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Message from the Chairman
Wewalk and chew gum

Y es, we are having an election. Y es, we are canvassing
our precincts and phone banking in our District. Yes, we
are donating generoudly to the candidates of our choice
and working on their behalf, in our own and other
Districts, and in other parts of the country.

Yes, we are going to rallies against the war in Irag. Yes,
we are calling our Senators and Representatives and
demanding that they not stand for legislation that allows
torture, or suspension of habeas corpus, or warrantless
wiretapping of American citizens who have been
charged with no crimes.

Yes, we are battling for affordable health care,
affordable housing, full funding for education at all
levels, aliving wage for all workers, the right to
organize, the stability of public and private pensions, full
reproductive freedom for women, and the right to adopt
children or marry the spouse of our choice for all
citizens, bar none.

But while we're doing all those things (and | have no
doubt that everyone who reads thisis doing at least
*some* of these things), nature won’t wait.

Just as our civil liberties and our very civil society are
under attack, so isthe beautiful, life-giving Puget Sound
around which welive.

Because the 34™ District Democrats can walk and chew
gum at the same time, we are hearing, at our October
meeting, less than one month before the election, from
two speakers, one from our own District, who will aert
us to attacks on our precious marine environment.

From Gig Harbor, Laura Hendricks of the Henderson
Bay Shoreline Association will inform us of the
alarming expansion of shellfish farming in the South
Sound, complete with “before and after” slides.

Hendricks, who will present graphic evidence of the
effects of geoduck tubes on Totten Inlet and Carr Inlet
beaches, reports that expansion of shellfish farming has
occurred with very little public input or oversight, much
less any effective regulation.

(Continued on page 7)

34th District
Democrats

sk

M eeting Notice
October 11, 2006

6:30 Social, 7:00 Meeting
The Hall at Fauntleroy
9131 California Ave SW
Across fromthe YMCA

Program

Laura Hendricks of the Henderson Bay Shoreline
Association will inform us of the effects of the
alarming expansion of shellfish farming in the South
Sound.

JW. Turner of Preserve Our Islands will update us
on Vashon Island’ s long-running battle to stop
Glacier Sand and Gravel from mining away Maury
Island.

New Business

Vote on a Resolution in Support of Wild Salmon and
Steelhead Recover in the Columbia and Snake Rivers
(See Page 4 for complete text.)

Voteto endorse “Bridging the Gap” City of Seattle
Proposition 1, Transportation Initiative (See Page 5),
and any other ballot measures or candidates for
which we have not yet made an endorsement

Potluck Snacks

Please remember to bring something to snack on with
our beer or wine during our social time before the
meeting

In ThislIssue
Report from INCirliK .......cccoooereiiiiiiie, Page 2
Bulletin Board.........ccccooveninenenieiceneee, Page 3
Resolution on Wild Salmon ... Page 4
LEtErS ..o Page 4
“Bridging the Gap” .......c.ccooeveererneneneneene Page 5
KCDCC REPOIT....ccoeeeieeieeieeie e Page 5
MINUEES ... Page 6
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I’ve now been at Embassy Y erevan, in the
former Soviet Republic of Armenia, for a
little over six months, working in the
consular section, where we issue or deny
visas, provide passportsto U.S. citizens, and
so fourth. After the situation in Lebanon
heated up in July, | was put on notice that |
= might be needed in Turkey to help with
.. American evacuees. Within a couple days |
was on my way to Adana, Turkey.

Most of the 1600 evacuees from Beirut were
U.S. citizens with L ebanese dependents.

- : They were brought to Mersin on a Navy
amphibious vessel and then were bused to the Turklsh air base at Incirlik and housed in abig, air-
conditioned barracks complex maintained by the U.S. Air Force. From there over the course of a
week we repatriated them on charter flights. | was assigned at various times to Special Cases and
Customer Service. We were assigned shifts so that we could maintain round-the-clock coverage.

