(www.34dems.org). As a member, you get hearty political
discussion, direct access to elected officials, and updates on
important political and community events. You get all the

QCI‘tS

District

Meeting Notice

April 8, 2009
6:30 Social, 7:00 Meeting
The Hall at Fauntleroy
9131 California Ave SW
Across from the YMCA

Program
Officials from the Port of Seattle will

provide background information on
what the Port controls and how it
works, and major issues confronted by
the Port, and how its management
affects the 34th District.

Larry Phillips will discuss his candidacy
for King County Executive.

New Business

See pages 4 and 5 for resolutions that
will be considered.

Appointment of Fundraising Chair

information you need on candidates and issues, the tools to organize your neighborhood, and the
support to make a big difference right here at home. The result is the most organized grassroots

legislative district in the state.

Please join us today. | promise you are joining an organization that is creating the successful,
grassroots-oriented democracy that is fundamental to solving our greatest challenges.

In April, we will host a discussion on the Port of Seattle. There are three Port of Seattle Commissioner
positions open in 2009 and the results of the election will have serious consequences on you and our
community. Officials from the Port will provide background information on what the Port controls and
how it works. The conversation will then turn to the major issues confronted by the Port and how its
management affects our District. How will the viaduct tunnel project affect the Port and affect our
transportation? What can the Port do to reduce pollution and improve our air quality? What does the
Port have to do with our local economy? These are all questions we will have answered.

King County Council Member Larry Phillips will be joining In This Issue
us to discuss his candidacy for King County Executive. Dow Constantine’s big check ........ Page 2
Phillips is the former Council Chair and previously served | Feinstein $1 million Challenge....... Page 2
the 36™ Legislative District as a State Representative. Bulletin Board ...........cccocooevieneennnn. Page 3
Please come ready with all those great questions! Resolutions............ccccccoeee Page 4 and 5
Treasurer's Report........ccooeeeevveenee. Page 4
We will also have several candidates for Seattle City KCDCC Report.......ccceeviiriiiiinnnn, Page 5
Council present to address you with their vision for the Meeting Recap.........oecvvvvvvveeeninnnns Page 6
city. Join us on April 8" at the Hall at Fauntleroy. We look |Our PCOs in City Council Race..... Page 7
forward to seeing you there!

Tim Nuse
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34th District Democrats Endorse Dow Constantine
King County Executive and Give Him “Big” Check
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At our last meeting, the 34th District Democrats enthusiastically endorsed our own Dow
Constantine as our choice to be the next King County Executive. We also voted to
donate $3,434.34 to his campaign with a large check signed “Your 34th District Family.”

And yes, Dow is part of our family. He
grew up here and his parents are It means the world to have the support of

members of our district. his dad a PcO. | those in the world of political activism who
He was Chair of the 34th District know me best - the people with whom |

Democrats in the early 90's and was have Workeq asa PCQ, as Dist_rict Chair,
elected State Representative in 1996. on progressive campaigns and issues over
From there he went on to be our State more than two decades. And what a
Senator, and then to his present position | SUrPrise it was (and it was a complete

of King County Council Chair. He has surpr_lse)_ to receive the early and generous
served us well over the years and we are | contribution. Thank you so much!

proud to support him. -Dow

Make Your Contribution to Our Food Banks Grow
Through the Feinstein $1 million Challenge

Donate cash or food to our food banks, including the White Center Food Bank and
West Seattle Food Bank, by April 30 and your donation will be worth more, thanks to
Rhode Island philanthropist Alan Feinstein, who will add a contribution based on the
amount received by the food bank.

“During these tough economic times local food banks are serving more families than
ever. Many of them are first time visitors to a food bank,” said Rick Jump, Executive
Director of the White Center Food Bank. “This increased demand for services is
likely to continue over the next several months and we urgently need the support of
the community to insure that we are able to provide nutritious meals to our neighbors
in need.”

West Seattle Food Bank— Mail donations to 10829 8th Ave SW, Seattle WA
98146. To donate online, go to whitecenterfoodbank.org, or contact Rick Jump at
762-2848 or rjump@scfb@yahoo.com.

West Seattle Food Bank— Mail donations to 3419 SW Morgan St, Seattle WA
98126. To donate online, visit westseattlefoodbank.org, or contact Fran Yeatts at
932-9023 or wsfb@teleport.com.




Committee Meetings

All meeting of the 34th District Democrats are open to any
of our members. If you are interested in becoming more
involved in the District, you are welcome—encouraged!—
to join any committee and to attend any meeting that
interests you.

All contact information for committee chairs can be found
on the Executive Board listing on page 2.