In Special Cases we dealt with people who were unableto legally enter the U.S., usually Lebanese
dependents or relatives of U.S. citizens. They had no home to return to which made them
ineligible for tourist visas and we had to apply for humanitarian waivers. One of my most
gratifying experiences was with afamily of an 80-year-old Lebanese man. He had worked as an
accountant in the Gulf for oil companies and had picked up U.S. citizenship in the seventies. He
was living in Lebanon with the assistance of his 50-year-old L ebanese daughter who had no birth
certificate to prove parentage. He was planning to go to the U.S. with his daughter to care for him
and buy a house. | knew that she had grounds for an immigrant petition, but the normal wait could
last years, so | recommended awaiver. A few days after the waiver was granted, | happened by
the woman who gave me a very unexpected hug and blessed me.

In Customer Service, we made ourselves available to assist the evacueesin the barracks complex.
Usually this consisted of answering the two most obvious questions: “When' s the next plane
coming in?’" and “ Any response on special cases?” | would walk from one end of the complex to
the other, just like walking my old precinct. It was a good way to counteract the rumors that
would inevitably crop up in this situation. What always impressed me was the very positive
attitude of the peoplein this difficult situation. | fully expected to hear complaining, but we
almost never did. It was also impressive how well the people got along together, as we had a
range of conservative Muslims and very western secular Lebanese. They were all great people.

Thankfully, we got everyone on the road, one way or another, after about a week. | enjoyed
Turkey, and look forward to visiting it again under better circumstances.

Jeff Gringer, Member of the 34th District Democrats and former PCO in SEA 34-3263

Steve Karbowski has been coordinating
these events with Chore Servicesto
help out people who no longer can take
care of things by themselves, mainly
because of disability or people who
simply are not as young as they used to
be. People who have helped out on
these events describe how rewarding it
isto spend afew hours on a Saturday
morning making a differencein
people’slives and how appreciative the
people are for their help.
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Volunteer Opportunities

Mailing Party
The November newdletter will be mailed on Saturday,
October 28. Call Jackie Duprasif you can help.

Coordinated Campaign

Election Activities
Here is the schedule for Coordinated Campaign
activities:

Phone Banks

Sunday through Thursday 5:00 —8:30 at 3 locations
1848 Westlake Ave N

315 1st Ave S. (Contact Devin at 206-718-1567)
Machinists’ Hall 9135 S 15th PI S (days vary)

Canvassing
Saturday, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Sunday, 11:00 to 4:00 p.m.

Data Entry

Monday through Thursday, 10:00 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Friday 9:00 am. to 5:00 p.m.,

1848 Westlake Ave N

For moreinformation call
John Ehrman at 206-310-6024.

West Seattle Food Bank

There are volunteer activities all during the week including
picking up food from storesin a van, unloading trucks,
putting food away and distribution of food at the food bank.
Call Ali at the Food Bank at 932-9023 to volunteer and be
sureto let her know that you are with the 34th District
Democrats.

Keep those receipts coming for Morgan Street Thriftway
and Metropolitan Market. These two stores will donate 1%
of the amount of your receipts to the West Seattle Food
Bank.

White Center Food Bank

The 34th District Democrats are providing volunteers for
the evening of the fourth Wednesday of each month
(August 23 this month) from 5:00 to 8:00. Y our main job
would be to distribute food to working families who, thanks
to our booming economy, are not able to earn enough

money to make ends meet. There are other times you can
help if you can’t make this day. Call Beth Grieser at 938-
5706 for more information.

M eetings

Executive Board
The Executive Board will meet on October 18 at 7:00 at
Ann Martin’s home.

West Seattle Democratic \Women

The next meeting of the West Seattle Democratic Women
will be at 11:30 on Thursday, October 26, at Daystar, on
Barton Street across from Westwood Village. The meeting
starts promptly at 11:30 so be sure to arrive early enough to
visit with your friends. Cost of lunch is $6.00 and includes
coffee and dessert. Men, of course, are welcome.