Outreach Committee

Tuesday, April 14, 7:00 p.m.

Uptown Espresso, California and Edmonds

If you want to register voters, help with neighborhood
cleanups, or other community activities, this is the
committee for you.

Volunteer Opportunities

Gathering of Neighbors

Saturday, April 4, see below for time

Sealth High School, 5959 Delridge SW

We had a table at this event two years ago and we had a
lot of fun and met a lot of people. Now, after a year 's
absence, it's back. The event is from 10:00—3:00. If you
can help table, contact Outreach Chair Les Treall. We
have also been asked to help set up at 8:00. If you can
help with that, let Les know that too.

Duwamish Alive! Cleanup

Saturday, April 18

This cleanup is organized by the People for Puget Sound.
We are partnering with the 36th District, and perhaps a
few others, to show our community values and do some
work. We want a good showing for this cleanup to show
we're the best in the state!

4 N
We’'re on Twitter!
You don’t need to wait until our next meeting
to find out what's happening in the 34th
District. We have Twitter! To join, go to
34dems.org and sign up.

N J

Organization Meetings

First Thursday Democrats

Thursday, April 2, 11:30

Daystar, Across from Westwood on Barton

All are welcome to join this informal discussion group.
Lunch is $7.00

Evergreen Democratic Club

Tuesday, April 14, 11:30

Angelo’s Restaurant, 601 SW 153rd

This month'’s program will be Universal Health
Insurance—How to Have the Conversation, presented
by local health care advocate Martha Koester. Lunch
is $12.00

West Seattle Democratic Women
Thursday, April 23, 11:15 registration; 11:30

program

West Seattle Golf Course Clubhouse

Lunch is $10 for members; $12 for non-members.
Toni Lysen will explain the latest in Medicare services
and how to track these services through the internet.
To make a reservation (required) please call
935-3216 or email wsdwomen@yahoo.com.

Drinking Liberally in Burien
Wednesday, April 22, 7:00

Mick Kelly's Irish Pub, 435 SW 152nd

Have a brew and try one of Mick Kelly’s Irish
specialties and do what Democrats like to do best:
talk politics. In addition to Irish specialties, standard
pub fare is available.

Resolution Submissions to
WSDCC April 24-25 Meeting

In order for a resolution to be considered at the

April 24-25 meeting of the Washington State
Democrats, it must be passed by the membership of
the 34th District Democrats by no later than our
April 8 meeting in order to meet the April 17 deadline
for submissions. Our bylaws require resolutions to
be printed in the newsletter, but if that is not
possible, they may be brought up for a vote at a
meeting by a two-thirds vote of the membership. If
your resolution was not in the newsletter, you should
bring enough copies to share with the membership
and circulate during the social hour to let folks know
about your issue.

Marcee Stone,
State Committeewoman, 34th District




A Resolution to Support
the Fair Elections Now Act

This is an edited version. Several bullet points under the
first Whereas were removed for space considerations.

WHEREAS, as the cost of federal campaigns and the
political value of a seat in Congress has spiraled upward
in recent years, our political system at all levels is
increasingly dominated by the influence of large sums
from special interests to finance electoral campaigns, and

WHEREAS, Maine, Arizona, Connecticut and other
states have demonstrated that public financing of
campaigns (a.k.a. "Clean Elections" or "Voter-Owned
Elections") works well, enjoying widespread use by
candidates and enthusiastic support of voters; and

WHEREAS, campaign finance reform would save
taxpayers millions of dollars now wasted when tax,
budget, and public policy decisions are skewed toward
political favors for large campaign contributors and
lobbyists for special interests; and

WHEREAS, the Fair Elections Now Act as a bi-partisan
proposal is now under consideration in the United States
Senate and in the House of Representatives offering
public campaign financing, similar to Clean Elections
programs in Maine and Arizona, for campaigns for the
U.S. Senate and House of Representatives;

NOWTHEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the 34th
District Democratic Organization hereby proclaims
support for public financing of campaigns for the U.S.
Senate and House of Representatives, as reflected in the
Fair Elections Now Act; and hereby urges support from
all federal legislators from Washington State, and from
state and local public officials in conversation with federal
lawmakers, to support and enact public financing at the
federal level; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this
Resolution be forwarded to all U.S. senators and
members of Congress from Washington State; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this
Resolution be forwarded to Washington Public
Campaigns, an organization in Washington State which is
organizing support for the Fair Elections Now Act in
Congress, and which accepts mail at: P.O. Box 70452,
Seattle, WA 98127-0452, and which has a website
address for more information: www.washclean.org

Treasurer’s Report

Balance as of January 1, 2009
[T o] 3 0= o 13,436
Total Expenses
Balance as of March 25, 2009...............c........