KCDCC Legidative Action Committee
The next LAC meeting is scheduled for October 15" at the
Green Lake Library from 2:00-4:30. Invited guest is our
own State Representative Joe McDermott.

| HHSLH
& 1
()# %
/ - , 0 1
2 3 4
5
3
, 3 3 4
3 3 3
3 3 4 - ,
0 1 3 3
6 47 5 , , 3
. 4 /8 9 +06 § (#<




! "# 1 $ % &
The September newsletter has two articles that seem to
recognize Maria Cantwell as the de facto Democratic Senate
nominee, and suggests that the 34th as an organization is
actively campaigning for Cantwell.

While | seethat she was endorsed by the 34th at the August
meeting, and her nomination is likely, the primary is almost a
month away. | do not think thisis appropriate, particularly
given the discomfort that many in the Democratic base have
with Cantwell. For many of us, myself included, thisis more
about her unwillingness to stand up to the Bush
Administration than is about where she falls in the political
spectrum.

Assuming that Cantwell wins the primary, the question we as
Democrats will be asked is " Other than ANWR, what®the
difference between Cantwell and McGavick?' Thisisa
crucial question both for swing voters and for people who
would like to see the Bush Administration kept in check, and
it is one many people find difficult to answer. Regardless, |
think it would have been better for the 34th to wait until the
primary was over before campaigning on her behalf.

Henry Perrin, Maury Precinct

[A clarification of our endorsement process: One of the
purposes of an endorsement is to give us the ability to use our
resources to support a particular candidate. Our endorsement
meeting happens before the primary election for a good
reason: to allow usto support our candidates for the primary
election. 34th District members are certainly free to campaign,
support and vote for any candidate of their choosing, but, by a
majority of 73%, the 34th District Democrats as an
organization endorses Maria Cantwell.]
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The following resolution was submitted by Joseph Bogaard
at our September meeting and will be considered at our
October 11 meeting:

Whereas, fishing cultures, livelihoods, economies, and
recreation along the Pacific Coast from Alaska to California,
and east to Idaho and Montana, have been dramatically
affected by the precipitous decline and subsequent listing
under the Endangered Species Act of anadromous salmon
and steelhead in the Snake River Basin;

Whereas, rigorous scientific review has demonstrated most
of this decline is due to cumulative impacts of the Federal
Columbia River Hydroelectric System, and, that retiring Ice
Harbor, Lower Monumental, Little Goose, and Lower
Granite dams on the lower Snake River and returning this
river to anatural condition is the most effective measure to
avoid extinction and recover Snake River salmon and
steelhead stocks;

Whereas, wild Snake River salmon and steelhead are an
irreplaceable genetic resource that continue to play avital
ecological role even at their currently depressed levels. If
these runs are allowed to vanish, the foundation of the
interior northwest’s ecosystems will be severely undermined,;

Whereas, the federal government’s recovery efforts have
failed repeatedly to produce alegal, science-based recovery
plan, have misspent billions of ratepayer and taxpayer dollars
on ineffective measures, and failed to reverse or even stop
declining populations of Columbia Basin salmon;

Whereas, extinction will prove even more costly, and
recovery will restore these fish to their rightful placein the
cultures, economies, and hearts of Pacific Northwest
peoples;

Whereas, numerous studies and reports have concluded that
we can replace the modest services currently provided by the
four lower Snake River dams with cost-effective alternatives
while protecting the interests of our regions communities and
€conomies;

Therefore let it be resolved, that the Democrats of the 34th
Legislative District find the extinction of wild Snake River
salmon unacceptable, and recommend that our Washington
State del egation members explore the removal of the four
dams on the lower Snake River, the measure deemed most
effective by numerous scientific analyses to recover wild
anadromous fish in the Snake River Basin to sustainable
fisheries levels. The members of the 34th District Democrats
also strongly encourage careful consideration of any adverse
impacts of this recovery option on affected individuals and
communities.



At the last meeting of the Executive Board, City Council
Member Richard Conlin spoke to us about the importance
of this proposal which will be on the November ballot. The
Board recommended, by a vote of 7 to 4, that this proposal
be endorsed. Because the Executive Board recommended
endorsement, the percentage needed for endorsement by the
full membership isasimple majority. It was suggested that
both the pro and con positions be explained in the

newsl etter.