*Income includes $5,000 bequest.

A Resolution Supporting the
Employee Free Choice Act

WHEREAS the freedom to form or join a union was
established by the National Labor Relations Act in 1935,
and in 1948 by the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights as a human right; and

WHEREAS 77% of the public believe it is important to
have strong laws protecting workers to make their own
decisions about having a union, and 58% of workers
would join a union if they had the chance; and

WHEREAS union workers earn 29% more than workers
without a union, are 35% more likely have access to
health insurance, and are four times more likely to have
access to a guaranteed defined-benefit pension; and

WHEREAS when the right of workers to form a union is
violated, wages fall, race and gender pay discrepancy
widens, workplace discrimination increases and job safety
standards disappear; and

WHEREAS even when workers win their unions many
companies delay bargaining and 44% of workers who
form a new union never even reach a first contract; and

WHEREAS workers across the nation are routinely
denied the freedom to form unions and bargain for a
better life, with 25% of private sector employers illegally
firing at least one worker for union activity during
organizing campaigns; and

WHEREAS under current law the penalties for
intimidating, harassing, coercing and firing people who try
to form unions are so slight that employers simply
consider them the cost of doing business; and

WHEREAS the Employee Free Choice Act has been
introduced in the US Congress in order to restore
workers’ freedom to join a union; and

WHEREAS the Employee Free Choice Act would, under
the supervision of the NLRB, allow workers to choose to
form a union by guaranteeing union representation when
a majority of workers sign union authorization cards, while
still allowing them to form unions by election if they so
choose; and

WHEREAS the Employee Free Choice Act would provide
mediation and arbitration for first contract disputes; and

WHEREAS the Employee Free Choice would establish
stronger penalties for violation of employee rights when
workers seek to form a union and during first contract
negotiations; and

WHEREAS majority sign-up is a long-established way to
form a union dating back to the passage of the National
Labor Relations Act, and is used by major employers
such as AT&T and Harley-Davidson;

(Continued on page 5)



(Continued from page 4)

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the 34™ District
Democrats urge Senators Patty Murray and Maria
Cantwell, and Representatives Jim McDermott and Adam
Smith to pass the Employee Free Choice Act to protect
and preserve for America’s workers their freedom to
choose for themselves whether or not to form a union.

Due to changes in circumstances, there may be a slight
revision or amendment when the resolution is presented
for approval at our next meeting.

A Resolution Concerning
the Seattle Housing Levy

WHEREAS in 2002 Seattle voters approved, for a
fourth time, a “Seattle Housing Levy” providing for
property taxes dedicated to affordable housing for low-
income persons in Seattle; and

WHEREAS the 2002 Seattle Housing Levy expires in
2009, having already exceeded, by year-end 2008, all
of its 2003-2009 goals for creation and preservation of
affordable rental housing and other programs to
mitigate and prevent homelessness; and

WHEREAS the governments of King County, the City
of Seattle and other regional municipalities; United
Way of King County; and all major Seattle non-profit
providers of social services for homeless people have
adopted a Ten Year Plan to End Homelessness; and

WHEREAS, notwithstanding great success in the
creation and preservation of affordable housing, there
are still over 8,000 homeless persons in our
community; over half of whom are veterans, and

WHEREAS current economic conditions have created
additional hardships for disadvantaged persons in
Seattle and caused previously employed people to
become homeless despite their best efforts; and

WHEREAS the cost of the 2002 Housing Levy to an
average Seattle homeowner is currently less than $50
per year; and

WHEREAS renewal of the Housing Levy is essential
for the community to continue to make progress in
alleviating homelessness;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the 34th District
Democrats petition the Seattle Mayor and City
Council to adopt a ballot measure for renewal of the
Housing Levy in November 2009; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the 34th District
Democrats urge all Democratic organizations in
Seattle, other community organizations and all fellow
citizens to support and work for the passage of a
renewed Housing Levy in 2009.

KCDCC Report

King County Council Member Julia Patterson reminded
the King County Democratic Central Committee why
Democratic Party values are important in this year’s
county elections at its March 24 meeting at and what
county government provides for its citizens.

Patterson said that because county elections are
“nonpartisan” now, voters have one less bit of
information by which to judge candidates for Executive
and Council. She emphasized that Democratic values
are at play, and that they are crucial to the future of
county government.

Democratic Party values, Patterson emphasized, and
not Republican Party values, brought King County a
public health network, mass transit, wastewater
treatment, reform of our election process and of the
criminal justice system, and animal control.

Patterson, who represents Council District 5 (Des
Moines, Kent, Renton, SeaTac and Tukwila), urged
Democrats to give the county races top priority in the
2009 election cycle.

State Senator Fred Jarrett (D-41), a candidate for King
County Executive, addressed the body, as did County
Executive candidates Dow Constantine and Larry
Phillips. Other candidates who spoke were Susan Del
Bene, candidate for Congress in the 8" District; Seattle
City Councilman Nick Licata, running for re-election, his
challenger, Jessie Israel; Janet Way, running for re-
election to the Shoreline City Council, and Dennis
Higgins and Bailey Stober, running against each other
for an open seat on the Kent City Council.

The Central Committee heard reports from KCDCC
Treasurer Andrew Peabody, and from the Legislative
Action Committee, Endorsements Committee,
Candidate Recruitment Committee, State Committee,
and Multicultural Committee. Dick Gidner of the
Recruitment Committee reported that to date, we have
no Democratic candidates to run against “nonpartisan”
Republican Council Members Reagan Dunn, Peter von
Reichbauer, or Kathy Lambert.

KCDCC second-vice chair Joel Ware presented a
resolution to name the West Seattle Bridge after the late
Seattle City Council Member and King County
Democratic chair Jeannette Williams, which the 34™
District had passed earlier. The resolution passed by
acclamation, as did a resolution expressing support for
the Employee Free Choice Act.

KCDCC meetings are held the fourth Tuesday of every
month, at the Carpenters Hall in Renton. The next
meeting is April 28. All Democrats are welcome, and are
encouraged to attend. The King County Democrats’
Web site is www.kcdems.org.

Ivan Weiss
King County Committeeman



In Case You Missed Our Meeting of March 11 . . .

The meeting was called to order at 7:05. Chair Tim
Nuse discussed the Strategic Summit where the
Executive Board met for four hours discussing
responsibilities in the district. No one left the room until
each district responsibility was owned by a
corresponding committee chair.

Greg Doss, Legislative Action Chair, asked the
membership to check our website and review a list of all
the bills the committee is tracking. He will be asking the
membership to support these bills when they come up
for a vote.

Two of our PCOs were invited to speak about their
race for City Council. David Ginsberg spoke first. He is
running because he is concerned about the direction
the city is going. He lists issues that are pertinent today
and compares it to a list of issues from ten years ago.
The list has not changed much. He wants to bring fresh
ideas such as revising zoning laws and building on a
partnership with the Seattle School District to prevent
gang violence.

When asked about Unincorporated King County, he
answered that the people who should decide, not the
City of Seattle. He does not support the City of Seattle
spending money to annex North Highline.

Ginsberg has not declared which position he is running
for, but is thinking about Richard Conlin’s seat.

Next to speak was Dorsol Plants. He hasn't declared
which position he will seek either. He told us a little bit
about his life. After his five years in the Army, he settled
in Seattle. During his first week he debated politics with
a Socialist on a street corner and knew he would love it
here. His biggest concern is the struggles of the
homeless population and believes that this downturn
has been going on longer than Bush is willing to admit.

He was asked about districting in the City of Seattle. He
describes how many large cities are split into sections
so that each section has representation. West Seattle is
well-represented with Tom Rasmussen, but he thinks
districting would be better in the long run, otherwise
smaller neighborhoods get lost.

When asked about his dislike of cookie cutter homes,
he answered that he finds it hard to believe that the
local architects and engineers are only able to come up
with the exact same house over and over again.

Dow Constantine was then introduced and spoke about
his 20 year history with the 34th District. He talked
about past events that helped shape him as a politician.
When he was a boy he watched the community of Port
Susan Bay fight the development of a port facility in
favor of Kayak Point County Park and learned the
power of community involvement.

He has served at every level in King County and in his
eight years, he has been elected four times. He is now the
Chair of the King County Council.

The response to his campaign has been overwhelming.
Over 100 people volunteered to help and he received over
$60,000 in donations in the first 60 days. He thanked the
34th District members for all the support he has received.

A question was asked about cuts in King County Public
Health, he answered that they have already been cut
substantially and some people have been put on partial
health coverage. He then spoke about the importance of
immunization, and that without it we have epidemics.

Before appointing Stephen Lamphear as Parliamentarian,
Tim Nuse thanked Allan Munro for his long years of service
in that position.

Les Treall was appointed Sergeant at Arms.

Stu Yarfitz, our Treasurer discussed the budget, which was
slightly different from that printed in the March newsletter
because of some changes due to the Strategic Summit. A
goal of 750 new members was set with an average
contribution of $35. The Newsletter expense was
decreased because mailing costs will be reduced when an
electronic version is available. The Board is looking into
doing something special with the $5,000 bereavement from
Nels Ekroth.