Phase one “Bridging the Gap” property tax level would run
for nine years until 2015 and would raise $365 million for
paving streets, seismic repairs for bridges, pedestrian and
bicycle safety, and transit projects. It would cost the owner
of a $400,000 home approximately $155 the first year,
increasing one percent per year the next five years. Other
revenues would come from a commercia parking tax and a
business tax of $25 per employee.

This proposal is 18% less than the Mayor’ s original
proposal which many thought too expensive. It requires
voter approval before the second phase would take effect in
nine years, and provides for acitizen review panel that
would report to the City and the public about the success of
the program.

Here's where the money would go in 2008, the first year:

$21.2 million for paving city streets

$8.5 million for pedestrians, bikes and safety

$7.5 million for transit, freight and pedestrian corridors
$6.3 for bridges and structures

$4.2 million for signs, signals and safety

$2.7 million for sidewalks, trains, walkways and
stairways

$1.1 million for trees and landscaping

Projects that would specifically benefit our area would be
transit, pedestrian, bicycle and safety improvementsin the
West Seattle Corridors of Fauntleroy, Avalon and Alaska.

Widening and rehabilitating South Spokane Street viaduct
creating a dedicated transit-only lane as well as a general-
purpose lane from the structure down to Fourth Avenue into
downtown Sedttle.

PRO

Because of the Tim Eyman initiatives and 1-695, funding
for much needed transportation projects has dried up and
much of the maintenance has been left undone. The money
isn't going to come out of thin air and it’stime to move on
with these projects.

CON

While these projects are important, the tax proposed to fund
themis particularly hard on retirees making Seattle a
difficult place to live unless you have money. It changes
the face of the city we love. While this proposal isfor nine
years, that isonly Phase Inredlity, it'sa 20 year tax.

The KCDCC Chair Susie Sheary announced that the
October meeting of the KCDCC would be different -
it will be arally at the Seattle Labor Temple
headlined by Representative Jim McDermott.

The reorganization of the KCDCC will be on
December 2 at the IAM Hall. Details will follow.

The Washington Cease Fire, a firearm safety
organization, Planned Parenthood and Equal Rights
Washington PAC have joined forces to conduct a
fundraiser on October 12 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. in
support of Rodney Tom, a Democrat running against
Luke Esser. For information, go to savethe48th.org.

A brief presentation on the Transit Now proposal
explained that thisisa 0.1 percent sales tax to support
this measure which would, among other things,
increase transit service on 35 routes and provide new
bus rapid transit service on five high priority
corridors. KCDCC passed a motion supporting this
measure. For more information, check out this
website - http://www.peoplefortransitnow.com.

The Legidlative Action Committee is gearing up for
the next session. The committee will focus on voter
integrity, audits, public source codes and other
support for public financing of campaigns. They will
use the adopted platform as a guide. The first meeting
is October 15 at the Greenwood Library. The guest is
Representative Joe McDermott.

Beside the Transit Now endorsement, the KCDCC
endorsed Democratic candidates in the 30th, 32nd,
43rd, and 47th Districts and Mary Ann Ottinger for
the NE Electoral Digtrict 2 (judge). Endorsement
motions for HIR 4223, which would raise the tax
exemption for taxable personal property from $3,000
to $15,000, and City of Seattle Proposition 1
(Bridging the Gap) were tabled until the October
meeting.

All the Democratic legidative districts are busy
getting their candidates elected. The 31st District in
particular could use help identifying Democrats and
encouraging them to get out to vote.

Ann Martin, King County Committeewoman

Editorial Policy

The opinions expressed in submitted articles and
letters to the editor are those of the author and not
necessarily those of the 34th District Democrats or
the Executive Board. All letters are subject to
editing for space and content. Please keep to under
500 words Photos and notices of upcoming events
are strongly encouraged. Mail to Jackie Dupras,
1920 — 46th SW, Seattle, WA 98116 or
jdupras@quidnunc.net.
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Chair lvan Weiss called the meeting to order at
7:03 p.m. Seattle Deputy Mayor Tim Ceis led the
members in the flag salute. The membership approved
the minutes and the Treasurer’ s Report.

Chair Weiss' Report.

The King County Council has voted unanimously to
put creation of the Vashon Public Utility District on
the November ballot (this measure was unanimously
endorsed by the 34™ District at our August meeting).

This Saturday is the White Center Community
Development Association dinner-auction. So far 13
members of the 34™ District will be attending.

The Outreach Committee is working with Volunteer
Chore Services to help clean the house and yard of an
elderly woman in Burien on Saturday. We need
members to volunteer and help with this great
outreach event.

First Vice-Chair Tanya Aguilar’s Report

The Latino Vote Project isamajor effort by the State
Democratic Party to identify and reach out to potential
Latino voters, describing issuesin Spanish, told by
those who know the culture. The Latino demographic
isthe fastest growing in Washington State. In general,
L atinos vote Demoacratic, but if we stop the outreach,
Republicans will make inroads. The Latino Vote
Project is only funded thru the end of election 2006.

Joseph Bogaard spoke to us about the “ Save Our Wild
Salmon Program” that is concerned about dams that
kill up to 90% of al out-migrating salmon. A
resolution was distributed, but a vote would have
required a suspension of the rules. The resolution will
be taken up at the October meeting.

Chair Weiss recognized elected officials present:
Burien City Council Member and Deputy Mayor Jack
Block, State Representative Joe McDermott, King
County Council Member Larry Phillips, State
Representative Eileen Cody, Seattle City Council
Member Tom Rasmussen, and King County Council
Member Dow Constantine.

Program—Annexation of North Highline
Speakers from King County explained why the
county could no longer provide servicesto the
unincorporated areas, while speakers from Seattle and
Burien made their cases for why the area should be
annexed to their respective cities, and a speaker from
the North Highline Unincorporated Area Council
spoke of their preferences. Detailed information is
available on our website.

New Business

The membership considered aresolution asking for a
vote on the Alaskan Way Tunnel. A few people spoke
about the poor wording of the resolution. Bill Schrier

-6-

n #
moved and Greg Doss seconded that consideration of this

resolution be tabled. The membership, on a show of hands,
overwhelmingly agreed to do so.

Chris Arkills asked for membership support of Transit
Now. He moved and it was seconded to suspend the rules
to allow for an endorsement. The suspension of the rules
passed with one dissenting vote. Arkills then moved and it
was seconded to endorse Transit Now. The endorsement
passed with one dissenting vote.

Good of the order:

Dow Constantine stated he will be introducing a measure to
create aferry district to help cover water transit. This
district will be funded via property tax.

Martha Koester of the 11th District announced that she
represented www.purpletablecloth.org which offers
postcards related to issues. A display was in the back of the
hall.

Elaine Russell reminded members to be sure to designate a
party on the ballot in order for the vote to count for partisan
races.

Alan Munro saw areally vicious commercia about Gerry
Alexander. The commercial used Justice Alexander’s
emotional support of another justice arrested on a DUI to
imply that Alexander was soft on crime. That's very
misleading. The money to create this commercial is an
unethical way to get around the new rule limiting
contributions on behalf of the judges. Alexander’s
opponent has no judicial experience.

Tom Rasmussen told the members that on September 20 at
noon in City Council chambers the Seattle City Council
will hold a discussion of a study about conditions of senior
centersin Seattle. The good news s that the West Seattle
Senior Center isin better condition than most.

Marcie Stone of Washington Public Campaigns stated she
has information and brochures about the group. Itisa
nonprofit, non-partisan group looking to institute state
financing of campaigns. They have a fund-raiser on
September 27 at the Central Cinemain the Seattle Central
District. Contact her for more info.

Tanya Aguilar reminded members of the volunteer chore
services Outreach event this weekend.

Also thisweekend is amajor festival in the Latino
community. It is Mexican independence day from Spain.

A day of patriotism for Latinosin US. Fedtivitiesall
weekend at Seattle Center. The 11th District Democrats are
sponsoring festivities and parade in South Park.