A motion to pass a resolution was brought to the
membership by Rusty Williams, son of Jeanette Williams,
to rename the West Seattle Bridge for his mother, who was
instrumental in getting funding for rebuilding the bridge.
The motion passed easily.

A motion to oppose drug advertising on television was
brought to the body by Georgie Kunkel. For her, this
resolution is about raising awareness and getting people
discussing and thinking about what corporations are doing
to the cost of health care and drugs. There was some
discussion about whether this violates free speech. The
motion failed.

A motion was made to endorse Dow Constantine. The
motion was ruled out of order. A motion was made to
suspend the rules, which passed. The motion to endorse
passed easily. A motion was then made to donate
$3,434.34 to his campaign. The motion passed and Dow
was presented with a very, very large check which you can
see on page 2 of this newsletter.

Three PCOs are appointed: Sandon Smith in
SEA 34-1455; Kathy Good in Dilworth, and Ron Irvine in
Chautauqua.

The meeting adjourned to the Elliott Bay Brewery at 9:18
after Good of the Order.



Two 34th District PCOs in the Race for City Counci | % %
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Dorsol Plants learned at an early age that he would spend the ),/ ‘
rest of his life in service to the people He saw that Third World g'* o
problems could also be found here in the United States when he N
visited Belle Glade, Florida and saw the poverty. He joined the Army g
at the age of 17 and served five years, some of it in Iraqg, and earned ).
the rank of sergeant. He traveled to several countries and the east ' )IIB
coast, and he picked Seattle to be his home. His community ‘&
involvement includes chairing the Highland Park Action Committee. g
He is currently a Counselor to Case Manager at the Family Adult 4
Service Center and is working on a bachelor’s degree in Social #
Science and Psychology at Ashford University.
# >
%
David Ginsberg, our Second Vice Chair, is a native of Seattle, but A
also lived in Los Angeles, San Francisco and Buenos Aires before A
returning home to Seattle in 2003 to be with family. He lives at %o

High Point with his partner Mike and their two children, Anya and
Anthony. He attended the University of Washington and The
Evergreen State College, and has worked at Washington Mutual &
as a Solutions Architect designing technical solutions and
overseeing complex project implementations, delivering solutions
on-time and under budget according to tight schedules and under o
increasingly severe budgetary constraints.

JOIN THE 34TH DISTRICT DEMOCRATS!

Sign up by filling out this form and mailing it with a check made payable to the 34th District Democrats,
to Membership, 34th District Democrats, 6523 California Ave SW, Box 183, Seattle, WA 98136-1879

Name Phone
Address Zip
E-Malil Occupation

Employer Address City

*Required by voter approved Public Disclosure Act.
Contributions are not tax deductible.

Contribution Level Per Person Per Calendar Year (January —December):
$15 Basic Dues $3 Living Lightly $25 Friend $50 Sponsor
$100 Benefactor $250 Sustaining $500 Underwriter $1,000 Endowment
You may add additional persons at same address for $10 per person at the Basic level:

Name(s)

Our member list is available to any member or candidate for any non-commercial purpose. If you do
not want your information released, please check the box below.

Do not release my: E-mail Phone Address
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Thursday, April 2, 11:30
First Thursday Democrats
Daystar, Across form Westwood on Barton St

Saturday, April 4,
Gathering of Neighbors
Sealth High School, 5959 Delridge Way SW

Wednesday, April 8, 7:00
34th District Democrats Monthly Meeting
The Hall at Fauntleroy

Tuesday, April 14, 11:30
Evergreen Democratic Club
Angelo’s Restaurant, 601 SW 156th

Tuesday, April 14, 11:30
Patty Murray’s Golden Tennis Shoes Awards
Convention and Trade Center

Wednesday, April 15, 7:00
Executive Board Meeting
7020 18th Ave SW, Common Room

Wednesday, April 22, 7:00
Drinking Liberally in Burien
Mick Kelly's Irish Pub, 435 SW 152nd

Thursday, April 23, 11:30
West Seattle Democratic Women
West Seattle Golf Course Clubhouse

April 24-25
Washington State Democrats Meeting
Hotel Murano in downtown Tacoma

Friday, April 24, 5:00—7:00
Ron Sims Farewell Party
Westin Hotel in Seattle

Tuesday, April 28, 7:00
KCDCC Monthly Meeting
Renton Carpenters Hall, 231 Burnett Ave N

Friday, May 1, 6:00-9:00

Seeds of Change Benefit Dinner for
The West Seattle Food Bank

The Hall at Fauntleroy
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