Chair Weiss adjourned the meeting at 9:07PM

Respectfully submitted by Bill Schrier, Secretary



WeWalk and Chew Gum

(Continued from Page 1)

If that seems alittle far afield, J.W. Turner of Preserve Our 1 3
Islands will be on hand to update us on Vashon Island’s
long-running battle to stop Glacier Sand and Gravel from
mining away Maury Island, an effort that almost all of our -
District’s elected officials support—and we're working on

the Governor. '
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We'll have resolutions and ballot measures to endorse, or
not, and reports on our members' far-flung activities. See
you Wednesday, October 11, for “al the democracy you

can handle.”

- / /

Ivan Weiss Chairman, 34th District Democrats ) #) I - 8

POBox 860 http://www.34dems.org ’

Vashon WA 98070 206-463-4647

"When they@e working, we@e working / 8 & )H<Y (P ##H<

When they@e sleeping, we@e working."

Treasurer’s Report

End of August Balance..........cccceeeveveevirernenns $11,270
September REVENUES.........cccovveverereceeeeiennens 4,164
September EXpenditures...........ccovveveeeeieeiiennens 1,630
Balance as September 27 .........cccoveeveevieinenns $13,804*

*Baance includes $6,050 in Garden Party funds.. Thisis
the total amount raised less expenses.

JOIN THE 34TH DISTRICT DEMOCRATS!

Sign up by filling out this form and mailing it with a check made payable to the 34th District Democrats, to
Membership, 34th District Democrats, 6523 California Ave SW, Box 183, Seattle, WA 98136-1879

Name Precinct

Address Zip

Telephone E-Mail

Occupation Employer
*Required by voter approved Public Disclosure Act.

Contributions are not tax deductible.

Contribution Level Per Person Per Calendar Y ear (January —December):
$15 Basic Dues $3 Living Lightly $25 Friend $50 Sponsor
$100 Benefactor $250 Sustaining $500 Underwriter $1,000 Endowment
Household — Y ou may add additional persons at same address for $10 per person at Member level:
Name(s)

Periodically we release our member list to candidates or progressive organizations. If you do not wish your
information released, check the appropriate box or boxes.

Do not release my: E-mail Phone Address
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Saturday, October 7, 11:00 a.m.

KCDCC Spirit of Washington Rally and Train
Ride with Brunch and Open Bar

Spirit of Washington Train Depot in Renton

Tuesday, October 10: 11:30
Evergreen Democratic Club Meeting
Angelo’s Restaurant, 601 SW 153rd in Burien.

Wednesday, October 11, 6:30 social, 7:00 meting
34th District Democrats M onthly M eeting
The Hall at Fauntleroy

Saturday, October 14, 1:00—3:00

Demacratic Working Women’s M eeting
sponsored by West Seattle Democratic Women
7120—39th Ave SW (see Bulletin Board)

Saturday, October 14, 2:00 —3:00 p.m.
Fundraiser with Maria Cantwell on Vashon
Home of Molly and Richard Reed, 12502 SW 148

Tuesday, October 17, 7:30
Robert K Bingham “IslIraq Another Vietham?”
Downstairs at Town Hall Seattle, $5.00

Calendar

Friday, October 20, 6:00 Receptions, 7:00 Dinner
Warren G. Magnuson Awards (M aggies)
Hilton Seattle Airport and Conference Center

Saturday, October 21,

White Center Food Bank Harvest Dinner
Brockey Center, South Seattle Community College

Tuesday, October 24, 7:00

KCDCC Meeting and Rally with Jim M cDer mott

Seattle Labor Temple

Wednesday, October 25, 7:00

Drinking Liberally

Mick Kelly’sIrish Pub, 435 SW 152nd St.

Thursday, October 26, 6:00—8:00

Senator Barak Obama

$5 Event Entry (does not include signing) tickets
available at Elliot Bay Books after October 17

Benaroya Hall,

Tuesday, November 7

Election Day—Don’t for get to vote!

A I
Newsletter Editor
1920—46th Ave SW
Seattle WA 98116-1917

Return Service Requested

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE
PAID
SEATTLE WA
PERMIT NO 12504




